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The Fresno County District
Attorney’s Office did not file
any charges against Fresno
State basketball player Joseph
Hunter following an arrest on
felony weapons charges,
though two of the four men
who were arrested following a
traffic stop on Tuesday night

will face felony counts.
“Based upon a review of the

police reports submitted to our
office, there was one firearm
located in the vehicle that was
occupied by four individuals,” a
DA’s Office spokesperson said
in an update Thursday. “Charg-
es were filed against the driver
and the person that possessed
the firearm within the vehicle.”
The driver of the vehicle

stopped was Qiwan Whittiker,

25. Isaiah Andre Pirtle, 23, was
in possession of the firearm, an
unregistered AR-15 style .223
rifle with a 30-round magazine
with 20 live rounds of ammuni-
tion.
In a criminal complaint filed

on Thursday, Whittiker faces a
felony charge of possession of
an assault weapon, a felony
charge of possession of a fire-
arm by a felon and a felony
charge of having a concealed

firearm in a vehicle. Pirtle faces
a felony charge of possession of
an assault weapon, a felony
charge of possession of a fire-
arm by a felon and a felony
charge of carrying a loaded
firearm in public.
Whittiker had a felony con-

viction in 2016 in Fresno Super-
ior Court for carrying a loaded
firearm in public. Pirtle had a

Fresno State’s Hunter won’t
face charges after arrest
BY ROBERT KUWADA
rkuwada@fresnobee.com
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to toughen punishments on
Russia for its 15-month in-
vasion of Ukraine.
The Group of Seven leaders

were convening in Hiroshima,
where President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy was expected to join
them on on Sunday in his far-
thest trip from his country since
the war began in February of
last year.
The leaders heard for the

first time of Biden’s backing of
training Ukrainian pilots on

HIROSHIMA, JAPAN
President Joe Biden on Fri-

day endorsed plans to train
Ukrainian pilots on U.S.-made
F-16 fighter jets, according to
two people familiar with the
matter, as he huddled with
leaders of the world’s most
powerful democracies on plans

advanced fighter jets, as a pre-
cursor to sending the jets to
Ukraine.
The G7 leaders also set out

new sanctions on Moscow as
well as plans to enhance the
effectiveness of existing fi-
nancial penalties meant to
constrain President Vladimir
Putin’s war effort.
“Our support for Ukraine will

not waver,” the G7 leaders said
in a statement released after
closed-door meetings. The

vowed “to stand together
against Russia’s illegal, un-
justifiable and unprovoked war
of aggression against Ukraine.”
“Russia started this war and

can end this war,” they said.
The F-16 training is to be

conducted in Europe and will
likely begin in the coming
weeks. But Biden told the lead-
ers that decisions on when, how
many, and who will provide the
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At the Group of Seven summit in Hiroshima, Japan, the leaders stand together and talk after the “family” photo.

At G7 summit, Biden and
Zelenskyy keep focus on Ukraine
BY ZEKEMILLER, FOSTER KLUG,
JOSH BOAK, AND ELAINE
KURTENBACH
Associated Press
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The man killed in a shooting
in Madera on Wednesday was
identified by police on Thurs-
day.
He was Joaquin Navarrette.

Officers responded to the
shooting at 3:35 p.m. in the 300
block of South L Street in Mad-
era.
Officers found Navarrette,

28, in the front yard of a home
suffering from multiple gunshot
wounds.
First responders tried to save

Navarrette, but
he was pro-
nounced dead at
the scene.
Police said

Navarrette lived
at the home with
his mom, who
was inside of the
home at the time

of the shooting but did not
witness the crime.
Madera High School was put

on temporary lockdown along
with nearby elementary schools
for the safety of the students.
The incident did not involve
any students at the school,
police said.

Shortly after the shooting,
Madera Police received a call of
a vehicle fire near the area.
Officers responded to that
scene and discovered a fully
engulfed vehicle. It is unknown
at this time if the shooting and
the vehicle fire are related.
Detectives are investigating

the incidents.
Anyone with information is

asked to call police at
559-675-4220 or can call
Crime Stoppers at
559-498-7867 and can remain
anonymous.

Anthony Galaviz:
559-441-6042, agalaviz_TheBee

Police ID man killed
in shooting in front
of Madera home
BY ANTHONY GALAVIZ
agalaviz@fresnobee.com

Joaquin
Navarrette

The worker who died
Wednesday morning when he
was electrocuted near Parlier
has been identified by the Fres-
no County Coroner’s Office.
Juan Ambriz, 37, of Fresno

was killed shortly after 9 a.m.
near the intersection of Bethel
and Manning avenues.
Deputies with the Fresno

County Sheriff’s Office and
PG&E workers were the first to
arrive and initial reports were
that Ambriz, in an elevated
boom, may have made contact
with electrical wires.
Parlier police took over the

case.
Manning Avenue was shut

down after the incident.

Anthony Galaviz: 559-441-6042,
agalaviz_TheBee

Worker
killed by
electrocution
near Parlier is
identified

BY ANTHONY GALAVIZ
agalaviz@fresnobee.com

PATTERSON
Gov. Gavin Newsom on Fri-

day signed an executive order
laying the groundwork for a
bold plan to expedite major
transportation, water, clean
energy and other infrastructure
projects across California.
“This is about addressing the

issues of our time,” Newsom
said during a briefing at the site
of a future solar farm in Stanis-
laus County. “We’re here to
assert ourselves a different para-
digm, to commit ourselves to
results and prove that we can
actually do more with taxpayer
money.”
Newom’s plan — made up of

11 budget trailer bills and an
executive order — comes amid
an influx of federal funding for
infrastructure projects and is
designed to make sure the Cali-
fornia Environmental Quality
Act, or CEQA, doesn’t get in the
way.
CEQA was signed into law by

Gov. Ronald Reagan in 1970 as
a way to protect natural re-
sources and the environment
from any negative consequences
of development. But, over time,
critics have blamed the law for
bogging down long-sought hous-
ing, transportation and energy
projects.
The governor’s plan does not

make substantial changes to the
statute but aims to prevent pro-
jects from being dragged out
during lengthy legal and permit-
ting processes.
Some of the projects that

could benefit from the gover-
nor’s proposal include transit
construction, bridge mainte-
nance, Sites Reservoir and the
Delta Conveyance Project — the
state’s solution for repairing its

Newsom rolls
out plan to
fast-track
projects

BY JOHN HOLLAND ANDMAGGIE
ANGST
jholland@modbee.com
mangst@sacbee.com

SEE NEWSOM, 4A


