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Former inn use prompts legal battles
BY CHRIS MAYS

Brattleboro Reformer

WILMINGTON — A dispute over 
the use of a former inn is al-
leged to have escalated to in-
volve anti-Semitism.

In Vermont Environmental 
Court, the owner of  the former 
Nordic Hills Lodge and neigh-
bors are separately appealing 
a decision by the Wilmington 
Development Review Board.

Last May, the DRB approved 
the application to allow lodging 
again at 34 Look Road in a 3-1 
decision, a month after neigh-
bors voiced opposition to the 
plan to allow rentals to groups 

only with a two-day minimum. 
The decision says the property 
must comply with the noise or-
dinance since it falls within the 
residential district.

After one year of  not hosting 
lodging or more, Nordic Hills 
Lodge had reverted to a res-
idential property. Neighbors 
say the property has not been 
used as an inn since about 2014.

One of  the laws cited in own-
er Yisroel Teitlebaum’s appeal 
is the federal Religious Land 
Use and Institutionalized Per-
sons Act of  2000. The law was 
designed to protect individu-
als, houses of  worship and oth-
er religious institutions from 

discrimination in zoning and 
landmarking laws, according 
to justice.gov.

In a complaint fi led in feder-
al court last week, Teitlebaum 
contends he is a victim of the 
town and his neighbors. Wilm-
ington Police Department Of-
fi cer Ryan P. O’Neil, the Select 
Board, and neighbors Jennifer 
Nilsen, Eric Potter and David 
Boliver are named as defen-
dants.

Deborah and Terrance Per-
kins purchased the property 
and ran it as an inn from 2011 
through 2014, according to the 
lawsuit. Hermitage Inn Real 
Estate Holding Company LLC 
bought it in 2014 and used it 
for employee housing before 
it went back to the couple in 

October 2019 as part of  a tax 
sale after the Hermitage fi led 
for bankruptcy.

The couple renovated the 
inn and prepared it for occu-
pancy again before deciding to 
put it up for sale, according to 
the lawsuit. The listing noted 
potential uses such as continu-
ing to lodge large groups, the 
complaint states.

Prior to Teitlebaum’s pur-
chase in June 2021, the three 
neighbors “did not complain 
about the property housing 
large groups of people,” ac-
cording to the suit. Teitlebaum, 
whose primary residence is in 
Connecticut, contends they have 
an issue with his large family 
practicing Judaism on site.

PHOTO FROM COMPLAINT

A pig head was allegedly put on a stake to provoke 
emotional distress for the owner of 34 Look Road.

Town reviews 
the projected 
revenue for EMS, 
request for info
BY CHRIS MAYS

Vermont News & Media

BRATTLEBORO — As part of a 
“multitrack” project look-
ing at paths for a munic-
ipal EMS model or con-
tracted options ahead of a 
major decision on how to 
proceed in September, the 
Select Board reviewed pro-
jected revenues and a re-
quest for information from 
providers.

Assistant Town Manag-
er Patrick Moreland esti-
mates the payer mix for 
Brattleboro is made up of  
about 41 percent with stan-
dard Medicare, 10 percent 

with managed Medicare, 
29 percent with Medicaid, 4 
percent with private insur-
ance or none, and 3 percent 
with the Veterans Admin-
istration. The fi gures are 
based off  doubling the 1,061 
patients who were provid-
ed care during the fi rst 
six months of  EMS being 
handled by Golden Cross 
Ambulance and the Brat-
tleboro Fire Department 
from July 1 to Dec. 31 after 
contract disputes led the 
town to end its 56-year re-
lationship with Rescue Inc.

“One of  the reasons 
we did that particular 

REFORMER FILE PHOTO

Brattleboro Firefi ghter Jamaal Cunningham, union president 
of Local 4439 Firefi ghter, goes over the daily check of the 
Golden Cross ambulance at Station 2 on March 10.

Jack Manix, owner of Walker 
Farm in Dummerston, lifts 

up a cover to show the 
strawberry plants that were 

covered by Reemay to protect 
the plants from the frost on 

Thursday.

KRISTOPHER RADDER  
BRATTLEBORO REFORMER

Area farmers dodge 
frost and freeze bullet

BY SUSAN SMALLHEER

Brattleboro Reformer

EAST DUMMERSTON — Jack Ma-
nix and his farm crew spent 
hours and hours Wednesday 
getting ready for last night’s 
frost and freeze.

And it paid off.
Thursday morning, Manix, 

the owner of  Walker Farm in 
East Dummerston, a vegeta-
ble farm, garden center and 
farm stand, could sigh with 
relief.

Temperatures across 
Windham County — like 
most of  the state — dipped 
into the 20s, spelling doom for 
tender crops.

Manix said his crew of  
14 people worked all day 
Wednesday preparing the 

rows of  vegetables and straw-
berries already in the ground 
by spreading yards and 
yards of  Reemay row cov-
er — a polyester fabric that 
traps warmer air close to the 
ground and thus keeps the 
plant from freezing.

The only casualty that 
Manix reported Thursday 
was some green bean plants, 
which he admitted “were 
mush” once the sun came up. 
Farmers are experiencing a 
“roller coaster” of  tempera-
ture changes, he said, with 
this April’s hot temperatures 
pushing plants ahead, which 
made them more vulnerable 
to the Thursday frost.

“We have to learn how to 
adapt,” he said.

The blueberry bushes are 

too unwieldy to cover, he 
said, and he was hoping for 
the best.

Manix said his strawberry 
crop, which had been covered 
with a heavier weight of  Ree-
may because of  the in-bloom 
strawberry sensitivity — had 
made it through with fl ying 
colors.

“I think we’ll leave it on 
through tonight. They say it 
will go down to 38, but you 
never know,” said Manix.

One thing in the organ-
ic farm’s favor was that it 
hadn’t planted its sweet corn 
crop yet, and thus it wasn’t 
burned by the cold tempera-
tures, he said.

Walker Farm plants its 10 
acres of  sweet corn by using 

BY MIKE DONOGHUE

Reformer correspondent

MONTPELIER — The Ver-
mont Attorney’s Offi ce 
is planning to fi le crimi-
nal charges against two 
veteran state troopers 
for the use of a bean 
bag in an effort to dees-
calate an out-of-control 
suspect at a home in 
Newfane on June 17, 2022, according to 
the head of the Vermont Troopers’ As-
sociation.

Patrol Sgt. Ryan 
Wood and Trooper 
Zack Trocki have been 
notifi ed that they will 
be cited into criminal 
court in the coming 
days by the Vermont 
Attorney General’s Of-
fi ce, according to VTA 
Executive Director Mi-
chael O’Neil.

O’Neil, reached by 
phone, said the VTA leadership along 
with veteran defense lawyers David 
Sleigh on behalf  of  Wood and Robert 

Sussman on behalf  of  Trocki are “out-
raged” by the decision by Attorney Gen-
eral Charity Clark.

Clark has ordered state police to issue 
citations to Wood and Trocki for reck-
less endangerment and simple assault, 
O’Neil said.

O’Neil said there is a strong objection 
to what he called “the criminalization of  
a split-second public safety decision” by 
Clark’s offi ce.

He said the issue should be dealt with 
internally through policies and proce-
dures.

Troopers to face criminal charges 
in Newfane ‘bean bag’ incident

Wood Trocki

Anti-Semitism alleged against neighbors
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