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‘Forever
chemicals’

Republicans propose
$125 million to address
contaminants in water,
but Democrats aren’t
very impressed
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SAVING THE DAY
Devin Williams, bullpen have been
difference-makers for first-place
Brewers early in season
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Plan ahead
Music, art and theater
fill the weekend slate
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He’s a good fella
Cannes becomes a
celebration for director
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CHRIS RICKERT
crickert@madison.com

FourofWisconsin’sfive inves-
tor-owned utilities are asking
state regulators for permission
to hike electricity rates in 2024,
the state watchdog Citizens
Utility Board said Thursday.
Increases range from 2.5% at

We Energies to as much as 18%
for Alliant Energy customers,
CUB said — although Alliant
disputed that interpretation.
The increases, if approved, rep-
resent hundreds of millions of
dollars in new revenue and come
on top of utility increases that
took effect in January for all five
of the state’smajor utilities: Al-
liant,MadisonGas andElectric,
We Energies, Wisconsin Public
Service and Xcel.
“CUB’s analysts and econo-

mists will be evaluating these
proposals and look for opportu-
nities for savings, supporting the
(state Public Service Commis-
sion) staff in its audits,” saidTom
Content, CUB executive direc-
tor. “We remain concerned that
our electricity rates are higher
than nearly all other Midwest
states and that our utilities are
earning profits well above what
they need.”

ANNA HANSEN
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Dane County is investing $1.5
million inTheRiverFoodPantry,
which will use the funds to help
build a larger facility.
County Executive Joe Parisi

announced the investment in a
Thursday news conference, say-
ing it’s thecounty’s contribution
to an “all hands on deck” situa-
tion.
“(Staff and volunteers) have

the ability to help more people,
they have volunteers, they have
staff, they have the know-how,”
he said. “But at a certain point,
you run out of space to do so.”
Dubbed “South Central Wis-

consin’s busiest food pantry” by
staff and volunteers, The River
FoodPantry’s serviceswereused
more than 200,000 times in the
lastyearalone,executivedirector
RhondaAdams said.
The number of households

using food pantries already was
on the rise when, in March, the
federal government ended ad-
ditional FoodShare funds that
had been authorized amid the
COVID-19 pandemic, meaning

families had less government
assistance to shop for groceries
at a timeofhighly inflatedprices.
So theyhave increasingly turned
to foodpantries tofill in thegaps.
And the pantry, Adams said,

already had been craving more
space for a long time. The River
has been operating at its Darwin

Road location since 2006, after
renovations the previous year
turned a warehouse into a food
pantry.
Now, floor-to-ceiling shelves

overflow with boxes, filled to
bursting with produce, dog and
cat kibbles, and dry goods. Vol-
unteers bump into one another

along narrow passages between
shelves, struggling tofindplaces
for new stock, pushing carts and
carrying bags out to idling cars,
wheredrivers await theirnext set
of groceries.
“If you step inside, it’s pretty

apparent that thisover40-year-
old warehouse is outdated and
bursting at the seams,” Adams
said. “We’ve maximized every
inch of space to accept, store,
prepare and distribute food.”
Pantry officials have been re-

searching other potential prop-
erties for a long time, but to no
avail.TheDarwinRoadbuilding’s
lease expires in December 2024.
Adams saysnoneof the struc-

tures they looked into fit their
needs. So, they’ve decided to
build.
While plans for a new space

are still in early phases, she esti-
mates the total constructioncost
will be$8million.Adamssaidshe
believes thecounty’s investment
will help thepantry leveragesup-
port from local businesses, peo-
ple and foundations.

$1.5M investment meant
to help open new doors
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Volunteers Mary Pomeroy, left, and Helen Drobniak put together prepared meals for clients — including spaghetti with a meat sauce, salad and
a pear — at The River Food Pantry. Rhonda Adams, the pantry’s executive director, says Pomeroy and Drobniak are “regulars,” always filling the
workspace with chit-chat and laughter.
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WASHINGTON — The Su-
premeCourt on Thursday sided
with Google, Twitter and Face-
book in lawsuits seeking to hold
them liable for terrorist attacks.
However, the justices side-
stepped the big issue hovering
over the cases: the federal law
that shields social media com-
panies from being sued over
content posted by others.

The justices unanimously re-
jected a lawsuit alleging that the
companies allowed their plat-
forms to be used to aid and abet
an attack at a Turkish nightclub
that killed 39 people in 2017.
In the case of an American

college studentwhowaskilled in
an Islamic State terrorist attack
in Paris in 2015, a unanimous
court returned thecase toa lower
court,but said there appeared to
be little, if anything, left of it.

The high court initially took
up the Google case to decide
whether the companies’ le-
gal shield for the social media
posts of others, contained in a
1996 law known as Section 230,
is too broad.
Instead, the court said it was

not necessary to reach that is-
sue because there is little tying
Google to responsibility for the
Paris attack. “We therefore de-
cline to address the application

of Section 230 to a complaint
that appears to state little, if
any, plausible claim for relief,”
the court wrote in an unsigned
opinion.
The outcome is, at least for

now, a victory for the tech in-
dustry, which predicted havoc
on the internet if Google lost.
The high court remains free to
take up the issue in a later case.

Ruling on internet liability avoided
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Republican leaders in the state
Assembly andSenate are at odds
over a key aspect of an extensive
bill to expand state funding to
Wisconsin communities — set-
ting the stage for possible grid-
lock on funding that local gov-
ernments have sought for years.
The disagreement revolves

around a provision that would
allow the city of Milwaukee and
Milwaukee County to increase
sales taxes to fund pension debt
only if residentsapprove thepro-
posals in a public vote. The As-
semblypassedaversionof thebill
includingthepublicvote require-
mentWednesdayafterAssembly
SpeakerRobinVos,R-Rochester,
declared his chamber was done
negotiating on thematter.
However, Senate Major-

ity Leader Devin LeMahieu,
R-Oostburg, told reporters
Thursday morning the public
vote measure is unlikely to be

GOP leaders
disagree on
local aid bill
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Kurt Nicholson, ePantry coordinator, stocks lentils in the ePantry
area at The River Food Pantry. The ePantry allows those with dietary
restrictions to hand-select their groceries online. Currently, it offers 72
specialty foods, including low-sodium, kosher and dairy-free items.
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