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Why each of those running
can win Preakness Stakes
SPORTS, 1B

Friday’s College of the Desert board
meeting was Superintendent/Presi-
dent Martha Garcia’s last one in per-
son as her two-year tenure nears its
end.

And two trustees took the chance to
thank her for her service, while ac-
knowledging the division that
spanned her time in the desert, includ-
ing a fi�erce debate over plans for a
Palm Springs campus and a bitterly
contested trustee election.

“You took the job in the midst of un-
fortunate circumstances,” Trustee Bea
Gonzalez said. “Before you even got
here there was just so much rage and
apparent anger and a whole bunch of
politics going on, but you loved our
community enough and felt the strong
ties because of the fact of your mother
working here in our grape vineyards
that you wanted to come here anyway.”

“I truly appreciate the love and sin-
cerity that you have for our students
and community and that you were just
able to weather the storm,” Gonzalez
added.

Garcia, who said she will participate
in June’s meeting virtually, will begin
as president of Mt. San Antonio Col-
lege in Los Angeles County on July 1.

Garcia joined COD two summers
ago from Imperial Valley College,
where she spent 22 years, including
three as superintendent/president. 

Her brief time at COD was marred
by board controversy, beginning with a
split 3-2 vote to appoint her. 

Then came board disagreements
over how to allocate bond money for
capital projects across the valley, most
notably whether to proceed with $350
million plans for a long-planned Palm
Springs campus or to possibly redis-
tribute some funds to other projects
across the valley. The board also con-
sidered moving a $30 million-plus
automotive education center from Ca-
thedral City to near the Indio Auto Mall
before Cathedral City offi�cials pres-
sured them to proceed with original
plans. 

Controversy entered a new phase
with a historically expensive and divi-
sive 2022 election that saw Garcia’s
predecessor Joel Kinnamon oust Au-
rora Wilson from the board. During the
campaign Kinnamon’s husband,
Christopher Parman, operated a
mocking website that an arbitrator 

See GARCIA, Page 4A

After stormy
2-year term,
Garcia nears
end of time
leading COD
Jonathan Horwitz
Palm Springs Desert Sun

USA TODAY NETWORKFive major U.S. cities and the state of
California will receive federal help to
get unsheltered residents into perma-
nent housing under a plan launched
Thursday as part of the Biden admini-
stration’s larger goal to reduce home-
lessness 25% by 2025. 

The All Inside initiative will partner 

White House vows more
aid to reduce homelessness
5 cities, California
to receive help
Christopher Weber
ASSOCIATED PRESS
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The
Seattle
area had
the
nation’s
third
highest
population
of
homeless
residents
in 2022,
according
to a
one-night
count. TED
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The high cost of insulin has been a
niggling thorn in the side of regulators
and patients for decades: Prices for the
100-year-old drug have increased more
than 600% in the past 20 years, and sto-
ries of patients rationing doses abound.
Even the most conservative economists
point to it as an example of a market
gone sour.

Despite repeated eff�orts at the feder-
al and state level to rein in the cost of
pharmaceuticals, prices go up each
year, growing quicker than any other

health care service and routinely out-
pacing the rate of infl�ation. 

This year, California is poised to do
something diff�erent to cut the cost of in-
sulin, attacking the problem on three
fronts. And if it works for insulin prices,
it could work for other drugs:

h Lawmakers have introduced a bevy
of bills targeting out-of-pocket insulin
costs. They have also advanced legisla-
tion ensuring cost savings for all drugs
get passed down to patients;

h Attorney General Rob Bonta is su-
ing the nation’s largest insulin manu-
facturers and pharmaceutical benefi�t
managers for driving up the cost of the

life-saving drug, alleging unfair busi-
ness practices;

h And Gov. Gavin Newsom recently
announced a $50 million state contract
with generic drug company Civica Rx to
manufacture three types of cheap bio-
similar — or generic — insulin for dia-
betic Californians.

This three-pronged approach isn’t
perfect — measures like the ones sug-
gested by lawmakers this year have
failed several times — but legislators are
hopeful the resources of usual oppo-
nents will be divided among the state’s
other eff�orts. Health economists and
patient advocates believe the state’s

lawsuit will lift the veil on opaque pric-
ing tactics for the fi�rst time nationwide,
potentially shifting how industry play-
ers behave. 

“It’s good the state of California is us-
ing its power as a purchaser, a regulator
(and) a litigator to try to address this is-
sue,” said Anthony Wright, executive di-
rector of Health Access California, a
consumer advocacy group that routine-
ly sponsors health care aff�ordability
measures. “This is such a multi-faceted
problem that it requires a lot of diff�erent
solutions.”

See INSULIN, Page 2A

California might finally succeed at cutting the cost of insulin
Kristen Hwang
CalMatters

FIRE & ICE

Coachella Valley goaltender Joey Daccord takes the ice as he’s announced with the starting lineup before

game four of the Pacific Division finals at Acrisure Arena in Palm Desert on Wednesday. The Firebirds played

the Calgary Wranglers for a decisive game five on Friday night.
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