
IN HARMONY

Femininity of God
The Reverend Gavin Tyte reflects on 
the association between God and 
motherhood, which has a long tradition, 
reflected in the Bible and supported by 
Christianity’s earliest theologians. 

 RELIGION 15-16

Perinchief aims high
Local hero Jah-Nhai Perinchief is 
adamant that the USATF Bermuda 
Grand Prix, taking place at the Flora 
Duffy Stadium tomorrow, can inspire 
the island’s next generation of athletes.

    SPORT 25-28

Get rid of housing headache
Personal finance expert Dave Ramsey 
advises a reader whose condominium 
homeowner association fees have 
rocketed without explanation to sell it 
and offload the headache. 

MONEY 10-11

F16 training for Ukraine
President Joe Biden told allies yesterday 
at the G7 summit that he was approving 
plans to train Ukrainian pilots on  
US-made F16 fighter jets, according  
to two people familiar with the matter .
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Shaun Connolly

An exclusive private members 
club faces being “named, 
shamed and prosecuted” after 
the destruction of a swath of 
mangroves.

In the House of Assembly 
yesterday morning, a clearly  
angry Walter Roban, the Min-
ister of Home Affairs, branded 
the incident as “unacceptable”, 
and warned that the people  
responsible could be liable to one 
year in prison, or a $15,000 fine.

The minister told MPs: “The 
Department of Environment 
and Natural Resources is 
investigating a major incident 
on the property of an exclusive 
private club, which has 
significantly impacted a large 
stand of protected mangroves.

“In the incident, a group of 
healthy mature red mangroves, 
about 20 very mature specimens, 
which were 30 to 40 feet high, 
were cut to four-foot stumps.

“Unfortunately, this was one 
area … noted as being one of 
the island’s healthiest mangrove 

areas and even increasing in size, 
in contrast to many coastal areas.

“This to me, in no way, shape 
or form, can be considered 
‘routine maintenance’. 

“Unfortunately, the DENR 
estimates perhaps 90 per cent of 
the mangroves’ ecological value 
is now gone.

“This is unacceptable. I 
can assure you that we will be 
pursuing charges and penalties 
against the offending entity, 
which will also include publicly 
naming and shaming them.”

Referring to laws that list 

red and black mangroves as 
level-two protected species, Mr 
Roban said: “Persons who do not 
have the approved authorisation 
may commit an offence which is 
liable on summary conviction to 
a fine of $15,000, or one year of 
imprisonment.”

Mr Roban said the destruction 
would have a negative impact on 
the environment.

He said: “It could not have 
been undertaken at a worse time 
for the protected green heron, 
right in the middle of its nesting 
season. 

“It will realistically take 
decades for the mangroves to 
grow back, if they do at all.”

Mr Roban said such 
destruction could not be excused 
as necessary for development.

He said: “What will not be 
tolerated is an unwanted, incon-
siderate, unlawful desecration of 
our natural environment that is 
protected under the Protected 
Species Act, or any other aspect 
of it. 

“The Government is prepared  

Club rebuked for destroying mangroves 

Duncan Hall

A new economic development 
strategy for the island is on 
the horizon, the Minister of 
Economy and Labour told the 
House of Assembly yesterday.

Delivering a ministerial 
statement on the island’s fourth-
quarter economic results,  
Jason Hayward said that the  
new strategy would “provide  
a strategic framework that will 

guide Bermuda to sustainable 
economic growth and develop-
ment”.

He said the strategy would 
be released “within the coming 
weeks”.

Addressing the island’s 
fourth-quarter economic per-
formance, Mr Hayward said the 
economy returned to positive 
quarterly growth, after adjusting  
for inflation, with the gross  
domestic product in constant 
prices increasing by 2.4 per cent.

He said the level of economic 
expansion was a direct result of 
increased household expendi-
ture and growth in the export of 
goods and services.

Gross domestic product in to-
day’s prices increased by 5.6 per 
cent during the quarter, he said.

Taking into account fourth-
quarter results and revisions to 
reported GDP figures for the 
first three quarters of the year, 
the quarterly GDP estimates 
indicated that the economy 

expanded by at least 5.9 per cent 
in nominal terms last year, Mr 
Hayward said.

He added that in real terms 
the inflation adjusted economy 
is estimated to have grown by at 
least 2.9 per cent in 2022.

Mr Hayward also reported 
that:
• Consumer spending in the 
fourth quarter increased 4.5 per 
cent year-over-year to $795.2 
million

Hayward to unveil new economic strategy 
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Sing it loud: Whitney Choir perform at the Spring Into the Arts Middle/East Family of Schools Showcase at Whitney Institute

Clearly angry: Walter Roban Continued on Page 2

Sarah Lagan

Sustainable water-management 
plans are in the pipeline to tackle 
more severe weather expected 
to be brought about by climate 
change, Lieutenant-Colonel 
David Burch, the Minister of  
Public Works, told MPs yesterday. 

Providing an update on the 
Water and Waste Water Master 
Plan, Colonel Burch said: 

“Climate change is expected to 
lead to more severe storms and 
longer dry spells in Bermuda. 

“Though total rainfall is 
likely to increase, it will be in 
the form of more severe storms 
and hurricanes, which can 
contaminate household tanks 
with saltwater. 

“During dry spells, house-
hold tanks are depleted and the 
demand for trucked water spikes, 

Climate change expected 
to mean longer dry spells

Shaun Connolly 
Gareth Finighan

MPs paid tribute to the late 
Marco Warren during a some-
times emotional session of the 
House of Assembly yesterday.

David Burt, the Premier, led 
the tributes to the football star, 
describing him as “a beautiful 
soul” and “a wonderful Bermu-
dian”.

The Premier said that Mr 
Warren’s death had prompted 
widespread grief across the 

island and announced that the 
House of Assembly would send 
a letter of condolence to his 
family.

Mr Warren, 29, was killed 
after he was hit by a vehicle in 
Hamilton Parish while walking 
in the early hours of Sunday.

The Premier said: “Marco 
was a stellar athlete. He was also 
a stellar person. He was a father, 
he was a family man, he loved his 
community.

“Anyone that knew him knew 
how and the fact that he did put 
his family first.

“Certainly, as a father I 
cannot fathom what his parents 
are feeling during this incredible 
time of loss. 

“The outpouring of grief has 
been wide and I want them to 
know that they are certainly in 
the thoughts of the members of 
this House and of the country.”

“There are people in this 
country who are hurting, who 
want closure to an unimaginable 
tragedy for an unquestionably 
beautiful soul — beautiful soul 

Premier leads  
tributes to a 
‘beautiful soul’

Family man: Marco Warren Continued on Page 2
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