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Representatives from the Arkansas 
Department of Education Division of 
Elementary and Secondary Education 
and Solution Tree professional devel-
opment services joined administrators 
and staff at Hot Springs Junior Acade-
my Thursday to celebrate the school 
being named a Model PLC at Work 
school.

Schools that embrace the PLC 
concept, an acronym for Professional 
Learning Communities, embrace a total 
team atmosphere and culture of contin-
uous improvement.

Solution Tree consultant, Brig 
Leane, noted the vast progress he saw 
from the school over the past three 
years during the PLC process.

“You have had a steady focus. You 
have had a vision that said, ‘We are 
going to become one of these.’ And 
when we have a vision that’s that tight, 
and you got this group of talented peo-
ple with a tight mission and support, 
you’ve made it,” he said during the 
ceremony inside the HSJA library.

Leane praised the HSJA staff for 
creating a culture of teamwork and 
patience, ensuring that each and every 
child received the personal attention 
they needed.

“You really made the shift in this 
building,” he said. “You made the shift 

from saying, ‘We’re not just teaching 
things, we’re ensuring that kids learn.’ 
‘We’re not just working independent-
ly, we are working interdependently.’ 
That’s a big shift, and when many edu-
cators are working in isolation, you’ve 
decided ‘we’re better’ on interdepen-
dent teams.”

HSJA lead social studies teacher, 
Kyle Stevens, noted the significance of 
the achievement for the school as well 
as him personally.

“I’ve had a lot of different careers, 
I’ve been in education for 15 years, and 
I have never been a part of something 
that has been so exciting,” he said. “Be-
cause it has required the work of every 
teacher, every administrator, every 
student, to get us to this point.”

He noted that over the three-year 
process, they collect data to gauge 
student growth and whether the school 
culture is shifting in the direction that 
it needs in regard to their goals.

“I think the biggest thing is that 
people are in it together now. We don’t 
show up, go to our classroom, do our 
classes, and leave. We spend time to-
gether. We ask each other questions. 
We seek out help with difficult stu-
dents or ways to get students that are 
excelling to excel even more. Every-
thing is done as a team and done to-
gether,” he said.

Such a positive team atmosphere, he 

said, goes far beyond the school walls 
and even the present time.

“For three years, (the students) 
heard every morning our goal was to be 
a Model PLC school by the end of this 
year. And so when we have achieved 
that goal, to be able to sit down with 

a 13- or 14-year-old and say, ‘You can 
set a goal, and it may take you a long 
time to get there, but you can set a goal 
and you can achieve it,’ I think it’s a 
life-changing accomplishment for them 
also,” he said.

Pam Sadler, the school’s building 

learning coordinator who is now in her 
32nd year in education, said this, too, 
is the most exciting thing to happen to 
her during her career. To achieve a goal 
one has worked so hard to achieve, she 
noted, makes it all the more special.
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A Mountain Pine man was arrest-
ed Thursday in connection with the 
shooting death of a Hot Springs man 
earlier that morning on Maryland 
Street.

Kendrick Cordell Jujuane Burris, 
25, who lists a Buckthorn Lane ad-
dress, was taken into custody around 
5:15 p.m. and later charged with a felo-
ny count of first-degree murder, pun-

ishable by up to life in prison, for the 
shooting death of Jamar Smith, 34, of 
Hot Springs.

Burris, who also had a misde-
meanor warrant for failure to ap-
pear, remained in custody Friday on 
a $501,000 bond and is set to appear 
June 6 in Garland County District 
Court, although he will likely be ar-
raigned before then.

The affidavit for Burris has report-
edly been filed under seal to Garland 

County Circuit Court and was not 
available Friday. A gag order limiting 
pretrial publicity in the case was also 
issued on Friday.

According to a news release from 
the Hot Springs Police Department 
issued Thursday night, around 2:30 
a.m. Thursday, officers responded 
to an incident at 209 Maryland St. 
regarding a possible gunshot victim 
inside the residence.

Officers located the victim, later 

identified as Smith, 
deceased inside the 
home.

Interviews were 
conducted and a sus-
pect was identified, the 
release said, noting that 
at around 5:15 p.m., the 
suspect was taken into 
custody at a residence 
in Garland County.

“He is currently being interviewed 

by detectives and more information 
will be forthcoming in the near fu-
ture,” the release said.

Burris was booked into the Garland 
County Detention Center shortly be-
fore 9 p.m. on the murder charge.

According to court records, Burris 
was previously arrested on Aug. 31, 
2022, on felony charges of simultane-
ous possession of drugs and firearms, 
punishable by up to life in prison, pos-
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Mountain Pine man charged with murder in shooting

Fallen officers honored
Monument dedicated during ceremony
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The newly remodeled fallen officer 
monument was dedicated Thursday night 
next to the Garland County Sheriff’s Of-
fice during the annual Police Memorial 
Ceremony, with five local pastors gather-
ing to bless the structure in prayer.

District 7 Justice of the Peace Dayton 
Myers, keynote speaker for the event, 
cited the Scripture John 15:13, “Greater 
love hath no man than this, that a man lay 
down his life for his friends.”

“You, the law enforcement officers of 
our community, are role models for the 
rest of us. You take Jesus’ calling serious-
ly by serving us in a capacity where you 
very well may have to lay down your life 
to protect any and all of us,” Myers noted.

“When you respond to a call for help, 
you men and women respond without 
hesitation or fear. You respond not know-
ing all the facts of the situation you are 

about to enter into. Whether you are 
executing a traffic stop for a broken tail-
light or responding to an active domestic 
violence situation, you do not know if 
your life is in danger or not. On every 
call, you put the safety of others ahead of 
your own personal safety.”

On March 10, 2020, “we had a prime 
example of that,” he said, when “our 
community lost a great man and the Hot 
Springs Police Department lost a great 
officer.” He described how Cpl. Brent 
Scrimshire made a routine traffic stop 
on a vehicle and after seeing a young girl 
not in a car seat, “like the polite, kind 
and compassionate man that he was” he 
asked the driver to call someone to get a 
car seat “for his young daughter’s safety.”

During that traffic stop, Scrimshire 
and Officer Anthony Larkin “came face to 
face with true evil. In only 43 seconds, the 
routine traffic stop turned into the ruth-
less murder of one of our own, Cpl. Brent 

Scrimshire. Like these other men on the 
monument, he gave the ultimate sacrifice 
that evening. A debt which our city will 
never be able to repay to his family.”

Myers told the officers gathered for 
the event “you entrust your lives to each 

HSPD reports four 
officer vacancies in
budgeted positions
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The Civil Service Commis-
sion interviewed officers seeking 
promotion to corporal, sergeant 
and lieutenant Wednesday.

Police Chief Billy Hrvatin 
requested the eligibility list take 
effect as soon as the commission 
certifies it.

“Normally it wouldn’t be ef-
fective until July 1, but we need 
to go ahead and consider mak-
ing those promotions,” he told 
the commission.

Hrvatin told the Hot Springs 
Board of Directors last month 
that officers can test for officer 
1st class after three years of ser-
vice. Most promotions to higher 
ranks go through the civil ser-
vice process, which includes a 

written test and interview with 
the commission. Applicants are 
ranked according to their test 
scores and points the commis-
sion assigns after the interviews. 
The top three can be promoted.

Hrvatin said his promotion 
of Shaun Roach to assistant 
chief last month created a va-
cant lieutenant position. The 
department also has vacant cor-
poral and sergeant positions.

Applicants the commission 
interviewed on May 10 are on 
the new hire eligibility list the 
commission certified. The com-
mission said the list has nine 
applicants, all of whom passed 
written and physical tests prior 
to being interviewed. Hrvatin 
told the commission full back-
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■ The newly remodeled fallen officer monument at the Garland County Sheriff’s Office, 525 Ouachita Ave., was unveiled and 
dedicated Thursday night during the annual Police Memorial Ceremony. The project to create a new monument began in June, 
shortly after last year’s memorial ceremony. 
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■ Garland County District 7 Justice of 
the Peace Dayton Myers gives the key-
note address Thursday night during the 
2023 Police Officer Memorial Ceremony, 
where the newly remodeled fallen officer 
monument was dedicated.

Biden endorses F-16 
training for Ukraine
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HIROSHIMA, Japan — Pres-
ident Joe Biden told allies Friday 
he was approving plans to train 
Ukrainian pilots on U.S.-made 
F-16 fighter jets, according to 
two people familiar with the 
matter, as leaders of the world’s 
most powerful democracies 
worked to toughen punishments 
on Russia for its 15-month inva-
sion of Ukraine.

The Group of Seven leaders 

are meeting in Hiroshima, with 
Ukrainian President Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy set to take part in 
their summit on Sunday.

The green light on F-16s is 
the latest shift by the Biden ad-
ministration as it moves to arm 
Ukraine with more advanced 
and lethal weaponry, following 
earlier decisions to send rocket 
launcher systems and Abrams 
tanks. The U.S. has insisted 
that it is sending weapons to 
Ukraine to defend itself and has 
discouraged attacks by Ukraine 
into Russian territory.

The G7 leaders also used 

Teamwork leads to Junior Academy’s Model PLC school status
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■ Forrest Ridgley, a teacher at Hot Springs Junior Academy who is retiring this year, expresses his appreciation to fellow 
staff members for their hard work in becoming a Model PLC school during Thursday’s celebration inside the school library.
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