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Therese May and Geroge
Reel see plenty of wildlife at
their east-side home near
Saguaro National Park, but
the visitor that dropped in on
Mother’s Day was something
new.
At first, it seemed like any

other Harris’s hawk. Except
this bird of prey decided to
perch on their front gate and
didn’t fly away when May
moved in to take its picture.

STEPHANIE INNES
The Arizona Republic

PHOENIX—The list of items
seized fromonewomanaccused
of defrauding Arizona’s Medic-
aid program of more than $22
million includes seven luxury
vehicles, more than 30 designer
bags andmultiple pieces of dia-
mond jewelry.
The U.S. Attorney’s Office in

Arizona accused Diana Marie
Moore on Jan. 10 of wire fraud
and money laundering related
to accusations she fleeced mil-
lions of dollars from the state’s
Medicaid program. There were
117 items, including vehicles
and designer bags with labels
like Prada, Fendi and Versace,
related to her case listed in court
documents as property thatwas
seized and subject to forfeiture.
The charges against Moore

are connected with behavioral
health counseling services in
Mesa and Gilbert that Moore
“purportedly” provided, a fed-
eral indictment says. The in-
dictment also says Moore made
false statements to Arizona’s
Medicaid program, the Arizona
Health Care Cost Containment
System. Those false statements
include lyingabout aprior felony
conviction, the indictment says.
Moore’s attorney declined an

opportunity to comment.
This week Gov. Katie Hobbs,

Arizona Attorney General Kris
Mayes and several agency and
tribal leaders announced amas-
siveMedicaid fraud scheme that
disproportionately targeted
Indigenous people and bilked
“hundredsofmillionsofdollars”
fromArizona taxpayers.
The scheme relied on phony

behavioral health clinics that
preyed on patients who needed
help and billed Arizona’s Med-
icaid program for services that
never were provided, state and
tribal officials said at anewscon-
ference Tuesday. Several state
indictments related to the fraud
are at various stages of the judi-
cial process inMaricopaCounty
Superior Court.
Hobbs this week called the

situation a “humanitarian cri-
sis.” The allegations include re-
ports of Indigenouspeople going
missing from lovedones,aggres-
sively recruited from rural tribal
areas to facilities in the Phoenix
area where they didn’t get any

Luxury goods
seized in
$22MAHCCCS
fraud case

ZEKE MILLER, FOSTER KLUG, JOSH
BOAK AND ELAINE KURTENBACH
Associated Press

HIROSHIMA, Japan — Presi-
dent Joe Biden told allies Friday
he will approve plans to train
Ukrainian pilots on U.S.-made
F-16 fighter jets, according to
twopeople familiarwith themat-
ter, as leaders of theworld’smost
powerful democracies worked to
toughen punishments on Rus-

sia for its 15-month invasion of
Ukraine.
The Group of Seven leaders

are meeting in Hiroshima, with
Ukrainian President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy set to take part in their
summit onSunday.He addressed
a summit ofArab leaders in Saudi
Arabia on Friday as he sought to
rally support for his country.
The green light on F-16 train-

ing is the latest shift by the Biden

administration as itmoves to arm
Ukraine withmore advanced and
lethalweaponry, following earlier
decisions to send rocket launcher
systems and Abrams tanks. The
U.S. insisted that it is sending
weapons to Ukraine to defend it-
self and has discouraged attacks
byUkraine into Russian territory.
The G7 leaders also used their

summit to roll out a new wave
of global sanctions on Moscow

as well as plans to enhance the
effectiveness of existing finan-
cial penalties meant to constrain
President Vladimir Putin’s war
effort.
“Our support for Ukraine will

not waver,” the G7 leaders said in
a statement releasedafter closed-
door meetings. They vowed “to
stand together against Russia’s
illegal, unjustifiable and unpro-
voked war of aggression against

Ukraine.”
“Russia started thiswar andcan

end this war,” they said.
Zelenskyy consistently called

for the supply of Western fighter
jets to bolster his country’s de-
fenses against Russia’s invasion,
buthasuntilnowfacedskepticism
fromtheU.S. that theywould turn
the tide in the war.

Biden to OK F-16 training for Ukrainians
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A trained Harris’s hawk with leather jesses on its legs is photographed inside dog crate after it
escaped from its falconer in Tucson and was recaptured by an east-side couple on May 14.

Falconer reunited with lost hawk
after it drops in on Tucson couple

KEVIN FREKING, LISA MASCARO AND
ZEKE MILLER
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Debt limit
talks resumed at the U.S. Cap-
itol late Friday, a sudden turn-
around after negotiations came
to an abrupt standstill earlier in
the daywhen RepublicanHouse
SpeakerKevinMcCarthy said it’s
time to “pause” negotiations,
and a White House official ac-
knowledged there are “real dif-
ferences.”
The official, who was granted

anonymity to talk about thepri-
vate discussions, confirmed late
Friday the talks were back on.
Earlier in the day, McCarthy

said resolution to the standoff is
“easy,” if only Democratic Pres-
ident Joe Biden’s team would
agree to some spending cuts
Republicans are demanding.
The biggest impasse was over
the fiscal 2024 top-line budget
amount, according to another
person briefed on the talks and
granted anonymity to discuss
them.Democrats staunchly op-
pose the steep reductions Re-
publicans have put on the table
as potentially harmful to Amer-
icans.
“We’ve got to get movement

by theWhiteHouseandwedon’t
have any movement yet,” Mc-
Carthy, R-Calif., told reporters
at the Capitol. “So, yeah, we’ve
got to pause.”
TheWhite House official said

there are “real differences” be-
tween the parties on the budget
issues and further “talks will be
difficult.”
The official added that the

president’s team isworkinghard
toward a “reasonable bipartisan
solution” that can pass both the
House and the Senate.
Biden’s administration is rac-

ing to strike adealwithRepubli-
cans led byMcCarthy as the na-
tioncareens towardapotentially
catastrophic debt default if the
government fails to increase the
borrowing limit, nowat $31 tril-
lion, to keep paying the nation’s
bills.
WallStreet turned lowerasne-

gotiationson raising thenation’s
debt limit came to a suddenhalt,
raising worries that the country
could edge closer a default.
The president, in Japan at-

tending the Group of Seven
summit,hadno immediate com-
ment. Biden already planned to
cut short the rest of his trip and
he is expected to return toWash-
ington onSunday.

Debt limit
talks resume
at Capitol

Tucson resident Therese May and her granddaughters, from left,
Vivian, Mallory and Jocelyn, pose with the trained Harris’s hawk
they caught after it showed up at May’s east-side home near
Saguaro National Park on May 14.

READ: To findmore
of the latest stories
from reporter Henry
Brean, point your

smartphone camera at the
QR code and tap the link.

Please see SuMMIT, Page A2

Please see HAWK, Page A7

Please see DEBT, Page A2Please see FRAuD, Page A12

Available exclusively at
store.tucson.com
Please allow 14 days for shipping.


