
m McKenna Raney-Gray 
of the ACLU of Mississippi 
argues that a transgender 
girl being forbidden by the 
Harrison County School 
District to wear a dress and 
heels along with her cap 
and gown is being stripped 
of her right “to celebrate this 
occasion as her true self.”
m Lena’ Black, an Ameri-
can Indian, is suing Broken 
Arrow Public Schools in 
Oklahoma over the removal 
of an eagle feather from her 
cap before her high school 
graduation, calling it a vio-
lation of her rights to free 
speech and religion.
m Rickey Armstrong Sr. of 
the Seneca Nation said New 
York’s Salamanca School 
District represents “the 
most unique of circumstanc-
es” because of its location in 
the Allegany Territory and 
its large percentages of Indi-
an students and staff, as the 
tribe approved retention of 
the Warrior nickname.
m Carlos Soria, 84, of Spain 
was injured and had to be 
rescued from Mount Dhau-
lagiri in Nepal, a setback in 
his attempt to become the 
oldest person to summit 
the world’s 14 highest peaks, 
with just two to go.
m Shannon Brandt of 
Glenfield, N.D., who first 
claimed that he ran over and 
killed a man after a political 
argument, faces up to 10 
years in prison after plead-
ing guilty to manslaughter 
when the evidence pointed 
instead to intoxication and 
erratic driving.
m Ken Martin of the Min-
nesota Democratic Par-
ty called the melee at the 
Democratic Farmer Labor 
affiliate’s convention “un-
acceptable,” and said new 
bylaws are in the works af-
ter people jumped on stage, 
shouted, banged on tables 
and waved signs, injuring 
two people and scuttling the 
proceedings.
m Kirsten Talken-Spauld-
ing of the National Park 
Service said it “helps fill in 
a little bit of that mosaic … 
of who we are” after two 
dozen 19th-century medals 
earned by brothers who 
were world-class rifle shots 
were recovered after being 
stolen from a historic site 
decades ago.
m Carlos Sanchez of the 
Oregon Zoo said action 
“needs to happen fast so we 
don’t lose more birds” as 
federal officials gave emer-
gency approval to a bird flu 
vaccine for use in critically 
endangered California con-
dors.
m David Barrett of Man-
hattan Bird Alert was among 
those lamenting the death 
of the red-tailed hawk Pale 
Male, but said the bird’s 
fame “shows that even in 
an intensely urban place … 
there are many people who 
have a fondness for wildlife 
and feel a connection to it.”

In the news

LITTLE ROCK
Today Mostly cloudy, breezy.
High 75, north winds gusting 
to 20 mph.
Tonight Partly 
cloudy.
Low 58.
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NFL legend
Jim Brown, Hall of Famer 

and social activist, dies at 87. — Sports, 1C

Hope by the yard
Gardeners’ patience paying off
as winter-hit plants sprout. — Style, 1E
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Ukraine F-16 training said to be a go

President Joe Biden attends a meeting Friday in Hiroshima in west-
ern Japan with other Group of Seven leaders. In a statement after 
private meetings, the G7 leaders vowed “to stand together against 
Russia’s illegal, unjustifiable and unprovoked war of aggression 
against Ukraine.” More photos at arkansasonline.com/520g7/.
(AP/Japan Pool)

HIROSHIMA, Japan — 
President Joe Biden told allies 
Friday that he was approving 
plans to train Ukrainian pilots 
on U.S.-made F-16 fighter jets, 
according to two people famil-
iar with the matter, as leaders 
of the world’s most powerful 
democracies worked to tough-
en punishments on Russia 
for its 15-month invasion of 
Ukraine.

The Group of Seven lead-
ers are meeting in Hiroshi-
ma, with Ukrainian President 
Volodymyr Zelenskyy set to 
take part in their summit on 
Sunday.

The green light on F-16 
training is the latest shift by 
the Biden administration as 
it moves to arm Ukraine with 
more advanced and lethal 
weaponry after earlier deci-
sions to send rocket launcher 
systems and Abrams tanks. 
The U.S. has insisted that it is 
sending weapons to Ukraine 
to defend itself and has dis-
couraged attacks by Ukraine 
into Russian territory.

The G7 leaders also used 
their summit to roll out a 
new wave of global sanctions 
on Moscow as well as plans 
to enhance the effectiveness 
of existing financial penalties 
meant to constrain President 
Vladimir Putin’s war effort.

“Our support for Ukraine 
will not waver,” the G7 
leaders said in a statement 
released after private meet-
ings. They vowed “to stand 
together against Russia’s il-
legal, unjustifiable and un-
provoked war of aggression 
against Ukraine.”

“Russia started this war 
and can end this war,” they 
said.
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Biden shift on jets reported at G7 meeting
UKRAINE AID draws small but 
loud group of congressional 
GOP opponents. Page 6A.

A LOOK at the F-16 and the U.S. 
policy reversal. Page 7A.

U.S. Navy retail service specialist Artayja Stewart of Clarksville, Tenn., stands watch Friday on 
the deck of the USS Paul Hamilton as it transits the Strait of Hormuz with the Mideast-based 
chiefs of the U.S., British and French navies aboard. The cruise was a show of a unified ap-
proach to keep the waterway open after Iran seized two oil tankers. Three Iranian Revolutionary 
Guard boats, guns ready, approached but kept their distance.
(AP/Jon Gambrell)         Article, 8A

Action in the Strait of Hormuz

Employment in Arkan-
sas increased in April for 
the seventh consecutive 
month, generating another 
unemployment record low 
at 2.8% and achieving an all-
time high in the number of 
workers with jobs. The state 
also registered a new low in 
the number of unemployed.

Unemployment dropped 
from 3% in March and is well 
below the U.S. rate of 3.4%, 
the Arkansas Division of 
Workforce Services report-
ed Friday. More Arkansans 
are out searching for work, 
boosting the labor force by 
2,945 though participation is 
lower than it was a year ago.

Leisure and hospitality 
took the spotlight in April, 

adding 6,900 jobs in the 
month and increasing by 
more than 9,000 workers 
from a year ago.

The state also set a record 
high in the number of em-
ployed Arkansans: nonfarm 
payroll reached 1.36 million 
jobs. Compared with April 
2022, there were 12,869 more 
Arkansans employed last 
month. 

“It’s very encouraging, 
not only the record low un-
employment, but the record 
high of the number of Arkan-
sans working,” Clint O’Neal, 
executive director of the Ar-
kansas Economic Develop-
ment Commission, said after 
Friday’s jobs report. “It’s not 
just getting folks off unem-
ployment but it indicates 

Unemployment
hits all-time low
of 2.8% in state
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April’s workforce also sets
record: 1.36 million on job

City Directors (from left) Joan Adcock, Capi Peck and Kathy Webb join Mayor Frank Scott Jr. as he 
gives an update on tornado recovery funds Friday at a news conference in the City Hall rotunda. 
Groups “will have to sign a memorandum of understanding” on the use of the funds in order to re-
ceive them, Scott said.
(Arkansas Democrat-Gazette/Stephen Swofford)

The Arkansas Depart-
ment of Finance and Ad-
ministration is now project-
ing a $1.035 billion general 
revenue surplus at the end 
of fiscal 2023 on June 30 
— up from its Nov. 10 pro-
jection for a $598.1 million 
general revenue surplus.

The finance department 
also is forecasting a $423.3 
million general revenue 
surplus at the end of fiscal 
2024, which begins July 1, 
2023, and ends June 30, 
2024.

The projections are in 
the finance department’s re-
vised general revenue fore-
cast dated Wednesday for 
fiscal 2023, 2024 and 2025 
and anticipate fully fund-
ing the state’s $6.02 billion 
general revenue budget in 
fiscal 2023 and the state’s 
$6.2 billion general reve-
nue budget in fiscal 2024. 
The state’s general revenue 
budget finances state-sup-
ported programs such as 
the public schools, human 
service programs, colleges 
and universities and pris-
ons.

The f inance depart-

Approximately $510,000 
in donations the city of Lit-
tle Rock collected in the 
aftermath of the March 31 
tornado that struck the met-
ro area will be distributed 
to organizations as well as 
affected residents, Little 
Rock Mayor Frank Scott Jr. 
announced at a City Hall 
news conference on Friday.

Roughly $200,000, or 
40% of the total, will be 
distributed to organizations, 
Scott said. The remaining 
$310,000, or 60% of the to-
tal, will be distributed as 
grants to affected residents 
with the help of a third-par-
ty contractor, he said.

The city released the fol-
lowing list of organizations 

Revenue
surplus
forecast
up to $1B
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Extra cash also
projected in ’24

Victims, groups
to split $510,000

The FBI has misused a 
powerful digital surveillance 
tool more than 278,000 times, 
including against crime vic-
tims, Jan. 6 riot suspects, peo-
ple arrested at protests after 
the police killing of George 
Floyd in 2020 and — in one 
case — 19,000 donors to a 
congressional candidate, ac-
cording to a newly unsealed 
court document.

FBI officials say they have 
already fixed the problems, 
which the agency blamed 
on a misunderstanding be-
tween its employees and 
Justice Department lawyers 
about how to properly use a 
vast database named for the 
legal statute that created it, 
Section 702 of the Foreign 
Intelligence Surveillance Act.

But the failures to use 
the database correctly when 
collecting information about 

U.S. citizens and others may 
make it harder for the agen-
cy to marshal support in 
Congress to renew the law, 
which is due to expire at the 
end of this year. It may also 
create additional head winds 
for the FBI, which has been 
under attack for years by for-
mer President Donald Trump 
and his political supporters. 
House lawmakers aligned 
with Trump held a hearing 
this week trying to show that 

the nation’s premier law en-
forcement agency is biased 
against conservatives.

The Foreign Intelligence 
Surveillance Court, which 
oversees Section 702, has 
pressured the FBI to address 
the problems, writing in the 
April 2022 opinion that was 
unsealed Friday that if the 
agency doesn’t perform bet-
ter, the court will crack down 
and order its own changes to 

Database wrongly searched 278,000 times; problem remedied, agency says

FBI faulted for misusing surveillance
DEVLIN BARRETT

THE WASHINGTON POST

Mayor details plans for tornado donations
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