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InsideLocal calendar
of area events
YOUR COMMUNITY, PAGE A2

MORE COMICS: For more comics
exclusively for subscribers, point
your smartphone camera at the QR
code, then tap the link.

Hike again? Take a pause?
Fed officials are split on what to do. NATION, A5

Progress hopes upbeat
White House negotiators meeting with
Kevin McCarthy’s team. NATION, A7

FROM STAFF REPOTS

In a tradition of spring span-
ning more than four decades,
Danville’s Festival in the Park re-
turns Friday for a three-day run.

Admission to the festival is
free.

Hosted in Ballou Park — lo-
cated at 760 W. Main St. — fea-
tured attractions include music,
amusement rides and lots of
food. It all kicks off Friday from
4 to 10 p.m. An open mic night
will provide the evening enter-
tainment.

Saturday is the busiest of the
three-day affair. The Virginia
Breeze 5K will start at 9 a.m.
hosted on the Nestle 5K course.

The race starts at the intersec-
tion of Tunstall Road and West
Main Street. More details are
available at danvillerunner.org.

This year features a Festival in
the Park Classic Car Show from
9 a.m. to noon. From 10 a.m. to
1 p.m. there’s a Serve 365 Com-
munity Resource Fair planned.

Saturday’s entertinament
lineup includes Kuumba Dance,
TC Carter Band, Papa Thump,
The Bogeys, The Old 97 Band and
Cody Bradley.

Sunday will wrap up the event
from 1 to 6 p.m. with entertain-
ment provided be Dominque
Prunty/Vicky Wilson and Divine
Host. Also in the lineup will be
Divine Favor, Tru-Way, D. Mor-
ton and Gifted and The Mickens.

Last week, Danville Pub-
lic Schools celebrated its
2023 Graduates of Dis-

tinction from Galileo Magnet
and George Washington high
schools at the Institute for
Advanced Learning and Re-
search. Each of the 45 students
recognized accumulated points
based on four pillars: academic
achievement, citizenship,
community service and par-
ticipation in extra-curricular/
co-curricular activities. At-
tendees heard from former
Danville Public Schools student
Shelita Augustus, a doctoral
student for applied science at

William and Mary and an en-
gineering Trainee at NASA’s
Johnson Space Center. In addi-
tion, students with the top eight
GPAs and Legacy Graduates
who have attended Danville
Public Schools since kinder-
garten were recognized. Amber
David and Jordan Greene were
chosen in a drawing for schol-
arships from American National
Bank and Trust.

2023 GRADUATES OF DISTINCTION HONORED IN DANVILLE
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Tradition
of spring
returns to
Danville
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Danville Utilities customers fac-
ing the threat of having their util-
ities disconnected or trying to get

them turned back on can apply for
help from Danville Social Services.

The department of social ser-
vices will be able to provide
$124,500 in utilities assistance for
qualifying customers.

The money is being provided
from rural recovery funds through
the Virginia Department of Health,
said Deborah Fitzgerald, family
services manager with social ser-
vices.

“It’s for people in rural areas
disproportionately affected by
COVID,” she said.

The funds from the state de-
partment of health came from the
American Rescue Plan Act.

Assistance will include up to
$500 for each Danville Utilities
customer who is either on the verge
of having their utilities discon-
nected due to a delinquent account
or has had their power shut off and

is looking to get reconnected, Fitz-
gerald said.

The department of social ser-
vices usually provides help with
utilities through the Neighbors
Helping Neighbors program for
those who meet certain criteria.
Those requirements are being
waived for the latest infusion of
assistance, Fitzgerald said.

“We’ve opened it up to every-
body,” she said.

The department has until April
2024 to use up the money. But
funds could run out before then,
Fitzgerald said.

Customers who want to apply
can do so at the Danville Depart-
ment of Social Services at 510 Pat-
ton St. in Danville. Office hours
are from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday
through Friday.

Applicants must provide their
current utility bill.

$124K to help utility customers
DANVILLE

Assistance available
from social services
for anyone in need

LOOK: To see
additional photos,
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Festival in the Park
kicks off Friday for
its three-day affair

Please see SPRING, Page A5

And the winners are...
The community spoke, and

we listened!

WinnersWinners
Coming soon!Coming soon!

Find out who
will be titled
THE BEST
on Sunday,
May 28


