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It was hard to tell on
Wednesday which was murkier
in Pierce County: the skies or
the water.
Wildfires burning in Alberta

are pushing smoke into western

Washington while unseason-
ably warm temperatures in the
Cascades are sending sediment
down the Puyallup River and
into Commencement Bay.

WILDFIRES
While Mount Rainier was out

Wednesday it appeared to be
on a smoke break. The Cana-

dian fires are layering smoke in
the 10,000-15,000-foot range,
said National Weather Service
meteorologist Maddie Kristell
The good news is that air

pollution is remaining compara-
tively better at sea level. Winds
coming in from the Pacific
should soon send the smoke on
its way.

“By Friday it should be scoot-
ing out of here,” Kristell said.

MILKY WATERS
The Puyallup River was the

color of chocolate milk
Wednesday afternoon. As sedi-
ment was filtering out, various

CRAIG SAILOR The News Tribune

A crew tends to a boom in the Sitcum Waterway at the Port of Tacoma Wednesday afternoon. Sediment-filled water from the Puyallup
River is turning Commencement Bay various shades of white, green and blue.

Warming brings milky waters,
smoky skies to Pierce County
BY CRAIG SAILOR
csailor@thenewstribune.com

SEE WEATHER, 6A

KYIV, UKRAINE
Russia fired 30 cruise missiles

against different parts of
Ukraine early Thursday in the
latest nighttime test of Ukrai-
nian air defenses, which shot
down 29 of them, officials said.
One person was killed and

two were wounded by a Russian

missile that got through and
struck an industrial building in
the southern region of Odesa,
according to Serhiy Bratchuk, a
spokesperson for the region’s
military administration.
Amid the recently intensified

Russian air assaults, China said
its special envoy met with Uk-
rainian President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy during talks in Kyiv
earlier this week with Ukraine’s
chief diplomat.

Beijing’s peace proposal has
so far yielded no apparent
breakthrough in the war. Chi-
nese Foreign Ministry spokes-
person Wang Wenbin said
Thursday that the warring par-
ties needed to “accumulate
mutual trust” for progress to be
made.
Ukrainian officials sought

during the talks to recruit Chi-

Ukraine says it shot down 29
of 30 cruise missiles
BY SUSIE BLANN
Associated Press
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In this photo provided by the Ukrainian Police Press Office, fragments
of a Russian rocket that was shot down by Ukraine’s air defense
system burn in the Kyiv region Thursday.SEE UKRAINE, 6A

The Supreme Court on Thurs-
day dismissed a major challenge
to the internet’s legal shield
known as Section 230, which
has long protected social media
websites from being sued for
what users post there.
In a short unsigned opinion,

the court said it would not rule
on the potentially momentous
issue because the plaintiffs who
sued had no valid claims that
Twitter or Google had aided
terrorists, an allegation that was
at the heart of their lawsuit.
The outcome came as relief

for the social media sites in-
cluding Facebook and YouTube
that have grown and prospered
thanks to the protections set by
Congress at the dawn of the
internet.
“This is a huge win for free

speech on the internet,” said
NetChoice Litigation Center
Director Chris Marchese. “The
court was asked to undermine
Section 230 – and declined.”
But the justices left open the

question that first drew their
attention, which suggests it
could return in a future case.
Section 230 had been dubbed

“the 26 words that created the
Internet” because it said “inter-
active computer service” can be
a platform for free speech and
shall not be “treated as the
publisher or speaker of any
information” posted there.
While publishers and broad-

casters can be sued for whatever
they print or put on the air,
interactive websites are shielded
under the law.
In recent years, critics com-

plained that social media com-

High court
dismisses
challenge to
internet’s
legal shield
BY DAVID G. SAVAGE
Los Angeles Times
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