
Mettle on the mound
DeChicchis leads North Stafford to
Commonwealth title. SPORTS, PAGE B1
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CATHY DYSON
The Free Lance–Star

Get out those cowbells if
you plan to cheer on runners
in Fredericksburg on Sunday
morning.

The runners are coming. More

than 5,000 are expected to take
part in various Marine Corps
Historic Half events, and traffic
closures and delays are coming
with them.

Sunday events begin at 6 a.m.
and include three races: the
Historic Half Marathon, 13.1
miles; Semper 5ive, 5 miles; and
Devil Dog Double, 18.1 miles.

Half-marathoners and Devil
Doggers will begin at the
starting line, on Carl D. Silver

Parkway near the intersection
with Gordon W. Shelton Drive.
Semper 5ivers will take off from
James Monroe High School.

While the fastest half-mar-
athoners will finish in an hour
and change — and the last par-
ticipants will be done by 10 a.m.
— traffic closures, and delays,
will go well beyond that time.

Most notably, the north-
bound lanes of Carl D. Silver
Parkway from Fall Hill Avenue

to Gordon Shelton Drive will be
closed from 4 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
and from Shelton Drive to Hos-
pitality Lane from 4 to 10 a.m.

There will be no entrance to
Gordon Shelton Drive from Carl
D. Silver Parkway to Celebrate
Virginia until 10:30 a.m.

Rolling closures will start
at 5:30 a.m. along the course,
which runs from Central Park to

LISA MASCARO
AP Congressional Correspondent

WASHINGTON — Negotiators
from the White House labored
Thursday over the U.S. debt limit
with House Speaker Kevin McCa-
rthy’s emissaries at the Capitol,
grinding through a second day of
head-to-head talks trying to strike
a budget deal to avert a looming
economic crisis.

With hopes for a breakthrough
as soon as this weekend,President
Joe Biden and McCarthy tapped
their top representatives to work
out a deal after talks with a larger
contingent stalled out.Brown bags
of lunchtime snacks were deliv-
ered to the stately room signaling
the slog ahead.

Upbeat, McCarthy said it was
important to have an “agreement
in principle” by this weekend if
they hope to get to a House vote
next week. That would leave
enough time for the Senate to act,
too, ahead of a deadline as soon as
June 1.

“Everyone’s working hard.”Mc-
Carthy told CNN and others at the
Capitol.

The White House team also ap-
peared upbeat as they entered the
building,but declined to comment
and departed two hours later.They
were expected to be back at it Fri-
day and into the weekend.“This
does not have to be a crisis,” Vice
President Kamala Harris said
during a virtual meeting of com-
munity leaders on Thursday.

“A default could trigger a re-
cession, stop military paychecks
and raise interest rates for years
to come,” Harris said. “America
must pay our bills, just like you
and your family and other hard-
working Americans do every
single day.”

Runners are coming
for the Historic Half
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Runners begin the Marine Corps Historic Half in 2022. Every year, crowds gather in the city to cheer on the athletes, who on Sunday morning will
again take to the streets of Fredericksburg.

ADELE UPHAUS
The Free Lance–Star

For the second year in a row,
Spotsylvania School Board
members attended a conference

with ties to several conservative
political groups.

According to the list of pay-
ments posted weekly to the
Spotsylvania County Public
Schools website, the school di-
vision paid $500 in March for
two registrations to the Virginia
School Board Summit.

The summit, which was held
March 3–4, was sponsored by

the Noah Webster Educational
Foundation — an organization
that includes “parental engage-
ment” and “faith and morality”
among its five core principles.
The event was described as be-
ing “designed to equip advocates
for conservative values in edu-
cation.”

Additional sponsors of the
summit included the Middle

Resolution Policy Network — the
policy arm of the Middle Resolu-
tion Political Action Committee,
which has spent $1.5 million sup-
porting Republican candidates
for state and local office since
2009, according to the Virginia
Public Access Project — and the
Family Foundation, a faith-based

Rhetoric
cools in
talks on
debt limit

CATHY DYSON
The Free Lance–Star

Nick Minor gets calls all the
time from companies looking for
an industrial site where they can
set up shop.

But the economic develop-
ment director for King George
County can’t seal the deal be-

cause most of the businesses
want a place available immedi-
ately.

“The timing is what kills us,”
he said. “It’s not the location,
it’s not the locality, it’s because
we are 12 to 18 months out from
being able to get them where they
need to be.”

The county is trying to correct
that issue by having another site
ready for business. Since Last
June, its first such facility, the
149-acre King George Industrial
Park next to the regional landfill,

has been filled to capacity. All its
parcels are taken or spoken for,
Minor told supervisors almost
a year ago, and he encouraged
the county to look at other land
closer to Dahlgren.

The county already owns 36
acres off U.S. 301, where the
King George Transportation
Department runs its bus garage.
With additional land from two
privately owned parcels, the
county could operate a second
industrial site with 82 acres and
about 650,000 square feet of

buildable space for light indus-
trial businesses.

On Tuesday, Minor updated
the King George Board of Su-
pervisors on progress at the park.
He’s already acquired a concep-
tual layout and had the nearby
properties appraised. Next, he’ll
discuss options and agreed-
upon prices with landowners so
if a business is interested, no one
will suddenly “jack up the price,”
Minor said.

K.G. has need for industrial park

SARAH RANKIN
Associated Press

RICHMOND — Gov. Glenn
Youngkin issued a third round of
endorsements Thursday in Vir-
ginia legislative races, backing 19
more Republican candidates, in-
cluding six who are in contested
primaries.

Among those who received the
governor’s nod were Tara Durant
and Emily Brewer, both members
of the House of Delegates facing
spirited challenges for the GOP
nomination in state Senate races.

Youngkin is also backing Lee
Peters, who is facing GOP oppo-
nent Michael Kasey in a bid for
the nomination for the House
seat in the new 65th District,
which comprises parts of Fred-
ericksburg, Stafford and Spot-
sylvania.

Gov. Youngkin
endorses GOP
candidates in
primary races

Conservative summit fees paid by Spotsy

Traffic closures,
delays planned
in city on Sunday

Negotiators say this
is the key weekend

Supervisors want more
county sites to attract
interested companies

School board members
attended event with
ties to political groups
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