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2023 Vermont high school
softball breakout stars
SPORTS, 1B

MONTPELIER – Vermont’s fi�scally
conservative Republican governor
said Wednesday he hasn’t decided
whether to veto a number of key social
programs passed by the state’s Demo-
cratic-controlled Legislature, but that
he believes lawmakers are spending
too much money. 

Gov. Phil Scott said he shares many
of the goals of the Legislature, which
passed bills in the just-completed ses-
sion to expand child care, pay for uni-
versal school meals and fi�ght climate
change, among other things.

Taken together, the bills passed by
the Legislature, which include a $100
million payroll tax, $20 million in in-
creases in fees at the Department of
Motor Vehicles and $180 million in
proposed clean heat mandates, could
end up costing each Vermont house-
hold $1,200, he said. 

It’s likely Scott will veto a number
of those bills, which would go back to
the Legislature for a late-June veto
session.

Scott said he won a majority of
votes in each Vermont community
last fall. But Vermonters also elected
Democratic supermajorities to the
state House and Senate.

“Vermonters voted for balance and
expected us to work together,” Scott
told reporters during his weekly news
conference Wednesday. “But they’ve
also been loud and clear with me:
They didn’t think Vermont was aff�ord-
able enough before this legislative
session.”

Democratic House Speaker Jill Kro-
winski said after Scott’s news confer-
ence that lawmakers are following the
will of the people, who wanted them
to do more about issues such as af-
fordable child care and universal
school meals. The House passed those
bills by big enough margins that they
would have the two-thirds votes
needed to override gubernatorial ve-
toes.

“We’ll continue to talk with the gov-
ernor about what his concerns are, but
I feel strongly about the legislation we
passed to help Vermonters in all 14
counties,” she said.

Democratic President Pro Tempore
Phil Baruth said Scott has voiced his
support for expanded child care, but
his proposals to pay for it wouldn’t
meet the need and the money would
have to come from cuts elsewhere. In-
stead, the Legislature’s $150 million
child care plan that would increase
subsidies for parents and increase pay
for child care workers would be paid
for with help from a 0.44% payroll tax
split between employers and 

Scott may
veto Dem’s
key plans
Wilson Ring
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HIROSHIMA, Japan – World leaders
landed Thursday for a Group of Seven
meeting in Hiroshima, the site of the
world’s fi�rst atomic bomb attack, with
Russia’s war in Ukraine expected to be
high on the agenda. 

Japanese Prime Minister Fumio
Kishida kicked off� his summit diploma-
cy by meeting with U.S. President Joe

Biden after his arrival at a nearby mil-
itary base. He was due to hold talks
with British Prime Minister Rishi Sunak
a 
bit later in the day, before the three-day
gathering of leaders of the world’s
wealthy democracies opens on Friday. 

The Japan-U.S. alliance is the “very
foundation of peace and security in the
Indo-Pacifi�c region,” Kishida told Biden
in opening remarks. 

“We very much welcome that the co-
operation has evolved in leaps and
bounds,” he said.

Biden said: “When our countries
stand together, we stand stronger, and I

believe the whole world is safer when
we do.” 

The U.S. president exited Air Force
One and briefl�y greeted troops at near-
by Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni. 

As G-7 attendees made their way to
Hiroshima, Moscow unleashed yet an-
other aerial attack on the Ukrainian
capital. Loud explosions thundered
through Kyiv during the early hours,
marking the ninth time this month that
Russian air raids have targeted the city
after weeks of relative quiet. 

“The crisis in Ukraine: I’m sure that’s

G7 leaders in Hiroshima for meeting
Will discuss Ukraine,
China’s military buildup 
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SOUTH BURLINGTON — In March,
the University of Vermont and Snyder-
Braverman Development Co. broke
ground on Catamount Run in South Bur-
lington, which will provide 588 beds −�

primarily for graduate and medical stu-
dents, but also for faculty and staff� who
need interim housing −� when completed
by August 2025, according to Richard
Cate, vice-president for fi�nance and ad-
ministration.

Cate said those beds will include stu-
dio apartments, as well as one-, two-,
and three-bedroom apartments. The fi�-

nal mix of apartments has yet to be de-
termined, but the goal is to keep the
rents at or below the general market
rates, according to Cate.

The University of Vermont Health
Network just opened 61 new apart-
ments in the same area as Catamount 

UVM project hopes to
ease housing shortage 

Catamount Run in South Burlington will provide beds for 588 graduate and medical students, as seen on April 26.
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COWBOY CHICKEN 
SAMMIE, Anyone? 

Crispy Chicken, Ranch Dressing, Bacon
#getblissbee

DIRTY 
SODAS 

ANYONE?
Maine Root Sodas 

Custom Blended With 
Unique Flavors

Real Food, Real Easy

Williston & 
South Burlington

GetBlissBee.com


