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MADISON – The Legislature’s Joint
Finance Committee voted Tuesday to
increase the starting wage for district
attorneys and public defenders in the
upcoming state budget, going farther
than what Democratic Gov. Tony Evers
proposed earlier this year.

The plan, if signed by Evers, would
bump the minimum pay rate for assis-
tant district attorneys and public de-
fenders by $8.76 per hour, up to $36.
Under the plan, experienced district
attorneys will also be able to access
pay raises, with the removal of a maxi-
mum cap. 

“This funding is critical for our com-
munities and for making sure that we
have safe and constitutionally protect-
ed places to live, work and raise a fam-
ily,” said Joint Finance Committee co-
chair Rep. Mark Born, R-Beaver Dam.

Republican leaders are also propos-
ing to add additional district attorney
positions in Sauk and Kenosha coun-
ties, as well as converting some part-
time positions in Langlade, Oneida
and Ozaukee counties. The rate for pri-
vate attorneys serving as public de-
fenders would also be raised to $100 an
hour, up from $70 an hour. The travel
rate for private attorneys would also be
raised to $50 an hour.

Fond du Lac County District Attor-
ney Eric Toney said during a news con-
ference that the Republican proposal
would be “transformational.”

“When we deal with crime, politics
must be set aside and I’m really proud
of the work of the Legislature based on
what this is going to mean for prose-
cutors across Wisconsin,” said Toney,
who also serves as the president of the
Wisconsin District Attorneys Associa-
tion.

DAs, public
defenders
may get
pay raise
Lawmakers vote to
increase starting wage
Laura Schulte
Milwaukee Journal Sentinel
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See PAY RAISE, Page 3A

LINWOOD – It wasn’t exactly on
whim that John and Cindy Gedritis de-
cided, “Hey, let’s buy some land and
raise a bunch of the largest animals we
can fi�nd.”

But it’s not far from the truth about
how they came to own a 127-acre farm
west of Stevens Point and raise a herd of
bison on it. 

Welcome to the Back In Time Bison
Ranch and the intriguingly unorthodox
retirement for a couple who spent most
of their lives in northern Illinois.

The seed for the bison ranch might
have sprouted quickly, but the soil it was
planted in has been fertile for years and
years. 

This couple’s retirement plan?
Buy some bison, start a ranch 

John and Cindy Gedritis didn’t exactly retire when they moved to Wisconsin from Illinois. They bought a bison ranch near
Stevens Point in 2021. 

Keith Uhlig
Stevens Point Journal
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See PLAN, Page 4A
An American bison is seen at Back in Time Bison Ranch near Stevens Point. 
PHOTOS BY TORK MASON/USA TODAY NETWORK-WISCONSIN 

Well, hot diggity dog. The hot dog on
wheels that’s been relished as the Wie-
nermobile since 1936 has a new name
for the fi�rst time, The Kraft Heinz Com-
pany announced Wednesday.

Oscar Mayer, which got its start in
the late 1800s, had been headquartered
in Madison for nearly 100 years before

relocating to Chicago in 2015. 
It’s a part of the Kraft Heinz food and

beverage company, which was created
in 2015 through the combination of
Pittsburgh-based Heinz and suburban
Chicago-based Kraft, which was engi-
neered by Warren Buff�ett’s Berkshire
Hathaway and Brazilian investment
fi�rm 3G Capital, according to a previous
Journal Sentinel report.

Here’s what to know, from the Wie-
nermobile’s new name to why its name

was changed: 

What is the Wienermobile’s 
new name? 

The Frankmobile

Why was the Wienermobile’s 
name changed?

The new name “pays homage” to the
brand’s 100% beef franks and their new

recipe, a news release said. The new
recipe features a “more balanced” fl�avor
profi�le and “iconic” beefy taste that is
“more fl�avorful than ever,” the release
said. 

Other changes that have 
been made to the vehicle 

The fl�eet of six vehicles will have new 

Wienermobile’s name has changed, for better or wurst
Hannah Kirby
Milwaukee Journal Sentinel
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