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SIERRA FERGUSON
Sun Staff Reporter

Anorangecherrypicker sits on
the front lawn of the Coconino
County Superior Courthouse.
It’s one of the most important
andmodern tools crewswill use
as they work to repair and re-
store elements of the 129-year
old building.
Coconino County facili-

ties crews will be replacing 103
windows, seven exterior doors
and one interior door. They’ll
be applying new coats of paint,
and ensuring that the working
courthouse is weather-sealed
to withstand still more decades
of use.
Tom Hanecak, the director of

Facilities Management for Co-
conino County, said the work
that’s being done is critical to
retain the building’s integrity
— both structurally, and histor-
ically.
The summer courthouse ren-

ovationswill cost somewhere in
the neighborhood of $440,000.
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The North Rim of the Grand
Canyon will be reopening as
scheduled on Friday, June 2, but
several areaswithin theparkwill
remain closed and limited ser-
vices will be offered.
Case in point, sections of the

NorthKaibabTrailwill be closed
until at least June 15 as work
is done to repair the trail from
landslides and rockfalls that oc-
curred in the winter.
The closure area is fromnorth

of Cottonwood Campground to
theNorthKaibabTrailhead, and
no hikers will be allowed to pass
through the area.Following June
15, theNorthKaibabTrailwill re-
openwith intermittent trail clo-
sures in effect to clear remaining
rockfall areas.
Those landslides also im-

pacted the pipeline that brings
water to the park.
As such,GrandCanyonLodge

will offer only day-use services
with limited food and beverage
service throughout June and
much of July. No overnight ac-
commodations will be available
until at least July 23.
Rockslides fromwinter storms

destroyedmore than 300 feet of

ABIGAIL KESSLER
Sun Staff Reporter

Northland Preparatory Acad-
emy and BASIS Flagstaff held
their graduation ceremonies for
the class of 2023 Thursday.
Bothceremonies tookplaceon

theNorthernArizonaUniversity
campus, with 71 NPA seniors
graduating inArdreyAuditorium
in the afternoon and 44 BASIS
seniors graduating in Prochnow
Auditorium in the evening.
NPA Superintendent Da-

vid Lykins gave the graduating
class’s top 10 achievements by
numbers. Eighteen members

of the class finished with a 4.0
GPA, 36 participated in dual
enrollment (earning 542 cred-
its) and 37 had earned a letter in
athletics this year. They spent
650 hours tutoring their peers
and 90% of the class had plans
to go to college after graduating,
earning a total of $4.6million in
scholarships.
According to a program, 42

BASIS graduates have plans to
attend college in the fall, with
18 joining an honors college.
Moreover, 32 had earned hon-
ors in their time at school, with
another six having completed a
senior project to graduate with
high honors.
BASIS valedictorian Ryan

Craneaddressedhis class, saying
he was thankful for his time at
the school.He specificallymen-

tionedhowCOVID-19 impacted
his learningandhelpedhimvalue
interpersonal relationships.
“The beauty of life is it often

presents us with unexpected
surprises and challenges that
shape our character and define
our path,” he said. “The truth
is life rarely follows a straight,
predictable trajectory. It is a
tapestrywovenwith unpredict-
able threads, surprising us with
twists and turns when we least
expect it. And while the unex-
pected can be intimidating, it is
also thewellspringof growthand
opportunity. It pushesusbeyond
our comfort zones and teachesus
to adapt,persevere andbrave the
unknown.”
NPA’s valedictorian, Isabel

Rushall, spoke of her experience
learning Gustav Mahler’s Sym-

phony No. 9 after a last-minute
change in parts. She’s played
violin since age 5 and has plans
to continue studying the instru-
ment in college.
Rushall said the experience,

while challenging, taught her
how much was possible when
she pushed herself.
“It’s so easy to get wrapped

up in the convenience of our
everyday lives, but only when
we’re challenged to go beyond
the familiar can we truly grow
as humans,” she said.
She added: “It’s so much eas-

ier to ignore my feelings and
move on with my life than it is
to take the time to fully under-
stand them, and had I not let go
during thatperformance, Imight

NPA, BASIS honor grads
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Olivia Love Munderloh collects a high school diploma from Principal Jay Litwicki during Northland Preparatory Academy’s graduation Thursday
afternoon in Ardrey Auditorium at Northern Arizona University. For more photos, see Page A7, and for an online photo gallery, visit azdailysun.com.

North
Rim set
to reopen

CHEYANNE MUMPHREY
AP Education Writer

WhenKamrynYanchickgrad-
uated, she hoped to decorate
her cap with a beaded pattern
in honor of herNativeAmerican
heritage.Whether she couldwas
up toherOklahomahigh school.
Administrators told her no.
Yanchick settled for wear-

ing beaded earrings to her 2018
graduation.

Abill vetoedearlier thismonth
by Oklahoma Gov. Kevin Stitt, a
Republican,would have allowed
public school students to wear
feathers, beaded caps, stoles or
other objects of cultural and re-
ligious significance. Yanchick, a
citizenof theSeminoleNationof
Oklahomaanddescendentof the
MuscogeeNation,said shehopes
the legislature tries again.
Being able to “unapologeti-

cally express yourself and take
pride in your culture at a cel-
ebration without having to
ask a non-Native person for

Seeking acceptance of tribal regalia
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Amryn Tom graduates from Cedar City High School on May 25, 2022, in
Cedar City, Utah. Tom is wearing an eagle feather given to her by her
mother and a cap that a family friend beaded.

County
courthouse
gets fresh
coat of paint

Proud schools
host ceremonies
on NAU campus

Grand Canyon area
will have limited
services, however

Native Americans face
restrictions on attire
worn at graduations
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