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Japan’s Kishida, 
Pres. Biden 
meet ahead of 
G-7 summit 
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SEAN JONES
Richmond Times-Dispatch 

Richmond’s o�  ceholders and 
its elite, the brass and rank-
and-fi le, and families bound 
to each by a badge of law and 
honor, but also heartbreak, 

gathered inside the city’s po-
lice training headquarters on 
Thursday to honor the memory 
of the city’s o�  cers who made 
the ultimate sacrifi ce.

Under a bright sunny sky, 
they joined together during a 
gathering to lay a wreath during 
a solemn ceremony, as a bag-
pipe dirge fi lled the air, to mark 
the memory of each o�  cer in a 

tribute that has become a yearly 
tradition at the start of National 
Police Week.

Among the many heartbreak-
ing stories, one belonged to Ed-
win Robert Stephenson, who 
was just 9 months old when his 
father died in the line of duty in 
1974. 

ERIC KOLENICH
Richmond Times-Dispatch 

WILLIAMSBURG — The new-
est roller coaster at Busch Gar-
dens pulls out of the station, 
takes a slow left turn then shoots 
riders into the darkness.

On DarKoaster, the park’s 
10th roller coaster, riders lean 
forward, straddling snowmo-
bile-like seats, and hold on to 
the handles.

The indoor ride opens Friday 
and is housed in the Oktoberfest 
section of the park. It provides 
moderate thrills, requires riders 
to be at least 48 inches tall and 
can appeal to kids as young as 7 
or 8.  

“It’s the best of all worlds,” 
said Kevin Lembke, the park’s 
president. “It checks a lot of 
boxes.”

The ride’s name is an homage 
to the attraction that preceded it.  

Its building opened in 2005 
as Curse of DarKastle, a virtual 
reality ride. It closed in 2017 and 

Honoring those who ‘gave all’
EVA RUSSO, TIMES-DISPATCH 

Interim Police Chief Rick Edwards speaks during the Richmond Police Department Police O�  cers’ Memorial Service at the Richmond Police 
Training Academy on Thursday. The ceremony, which took place during National Police Week, paid homage to Richmond’s fallen o�  cers. 

New ride 
opening 
at Busch 
Gardens

SEAN JONES
Richmond Times-Dispatch 

Brown Grove has now reached 
national signifi cance with rec-
ognition from the National Park 
Service, marking it a place wor-
thy of preservation, as announced 

this week by a local preservation 
group.

The historically Black commu-
nity is now listed in the National 
Register of Historic Places. The 
rural historic district is the only 
such district in Virginia that hon-
ors Black rural or suburban her-
itage. It was fi rst designated to 
the Virginia Landmarks Register 
in 2022.

But the Brown Grove Preserva-
tion Group had been pushing for 

both state and national designa-
tions as a way to honor the com-
munity and as a way to protect 
it from future development that 
could break up the historic land. 

Initially an antebellum plan-
tation economy, Brown Grove 
was later established by former 
enslaved people during the Re-
construction Era. It emerged 
as a self-su�  cient agricultural 
community featuring a net-
work of small farms and general 

stores around the community 
focal point, Brown Grove Baptist 
Church, along with a school-
house, some of which remains.

Today, the 1,200-acre area 
around Sliding Hill and Ashcake 
roads in Hanover County is a 
middle-class residential neigh-
borhood, but evidence of its past 
remains. Many modern residents 
can trace their roots back to the 
enslaved families that established 
the community.

Caroline Dobson Morris, a mid-
wife, was nicknamed “the mother 
of Brown Grove.” She was born 
into slavery and bought by slave 
owners in the area when she was 
9 years old, but later became freed 
and settled in the area. 

When Morris died, she had 112 
grandchildren. Nearly all of the 
remaining descendants with ties 
to slavery are modern generations 

Brown Grove now listed in National Register

Two weather systems approach 
Virginia in the next few days — 
one from the south and one from 

the west. The narrow space in be-
tween the systems will hold just long 
enough to keep either one of them 
from dominating the weather over 
metro Richmond, but there will still 
be some infl uences.

The disturbance approaching from 

the south will turn eastward before 
fully reaching Virginia on Friday, 
keeping most of its rain near Virginia 
Beach, but its trajectory also means an 
occasional northeast wind will cover 
the state, keeping temperatures in 
the 60s. Clouds will also be in place 
for much of the day, but the chance 
of any signifi cant rain reaching Rich-
mond is low.  

The system approaching from the 
west on Saturday will lose a lot of its 

No sign of big heat as in past few years

Gathering a tribute 
to city’s fallen o�cers

INSIDE : Police focus on 
neighborhood-level e� ort 
to connect with residents. 
LOCAL, A3

SUMMER OUTLOOK

LOOK: Local news 
customized for you. Check 
out our new app! Aim your 
smartphone at this code and 

tap the link. 

MORE ONLINE: See 
a video of Richmond 
police saluting fallen 
o�  cers. Aim your 

smartphone at this code and tap 
the link.

SEAN 
SUBLETTE

HISTORIC DESIGNATION

Its status protects 
Hanover community 
from development

9TH COASTER

Indoor DarKoaster 
‘checks a lot of boxes’

BUSCH GARDENS 

The DarKoaster indoor ride is 
housed in the Oktoberfest section 
of Busch Gardens. It requires riders 
to be at least 48 inches tall and can 
appeal to kids as young as 7 or 8.

Please see DARKOASTER, Page A4

Please see BROWN GROVE, Page A4

Please see MEMORIAL, Page A5

Please see FORECAST, Page A16

TICKETS & INFO: VAFEST.ORG OR CALL 757-282-2822

VIRGINIAARTSFESTIVAL

SATURDAY, JUNE 17

JUNE 16-18

GUARANTEE YOUR SEATS
FOR AN UNFORGETTABLE

SUMMER MUSIC EVENT!
Lawn of the Art Museums of Colonial Williamsburg

THE WOOD BROTHERS
WITH SPECIAL GUEST SHOVELS & ROPE

FRIDAY, JUNE 16

KEB’ MO’
WITH SPECIAL GUEST PETER ONE

SUNDAY, JUNE 18


