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 Amgen loses drug patent suit
against Sanofi............................ B3

JobMarket for BlackWorkers Is Best Ever
Better-paying, more-stable occupations could provide resilience in potential recession

WASHINGTON—The Su-
preme Court unanimously re-
jected efforts to hold Twitter,
Google and Facebook culpable
for Islamic State attacks be-
cause they hosted terrorist
material on their sites, but
sidestepped any fuller reckon-
ing with Section 230, the foun-
dational internet law that
shields social-media platforms
from liability for user-gener-

ated content.
The decisions—a 9-0 ruling

in Twitter v. Taamneh and an
order remanding another case,
Gonzalez v. Google, to a lower
court—represent a significant
but limited win for big tech
companies in their battle to
curb their liability for users’
actions on their platforms. Al-
phabet’s Google unit—which
includes YouTube—had warned
that a successful challenge to
Section 230 could “upend the
internet.”

Lawmakers from both par-
ties seized on the court’s ac-
tions Thursday to renew calls
for an overhaul of the law.

“The Justices passed on
their chance to clarify that
Section 230 is not a get-out-
of-jail-free card for online
platforms when they cause
harm,” said Sen. Dick Durbin
(D., Ill.), chairman of the Sen-
ate Judiciary Committee,
stressing the need to “protect
kids against the dangers of on-
line platforms.”

Rep. Cathy McMorris Rod-
gers (R., Wash.), chair of the
House Energy and Commerce
Committee, said the court’s
decision in the Google case
demonstrated “why we must
update the law intended to
hold these companies account-
able.” Republicans were work-
ing, she said, “to reform Sec-
tion 230 and require
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Virtual Fence
Keeps Cows
HomeonRange

i i i

Jolt from a collar
reins in bovines if
they try to stray

BY JIM CARLTON

STRONG CITY, Kan.—Cole
Mushrush does two things
when he wakes up each morn-
ing at the family ranch here in
the Flint Hills—make a pot of
coffee, then fire up his laptop
to see if any cows have wan-
dered astray.

Not many do, because elec-
tronic collars have been hung
around their necks that give
them a jolt if they try to cross
one of the invisible fence
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Walt Disney has canceled
two major investments in Flor-
ida, including reversing course
on a potential $900 million of-
fice park, amid a high-profile
dispute with state lawmakers
and Gov. Ron DeSantis.

The company is halting
plans for a new corporate cam-
pus in Florida that would have
relocated more than 2,000 em-
ployees, mostly from its theme-
parks division, to the commu-
nity of Lake Nona in Orlando.

Separately, Disney also is
closing its Star Wars: Galactic
Starcruiser experience at Walt
Disney World by October, one
of the company’s most expen-
sive attractions, where visitors
are immersed completely in a

ESPN is laying the ground-
work to sell its channel directly
to cable cord-cutters as a sub-
scription-streaming service in
the coming years, people famil-
iar with the matter said, a shift
with profound implications for
the company and the broader
television business.

Executives at ESPN and its
parent, Walt Disney, for years
have said it was inevitable that
the sports-TV channel would
one day be available as a
stand-alone streaming service.
Now, as consumers increas-
ingly cut the cable-TV cord,
the company is actively pre-
paring for that shift under a
project with the internal code
name “Flagship,” the people
said. The company has set no
firm timeline for the change.

ESPN would continue to of-
fer the TV channel after
launching a streaming option,
the people familiar with the
matter said. Still, the change
could have a major impact on
cable-TV providers, since
ESPN is one of the main at-
tractions of the cable bundle.
The providers pay to carry the
ESPN channel and would have
to compete with the new
streaming service.

ESPN has begun securing
flexibility in its deals with ca-
ble providers to offer the
channel directly to consumers,
the people said. Financial
terms of those deals couldn’t
be learned. The company is
having similar discussions
with pro sports leagues as
those rights deals come up
and has secured the same flex-
ibility from at least two major
leagues, the people said.

The sports-media giant took
its first step into streaming in
2018 with the launch of ESPN+,
a monthly streaming service
whose live programming in-
cludes golf events, certain Ma-
jor League Baseball and pro-
fessional hockey games, as
well as a variety of scripted
and unscripted programming.
It has 25.3 million subscribers.

But ESPN+ doesn’t offer ac-
cess to the ESPN channel it-
self, including high-value pro-
gramming like National
Basketball Association and Na-
tional Football League tele-
casts that are available only
on TV. Project Flagship is
about helping ESPN transition
the full channel to streaming.

Every big media company is
carrying out a tricky shift from
the traditional TV business,
which has been very lucrative,
to a streaming world where
the economics are more uncer-
tain. Consumers for decades
have paid for large bundles of
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Home Sales and Prices Drop
Sales of previously owned homes fell in April from the prior
month and prices declined from a year earlier by the most in
more than 11 years. The national median existing-home price
fell 1.7% in April from a year earlier to $388,800. A2

The tightest job market in generations
is transforming the employment pros-
pects for Black Americans in ways that
could be more long-lasting than in past
economic expansions.

The unemployment rate for Black
workers fell to a record low 4.7% in

April. That was still above the national
average, but below 5% for the first time
in Labor Department records of employ-
ment for Black Americans, which began
in 1972. About 1.1 million more Black
Americans held jobs last month than in
February 2020, just before the pandemic
took hold. That increase accounts for
nearly half the total gain in employment
during that time.

Black workers have long been at the
bottom of the ladder in terms of wages
and job security. But the confluence of
strong demand for labor and demo-
graphic shifts in the country over the
past few years, when many older, white
workers retired, benefited Black Ameri-
cans. Many moved into occupations that
pay more, demand more skills and offer
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“Star Wars”-themed adventure
for multiple days.

Josh D’Amaro, head of Dis-
ney’s Parks, Experiences and
Products division since 2020,
said the Lake Nona project is
dead. In an email to staff
Thursday, he announced that
employees will no longer be
asked to relocate from South-
ern California.

Hundreds of employees
from the division have already
moved to Florida, and will be
given the option of returning,
according to people familiar
with the matter. The cancella-
tion comes as local govern-
ment and tourism officials in
Orange County, Fla., have been
touting the project as an im-
portant driver of investment
and job growth.
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BY ROBBIE WHELAN
AND JACOB PASSY

Disney Scraps Plans
For Florida Campus
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ESPN
Pursues
Streaming
Flagship
Channel
Talks with leagues and
partners start as more
consumers opt to cut
cable-television cord

BY JESSICA TOONKEL
AND SARAH KROUSE

Court Backs Websites in Terror Cases

 Chinese dissidents sell out at
New York comedy shows... A10

China’s crackdown on over-
seas firms has made clear that
leader Xi Jinping values secu-
rity over economic growth. To
eradicate any doubt, according
to people familiar with the
matter, he has put state-secu-
rity czar Chen Yixin in charge.

The campaign, which has

included raids on Chinese of-
fices of U.S. due-diligence
firms and questioning of staff
at the Bain consulting firm, is
sending shock waves across
global businesses.

As news about investiga-
tions emerged in recent weeks,
some international business
executives were surprised that
no one in Xi’s leadership came
out to try to calm foreign in-
vestors, as was the case in the
recent past.

Such a role was tradition-
ally played by technocrats
such as Liu He, Xi’s longtime
economic adviser, who negoti-

ated a trade deal with the
Trump administration and re-
tired in March. This time, eco-
nomic officials stayed silent as
the crackdown intensified.

Putting Chen in charge is
part of a broader push by Xi
to displace technocrats whose
backgrounds in economics and
finance once made them key
to establishing China’s credi-
bility with global investors
and businesses. While Xi has
been gradually shifting the
priority of the Communist
Party’s political agenda from
economic development, what’s
emerging is an entire govern-

ment apparatus geared toward
domestic security.

Until recent years, China’s
leaders had embraced capital-
ist forces—both domestic and
foreign—as they focused on
integrating China’s economy
with those of the U.S. and
other Western countries.

Xi believes that China must
do more to defend the party’s
ideological and economic se-
curity against the West—a be-
lief made more urgent by Bei-
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Xi’s Top Spy Leads Crackdown
Squeeze on U.S. firms
is part of plan to give
security clique power
over China’s economy

Dig, If YouWill, ThisPicture, but JusticesSayWarhol Infringed

TOO SIMILAR: The Supreme Court ruled 7-2 that Andy Warhol’s portrait of Prince, right, infringed the copyright of a photo,
left, by Lynn Goldsmith that he used as a reference. The ruling narrows the ‘fair use’ right of artists and writers. A4
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What’s
News

 Chinese leader Xi has
put state-security czar
Chen in charge of the coun-
try’s crackdown on over-
seas firms, according to
people familiar with the
matter. The campaign is
sending shock waves
across global businesses. A1
 The Supreme Court
unanimously rejected ef-
forts to hold Twitter, Google
and Facebook culpable for
Islamic State attacks be-
cause they hosted terrorist
material on their sites, but
sidestepped any fuller reck-
oning with Section 230. A1
 Biden planned to unveil
a new round of U.S. restric-
tions on trade with Russia on
the first day of the G-7 sum-
mit, a move designed to fur-
ther squeeze the Kremlin and
demonstrate allies’ continued
resolve to support Ukraine.A9
 The debt-limit impasse
could soon force officials at
the Fed to revisit a crisis-
management playbook that
was put together during sim-
ilar fights a decade ago. A2
 The U.S. and Taiwan
reached agreement on a
number of trade and in-
vestment measures. A10
 Biden appeals-court
nominee Michael Delaney
withdrew from consideration
after coming under stiff
bipartisan opposition. A4
 The FDA cleared for the
first time a test to gauge a
mother’s risk of severe preec-
lampsia, a leading cause of
pregnancy-related illness
and death in the U.S. A3
Died: Sam Zell, 81, billion-
aire real-estate investor. B1

ESPN is laying the
groundwork to sell its

channel directly to cable
cord-cutters as a subscrip-
tion-streaming service in
coming years, people famil-
iar with the matter said. A1
 Disney has canceled two
major investments in Florida,
including reversing course
on a potential $900 million
office park, amid a high-
profile dispute with state
lawmakers and DeSantis. A1
 Stocks gained as inves-
tors kept their eye on debt-
ceiling talks. The S&P 500,
Nasdaq and Dow rose 0.9%,
1.5% and 0.3%, respectively.B1
Walmart said its quar-
terly sales rose, a sign that
the retailer is scooping up
customers looking for lower
prices who have curtailed
spending elsewhere. B1
 Apple has restricted the
use of ChatGPT and other ex-
ternal AI tools for some em-
ployees as it develops its own
similar technology, according
to a document reviewed by
the WSJ and people famil-
iar with the matter. B1
Air-bag inflators that regu-
lators said could explode dur-
ing a crash are in at least 50
different vehiclemodels span-
ning 15 automotive brands,
according to records filed
as part of a safety probe. B1
 Lazard CEO Ken Jacobs
is preparing to step down,
people familiar with themat-
ter said, with Peter Orszag ex-
pected to take the top job.B10
 The Supreme Court said
Amgen patents relating to
its cholesterol drug Repatha
shouldn’t have been granted,
handing a victory toSanofi.B3
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