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SYDNEY SHULER

Hospitals nationwide are
struggling to find nurses after the
pandemic increased demand —
and burnout — in the industry.

A new nurse-led recruitment
initiative at the University of
Virginia Medical Center is hop-
ing to change that locally. Their
efforts have already seen more
than 200 new nurses join their

ranks.
About 100,000 registered

nurses left the U.S. workforce
over the past two years due to
stress, burnout and retirements,
and another 610,388 reported an
intent to leave by 2027, according
to a study released by the Na-
tional Council of State Boards
of Nursing.

At UVa Medical Center, the

annual graduate recruitment
numbers, which usually fall be-
tween 100 and 150, plummeted
to 80 in 2022.

The pandemic was a major
factor in the “shift,” UVa Health
System recruiter Corinne Lascala
told The Daily Progress.

Nate Ledford, a registered
nurse and staffing resource office
nurse manager at UVa Medical

Center, agreed.
“About six to eight months

into the pandemic, UVa Health
really began feeling the con-
straints of a turnover of clini-
cians and a higher demand for
nurses to be able to provide care
and, at the same time, a struggle
to meet that demand,” Ledford

FROM STAFF REPORTS

Albemarle County police have
arrested a man and a woman after
officers said they interrupted an
“infant abduction in progress.”

Police said they arrested
3 4 - y e a r - o l d
Catherine Or-
tiz-Caridad and
2 4 - y e a r - o l d
Wilson Canan-
Cruz on Monday
and charged the
pair with abduc-
tion as well as fil-
ing a false police
report.

According to
the police, Or-
tiz-Caridad and
C a n a n - C r u z
were caught at-
tempting to ab-
duct the infant
child of a relative
they had been
trusted to care
for while the mother was prepar-
ing for a move out of state.

“On Sunday, April 23, 2023,

Mother says
her relatives
tried to abduct
her baby while
babysitting

HAWES SPENCER

A Vermont man who was re-
ported to be among the racist
torch-bearing mob that marched
the Grounds of the University
of Virginia the night before the

deadly Unite the Right rally in
Charlottesville nearly six years
ago has been indicted.

The April 3 indictment of
34-year-old Ryan Roy of Enos-
burg Falls was unsealed earlier
this month by Albemarle Circuit
Judge Cheryl Higgins. It brings the
total number of recently unsealed
indictments against the marchers
to five.

Like the others before him, he

has been charged
with burning an
object to intimi-
date, a felony of-
fense.

Unlike the oth-
ers, Roy was re-
leased on bail.
That move fol-
lowed a May 9

hearing before Higgins, who or-
dered him to stay away from the

university, the scene of the Aug. 11,
2017, march which culminated in a
confrontation between marchers
and student counterprotesters at
the statue of Thomas Jefferson in
front of the school’s Rotunda.

“Defendant is allowed to re-
turn to his home in Vermont, but
must remain in Vermont unless
traveling to or from Virginia for
this charge,” reads his bail recog-
nizance form at the courthouse.

After Roy cited public assis-
tance as the totality of his income,
Higgins pronounced him to be in-
digent and appointed the Office of
the Public Defender to represent
him.

At least three other men —
Dallas Medina of Ravenna, Ohio;
Tyler Bradley Dykes of Bluffton,
South Carolina; and William

Fifth man indicted for torch-bearing mob

HAWES SPENCER

A once highly-regarded Char-
lottesville-based biotech firm
appears to have burned through
at least $40 million in govern-

ment money, stiffed local ven-
dors and has declared bankruptcy.
Charlottesville-based Micro-
GEM U.S. Inc. filed for Chapter
11 bankruptcy protection earlier

this month, a move that typically
leaves unsecured creditors un-
likely to get paid.

“They screwed us out of
$8,000,” Mike Toney, owner of

Blue Ridge Pack & Ship, told The
Daily Progress. “For a small busi-
ness, that’s a killer.”

Toney contended that the firm
strung him along for months with

promises that it was on the verge
of big contract.

“We got emails and emails and

Biotech firm that promised ‘spitfire’ COVID test goes bust
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Ryan Roy of Vermont,
unlike others, released
on bail by a local court

Roy
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Short-staffed UVa nurses manage to
recruit hundreds to join their ranks
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‘Abduction in progress’
interrupted by police,
according to reports
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Nurse Mary Katherine Thurman prepares a room for an incoming patient at the University of Virginia Transitional Care Hospital.
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