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AND FATIMA HUSSEIN
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — About two-
thirds of U.S. adults say they are
highly concerned about how the
national economy would be af-
fected if the U.S. debt limit is not
increased and the government de-
faults on its debts, according to a
new poll,even as few say they have
a solid understanding of the debt
limit negotiations.

The poll shows about 6 in 10 say
they want any increase in the debt
limit to be coupled with agreed-
upon terms for reducing the fed-
eral budget deficit. At the same
time, Americans are more likely
to disapprove than approve of how
President Joe Biden and congres-
sional negotiators on both sides of
the aisle are handling negotiations.
Slightly more approve of Biden’s
handling of the situation than of
congressional Republicans.

The Associated Press-NORC
Center for Public Affairs Re-
search poll was conducted before
Republican negotiators on Friday
said they would “press pause” on
talks as the two sides struggle to
come to an agreement to avert a
damaging default on U.S. gov-
ernment debt. It shows 27% say
they approve of Biden and 26%
say the same about congressional
Democrats, while 22% approve of
congressional Republicans. Close
to half disapprove of each.

Robert Hutchins, 66, says he
somewhat approves of how House
Speaker Kevin McCarthy and Re-
publicans in Congress are han-
dling negotiations.

“At least he’s trying to do some-
thing,” the Republican from Mil-
ton,Delaware,said of McCarthy’s
leadership over his conference.
“The Democrats want to spend
more money and they don’t want
any limit to it.”

Hutchins said he doesn’t have
“any confidence whatsoever” in
Biden and doesn’t believe in abol-
ishing the debt ceiling, as it serves
as a constant reminder of the na-
tion’s debt load, which stands at
$31.4 trillion.

KEVIN FREKING, LISA MASCARO
AND ZEKE MILLER
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Debt limit
talks came to an abrupt stand-
still Friday after Republican
House Speaker Kevin McCarthy
said it’s time to “pause” negoti-
ations, and a White House offi-
cial acknowledged there are “real
differences” making further dis-
cussions difficult.

McCarthy said resolution to
the standoff is “easy,” if only
Democratic President Joe Biden’s
team would agree to some
spending cuts Republicans are
demanding. The biggest impasse
was over the fiscal 2024 top-line
budget amount, according to a
person briefed on the talks and

granted anonymity to discuss
them. Democrats staunchly op-
pose the steep reductions Re-
publicans have put on the table
as potentially harmful to Amer-
icans.

It is unclear when negotia-
tions would resume, though
talks could pick up again over
the weekend.

“We’ve got to get movement
by the White House and we don’t
have any movement yet,” Mc-
Carthy, R-Calif., told reporters
at the Capitol. “So, yeah, we’ve
got to pause.”

A White House official who
was granted anonymity Friday to
discuss the private conversations
said there are “real differences”
between the parties on the bud-

get issues and further “talks will
be difficult.”

The official added that the
president’s team is working hard
toward a “reasonable bipartisan
solution” that can pass both the
House and the Senate.

Biden’s administration is rac-
ing to strike a deal with Republi-
cans led by McCarthy as the na-
tion careens toward a potentially
catastrophic debt default if the
government fails to increase the
borrowing limit, now at $31 tril-
lion, to keep paying the nation’s
bills.

Wall Street turned lower as
negotiations on raising the na-
tion’s debt limit came to a sud-
den halt, raising worries that
the country could edge closer to

risking a highly damaging default
on U.S. government debt.

The president, who has been
in Japan attending the Group of
Seven summit, had no immediate
comment. Biden already planned
to cut short the rest of his trip
and he is expected to return to
Washington on Sunday.

White House press secretary
Karine Jean-Pierre said Biden
planned to be briefed on the
negotiations by his team Friday
evening. He departed early from
a Friday night dinner with G7
leaders in Hiroshima.

Negotiators met Friday for a
third day behind closed doors at
the Capitol with hopes of settling

Debt limit talks grind to a
halt amid ‘real differences’

J. SCOTT APPLEWHITE, ASSOCIATED PRESS

Rep. Patrick McHenry, R-N.C., a key ally of House Speaker Kevin McCarthy, R-Calif., and chairman of the House Financial Services Committee, talks
to reporters Friday outside the speaker’s office after debt limit negotiations with President Joe Biden’s mediators came to an abrupt halt, at the
Capitol in Washington.
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STAFF REPORT

A historical marker dedicated
to the significance of boiled pea-
nuts in Dothan’s culinary and
agricultural history was unveiled
Wednesday morning on the Troy
University Dothan Campus.

Provided by the William G.
Pomeroy Foundation’s Hungry
for History Marker Program, the
marker commemorates boiled
peanuts as an important food
identified as part of Dothan’s
history and heritage.

After local historian Dale Cox
brought the grant opportunity to
the attention of the Troy-Dothan
faculty, Rachael Cox, enrollment
coordinator, and Dr. Marty Ol-
liff, professor and director of the

Wiregrass Archives, successfully
applied for the grant.

“The William G. Pomeroy
Foundation has multiple projects
to commemorate folklife at the
local level,” Olliff said. “Hungry
For History provides free perma-
nent markers that link localities
with iconic foods. For Dothan,
that’s boiled peanuts. The sales
and distribution methods have
changed over time, from young
kids hawking bags on the streets
of downtown to roadside stands
catering to cars, but the prod-
uct and its identification with
the Wiregrass has remained the
same since the early 20th cen-
tury.”

In order to qualify for the

grant, food dishes must: be a
prepared, ready-to-eat dish
that has existed prior to 1970;
be composed of at least two in-
gredients; be identified with the
specific locality; be available to
eat today; and have historical
significance to the surrounding
community.

“By the early 1950s, Dothan
was recognized, in the south-
east at least, as the Peanut Cap-
ital of the World,” Olliff said.
“It’s not a matter of claiming it
yourself, it’s getting other people
to agree to it. Even earlier than
that, Dothan was recognized as
specifically the Boiled Peanut

Troy-Dothan unveils boiled peanut historical marker

TROY UNVERSITY PHOTO

A historical marker recognizing the significance of boiled peanuts in Dothan’s
history is unveiled by Troy University Enrollment Coordinator Rachael Cox,
left, and Senior Vice Chancellor for Academic Affairs Dr. Kerry Palmer.
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