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There are curved metal 
pipes tuned to various 
pitches, and a bell tree that 
provides a rising or falling 
chime-like sound. There are 
chrome hand drums and 
hard plastic mallets and 
much more.

On Friday morning, North 
High School Principal Mark 
Balch officially opened a 
new Music Park on campus 
that is not only open to 
students coming and going 
from school, but is open to 
members of the surrounding 
community as well.

“These instruments and 
this musical garden provide 
a welcoming environment 
for all the members of our 
community to enjoy the 
outdoors, and have a loca-
tion where they can explore 

North High invites students, parents 
and public to play in new Music Garden

ROD THORNBURG / FOR THE CALIFORNIAN

North High students play some of the industrial-grade 
outdoor musical instruments Friday at the newly dedicated 
music park on campus. “It’s really a very good opportunity 
for students — especially those like me who music has 
pulled from a dark spot in their life — to try out these 
instruments,” said senior Steven Peterson, 18, who performs 
with the North High Stars chamber and jazz choirs.

JOHN DONEGAN / THE CALIFORNIAN

‘Momentous journey’
Students wave to family and friends as they 
return to their seats, diplomas in hand, during 
commencement ceremonies on Friday morning 
at Cal State Bakersfi eld. STORY & PHOTOS | A6 Please see MUSIC | A2
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It may have lasted less than five 
minutes, but Friday’s arraignment was 
not just another court hearing: It kicked 
off what could be years of proceedings 
for the man accused of driving drunk 
and intentionally striking a car driven 
by a cherished and well-known Arvin 
educator.

Marque Qualls, 24, shook his head as 
his public defender entered not guilty 
pleas for charges of first-degree murder, 
gross vehicular manslaughter while 
intoxicated and assault with a deadly 
weapon related to a Feb. 24 collision that 
led to Larry Hallum’s death.

The Kern County District Attorney’s 
Office said Qualls ran a red light near 
the intersection of Old River Road and 
White Lane and collided into Hallum. 
Hallum, 79, died in April from injuries 
he suffered as a result of the incident, 
according to Assistant District Attorney 
Joseph Kinzel, spokesman for the DA’s 

Driver 
pleads 
not guilty 
in death of 
Arvin High 
educator
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Deputy Public Defender Rupak Shah, 
left, converses with defendant Marque 
Qualls, 26, at his arraignment Friday. 
Qualls is charged with first-degree 
murder, gross vehicular manslaughter 
while intoxicated and assault with a 
deadly weapon in the death of Arvin 
High teacher Larry Hallum.

PERMITTING
Governor seeks to speed up 
water, clean energy projects
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Talks halted as GOP, White House 
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J
ubilation, heartbreak, 
disappointment and 
relief poured from 
scores of people clus-
tered in and around 

Kern County Superior 
Court on Friday as a long-
awaited verdict convicted 
Trezell and Jacqueline West 
of killing their adoptive 
son Orrin West. But jurors 
couldn’t decide if the 
defendants murdered his 
brother Orson West.

It’s been about 2½ years 
since Orrin, 4, and Orson, 
3, were reported missing 
in December 2020 by 
Trezell, 36, and Jacqueline 
West, 33, which sparked a 
desperate hunt across the 
nation to find the boys. 
It seemed a majority of 
California City residents 
scoured eastern Kern 
County and speculation 
online ran rampant as 
many puzzled over what 
happened to the toddlers.

Several scenes played 
out Friday in response 
to the verdict: a defense 
attorney hugged a defen-
dant during the hearing; 
gasps of “yes” rang out in a 
packed courtroom as the 
verdict was read; a moth-
er’s heart-wrenching sobs; 

prayers and cheers to God. 
These moments showed 
how powerful emotions 
for these toddlers deeply 
rooted themselves for 
many in this community.

“Today was a day that 
we’ve all been waiting for,” 
Rosanna Wills, a cousin 
of a biological family 
member, said after the ver-
dict. She was surrounded 
by numerous people 
clapping and cheering and 

crying.
The Wests were found 

guilty of second-degree 
murder and involuntary 
manslaughter in the death 
of Orrin West. The jury 
convicted both parents of 
two counts of willful cru-
elty to a child, pertaining 
to Orrin and Orson. The 
married couple was pro-
nounced guilty of falsely 
reporting an emergency, a 
misdemeanor.

Jurors deadlocked on 
the second-degree murder 
charge in regard to Orson 
and a conspiracy charge 
for both defendants.

Prosecutors may retry 
those charges jurors 
couldn’t reach a verdict 
for and set a hearing on 
July 13 for this matter, the 
same day both defen-
dants are scheduled to 

A MIXED VERDICT
Jury fi nds adoptive parents guilty of second-degree murder and 
involuntary manslaughter in Orrin’s death; deadlocks on Orson’s death

PHOTOS BY ROD THORNBURG / FOR THE CALIFORNIAN

Defense attorney Alekxia Torres Stallings, center, holds the hands of Trezell and Jacqueline West during the 
reading of the verdict Friday in Kern County Superior Court. Torres Stallings represents Jacqueline West.

Rosanna Wills, center, a cousin of a biological family member, spoke to the news 
media outside Kern County Superior Court on Friday after the reading of the verdict 
in the West case.

WEST TRIAL
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