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Here’s a salute to all of Culpeper’s high school graduates. INSIDE

Rustic charm
Past is always present B6

ANDRA LANDI
For the Orange County Review

Orange County Public Schools
will be receiving approximately
$1.6 million less in funding that
it had originally hoped for fiscal
year 2024, but Superintendent
Dr. Daniel Hornick remains opti-
mistic that the district can make
the best of a less-than-ideal sit-
uation.

Hornick originally presented
operating budget priorities for
FY24 to the county school board
on Jan. 23, after meeting with
staff and administration at each
of the nine local schools through-
out November and December.
Initial priorities included avoid-
ing passing on health insurance
increases to employees, as well as
a minimum 5% pay increase and
1% retention bonus for all full-
time employees.

In addition, certain groups
were targeted for raises above
5%, including mechanics, bus
drivers, custodians, instructional
assistants, speech pathologists
and bookkeepers. The district
also intended to offer teachers a
7% raise plus step increases.

The original priorities also
included several new positions,
including an assistant principal
for Locust Grove primary and el-
ementary schools, a technology
testing and resource teacher for
Unionville Elementary School,
two new teachers for Locust
Grove Middle School and a ded-
icated teacher-mentor position.

CATHY DYSON
The Free Lance–Star

While some people say thank
you with cards or flowers, the
Stumborgs of Spotsylvania
County decided that eyeglasses
would be a more fitting way to
show their gratitude.

Mother and daughter Lau-

ren and Jorjica Stumborg re-
cently collected and gave more
than 300 pairs of glasses to to
the Fredericksburg Host Lions
Club. It was a diverse donation
of prescription glasses, read-
ers, bifocals, transitional lenses,
clear frames, tortoise shells and
everything in between, made by
companies ranging from Costco
to Calvin Klein, in cases adorned
with corporate logos such as
Cover Girl and Tiffany.

The group is part of Lions In-
ternational, which says it’s the

largest service organization in
the world. Its work providing
free screenings for possible vi-
sion problems goes back to 1925
when Helen Keller challenged
the Lions to become the “knights
of the blind.”

The Fredericksburg Lions will
have the glasses cleaned and
evaluated by fellow Lions at Lake
of the Woods. Then, the glasses
will be sent to impoverished
children and adults in African
and Asian countries, said Shir-
ley Cunningham Eye, president

of the Fredericksburg club.
“There, even if they can’t find

the right prescription, if they can
find one lens that will fit the pre-
scription that someone needs,
they’ll give them the glasses and
the other eye has to adjust,” said
Eye, whose last name fits per-
fectly with her volunteer work.

Then, turning to Jorjica, Eye
said: “How wonderful it is that
you’ve collected these. I am so
proud of you.”

Family sees value in
repaying gift of vision

PETER CIHELKA, THE FREE LANCE-STAR

Jorjica Stumborg, 13, looks through a collection of donated eyeglasses at her family’s Spotsylvania County home. She helped collect glasses for
the Fredericksburg Host Lions Club to thank the volunteers for diagnosing a vision problem, during a routine screening, when she was 3.

Schools
get $1.6M
less than
hoped for

EASTERN VIRGINIA MEDICAL SCHOOL

As a child, Sam Stephenson, of
Culpeper, always had an interest
in space. For six or seven consec-
utive summers—he’s lost track of
how many—Sam attended space
camp at the U.S. Space & Rocket
Center in Huntsville, Alabama.

On Saturday, when the future
physician claims his diploma at
commencement for Eastern Vir-
ginia Medical School in Norfolk,
it will be the latest chapter in his
quest to care for astronauts.

It’s a journey that will take him
to NASA and the perhaps to the
stars—albeit with a two- to three-
month detour to Antarctica.

“I started med school unsure
what specialty I wanted to go into
and was trying to get experience/
exposure to many different fields,”

said Stephenson, a 2015 graduate
of Eastern View High School.

“When I discovered aerospace
medicine, it was simply a perfect
fit with all of my interests, which
no other specialty provided.”

He found a supportive environ-
ment at the medical school. His
interest in aerospace medicine
won him the Captain David Brown
Aerospace and Medical Research
Scholarship, named in memory
of an EVMS graduate who was
among those killed in the 2003

crash of the Space Shuttle Co-
lumbia.

He also caught the attention of
Richard Britten, Ph.D., Professor
of Radiation Oncology and Bio-
physics, who invited Stephenson
to take part in his NASA-funded
research. Working alongside Dr.
Britten and his team, the student
completed research that was pub-
lished and presented at multiple
conferences.

“Dr. Britten was also very in-
fluential in helping me make the

right contacts at the conferences
I attended so that I could learn
more about the field and meet
the people I will be working with
at NASA,” Stephenson said. “I
would never have been successful
without him.”

As he walks off the stage Sat-
urday, the Culpeper native will
be walking towards a combined
four-year residency in internal
medicine and aerospace medicine

Local man on path to treat astronauts
Eastern View alum
ready for career in
aerospace medicine

Teenager makes big
donation of eyewear
to region Lions Club
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Orange officials blame
decline in revenues
and shortfall in funds
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