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Artists in Action

Markets, reading and 
museum programs 
will make for a fun 
summer. Page 2C
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Drucilla Grizzard finds the name of her father, Walter Thackerson, on the Alabama Law Enforcement Memorial wall in Anniston’s 
Centennial Park. 

BY BRIAN GRAVES
The Anniston Star

An overcast sky diffused light across a crowd colored 
mostly in blue as residents from nearby and across the 
state gathered in Anniston to remember and honor those 
law enforcement officers who gave their all in the line of 
duty.

The seventh annual Alabama Law Enforcement Memo-
rial Ceremony held Friday morning at Centennial Memo-
rial Park was the climax of a week-long local and national 
recognition of those who “serve and protect.”

While the first four days of the week served as an uplift-
ing living tribute and appreciation to both active and 
retired officers, the final day was somber, filled with the 
reality that wearing a law enforcement uniform does not 
guarantee one will return home safely at the end of a day 
on duty.

“This is so important because we want these families 
to know we’re behind them,” said the Rev. C. O. Grinstead, 
chaplain of the Oxford Police Department. “These officers 
are more than just memories, they are part of our lives for 
those of us who knew them.”

Calhoun County Circuit Court Kim McCarson intro-
duced distinguished guests before Probate Judge Alice 
Martin sang the national anthem and a local honor guard 

Memorial ceremony honors law 
officers who gave their lives
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A scene from the seventh annual Alabama Law Enforcement Memorial Cer-
emony held Friday morning at Centennial Memorial Park in Anniston.Please see MEMORIAL | Page 4A

OPAC 
prepares for 
season reveal

BY BRIAN GRAVES
The Anniston Star

OXFORD — The Oxford Performing Arts Center 
will have a trifecta to celebrate when it hosts its 2023 
fall season reveal June 2.

OPAC’s recently concluded spring season was its 
most successful ever with more sold-out shows than 
ever before, according to OPAC officials.

The fall season reveal program will spotlight not 
only a new lineup of coming attractions but also 
OPAC’s 10th anniversary of bringing top-notch talent 
to entertain audiences in east central Alabama.

“Our season reveal events are always fun and 
exciting,” said OPAC executive director John Long-
shore. “But this year for our 10th anniversary, we are 
doing something extra special.”

Longshore said the evening would feature a spe-
cial live soundtrack representing the broad range of 
musical genres which have filled OPAC’s concert hall 
over the years provided by the Atlanta Pops Orchestra 
and other special surprise guests.

That musical spectrum includes songs from 
Broadway, rock, and country, along with selections 

Please see OPAC | Page 4A

Quiet shift gives Oxford officer 
time to talk about his profession

BY BRIAN GRAVES
The Anniston Star

OXFORD — Oxford Police Patrol 
Officer Shane Dunnagan drives through 
one of the city’s neighborhoods with 
which he has become so familiar, keep-
ing his eyes out for the unfamiliar.

Accompanied by an Anniston Star 

reporter given permission to ride along 
with the veteran policeman, Dun-
nagan carried out his normal duties 
on a recent early evening shift. It was 
an unusually quiet period, giving the 
44-year-old native of Belleville, Ill., a 
chance to reflect on the meaning of his 
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Oxford police patrol Officer Shane Dunnagan rides through an Oxford 
neighborhood during his shift.

Please see OPD | Page 4A


