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Leadership positions

High school lacrosse

LCS taps new principals for two
Hill City elementary schools. A2

VES boys, girls advance to VISAA
state championship matches. B1

Justices avoid ruling on law shielding
platforms from content liability. NATION, A7
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The University of Lynchburg
honored nearly 400 graduates
— by conferring 203 Bachelor of
Arts and 191 Bachelor of Science
degrees — Thursday morning at
its 120th commencement cere-
mony.

Robert Lemon Jr., chair of the
board of trustees, started the

ceremony by congratulating
students but also urging them
to do four things: listen “more
than you talk,” encourage honest
dialogue, learn from others, and
value and respect the life stories
of those around you.

“This is your graduation day,
it’s exciting. It’s that rare com-
bination of celebration mixed
with relief,” Lemon said. “The
progressions of this life chapter

are behind you; you’ve earned
this diploma and ain’t nobody
gonna take it away.”

President Alison Morri-
son-Shetlar alluded to the stu-
dents’ perseverance during the
pandemic.

“The past three years have
been trying for all of us, because
we’ve navigated the pandemic
and an uncertain future. I’m
so proud of how you all have

come together to face these
challenges and I’m delighted
that we are closer than six feet,”

LISA MASCARO
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Negotiators
from the White House labored
Thursday over the U.S. debt limit
with House Speaker Kevin McCa-
rthy’s emissaries at the Capitol,

grinding through head-to-head
talks trying to strike a budget
deal to avert a looming economic
crisis.

With hopes for a breakthrough
as soon as this weekend, President
Joe Biden and McCarthy tapped
their top representatives to work
out a deal after talks with a larger
contingent stalled.

Upbeat, McCarthy said it was
important to have an “agreement
in principle” by the weekend if

they hope to get to a House vote
next week. That would leave
enough time for the Senate to act,
too, ahead of a deadline as soon as
June 1.

“Everyone’s working hard,”
McCarthy told CNN and others

Sides race for a deal

PAIGE DINGLER, THE NEWS & ADVANCE

Graduate Aditya Casaverde Pertica celebrates during commencement at the University of Lynchburg on Thursday.

‘Go forth and make a difference’
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Amherst County’s budget for
the 2023-24 fiscal year, includ-
ing a $2.5 million funding boost
to the county’s public schools
division and a 7% pay raise for
county employees, received the
board of supervisors’ approval
Monday.

The budget’s general fund of
$56.2 million is more than $5
million over the current budget,
an increase of 11.5%. For the first
time in six years, the local contri-
bution to Amherst County Public
Schools jumped from $13.9 mil-
lion to more than $16 million, a
hike of 18%.

Included in the budget is a new
position for the public works de-
partment at a cost just exceeding
$78,000 that County Adminis-
trator Jeremy Bryant has said
would be used to solely focus

AMHERST COUNTY

Budget
bolsters
school
funding
Includes 18% increase
to local contribution to
district; plan also adds
role for US 29 cleanup
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New water and sewer rates are
set to go into effect June 1 and
will be used for all billing state-
ments after June 30 following the
Bedford County Water Authority
board of directors’ approval Tues-

day.
A single customer spoke against

the new rates for fiscal year 2023-
24 during a public hearing Tues-
day, according to Megan Pittman,
director of administration for the
authority.

The average customer us-
ing 4,000 gallons of water per

month will see a rate increase of
about $4 to $6 per month for wa-
ter and $3.50 to $3.80 per month
for sewer, a news release issued
Thursday said.

The rate changes can be viewed
at https://www.brwa.com/
rate-adjustment/.

“The conversations that the
board, Finance Committee, and
staff have had surrounding the
budget and rate change have
been very analytical, thoughtful,

and challenging,” Jill Underwood,
director of finance, said in the re-
lease. “Balancing the needs of the
community with the Authority’s
ability to continue to provide ser-
vice with as few interruptions as
possible, is always a fine balance to
achieve. We believe that instating
rate changes this year will allow us
to continue to improve our service
with as little impact as possible to
our customers.”

This year marks the final in a

10-year equalization process that
now has successfully combined
the former Bedford County Public
Service Authority and the former
City of Bedford Water and Sewer
department rates into one rate,
with the exception of special ser-
vice areas. The two former entities
combined into the BRWA follow-
ing the former city of Bedford’s
reversion to a town in July 2013.

Bedford County Water Authority approves new rates effective June 1
Average customer to see a hike of $4 to $6 per
month for water and $3.50 to $3.80 for sewer

University of Lynchburg honors nearly 400 graduates at its 120th commencement ceremony

WATCH: For video
of the University
of Lynchburg
commencement, point

your smartphone at the QR code,
then tap the link.

FEDERAL GOVERNMENT | DEBT LIMIT

Congress, WH officials
projecting optimism as
negotiators hold talks

J. SCOTT APPLEWHITE, THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

Senate Minority Leader Mitch McConnell (from left), R-Ky.; Senate Majority
Leader Chuck Schumer, D-N.Y.; and Speaker of the House Kevin McCarthy,
R-Calif., applaud during a portrait-unveiling ceremony for former Speaker of
the House Paul Ryan, R-Wis., at the Capitol on Wednesday in Washington.

 MORE INSIDE: Fed officials
are split about what to do next to
fight inflation. Page A5
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