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It’s time to take wing
Or wings, to be accurate: Downtown Bristol’s Wing 
Walk is making its way into town Saturday  REGION A8

‘Pappy’ Thompson Award finalist

Avery Maiden, Patrick Henry High School: In the 
classroom, sports or community, she ‘brings an  
infectious energy’ SPORTS B1

DAVID MCGEE 
BRISTOL HERALD COURIER 

BRISTOL, Va. — The Bristol 
Virginia City Council is expected 
to finalize the city’s fiscal 2023-
24 spending plans on Tuesday.

Plans, as in plural, because city 
finances and obligations are bro-

ken down into component parts 
and virtually all will be more 
when the new fiscal year begins 
July 1.

The 2023-24 general fund 
budget balloons from $59.8 mil-
lion this year to $65.4 million, a 
$5.6 million increase. The gen-
eral fund includes operation of 
most city departments includ-
ing police, fire, sheriff’s office, 
judicial, parks and recreation, 
social services, community de-
velopment and administration.

Roughly a dozen items account 
for the increase, including a 5% 
wage increase for all city em-
ployees, a 5% increase for em-
ployees of the Bristol Public 
Library, a bonus for firefighters 
who provide advanced lifesav-
ing care, increases in employee 
health insurance and a $500,000 
increase for the school division, 
City Manager Randy Eads previ-
ously said. Other items include 

JOE TENNIS
BRISTOL HERALD COURIER 

ABINGDON, Va. — The Wash-
ington County Board of Super-
visors plans to discuss at least 
one of two potential lawsuits 
Tuesday related to two 2022 Cal-
ifornia murders committed by a 
former county sheriff’s deputy.

Austin Lee Edwards, the for-
mer deputy and former Virginia 
State Police trooper, died of a 
self-inflicted gunshot during a 
confrontation with police after 
he killed a California couple and 

kidnapped their teenage daugh-
ter.

The county has been notified 
of a tort claim that is expected 
to be filed against the county 
because it employed Edwards.

“It’s a claim. We have to dis-
cuss it in open session,” said 
Board of Supervisors Chairman 
Saul Hernandez. “All we received 
is a claim and we don’t even have 
any specifics. From what I can 
tell, there’s not been an official 
lawsuit that’s been filed.”

That claim was filed on behalf 
of the two people shot and killed 
in November.

SARAH RANKIN AND DENISE LAVOIE
Associated Press 

RICHMOND, Va. — Late last 
year, with the Virginia State Po-
lice under scrutiny after author-
ities said a former trooper kid-
napped a 15-year-old California 
girl and killed three members of 
her family, Gov. Glenn Youngkin 
announced he had requested a 
full investigation by the state’s 
watchdog agency.

But due at least in part to 
a previously existing mutual 
agreement between state police 
and the watchdog, state police 

appear to have 
simply investi-
gated the mat-
ter themselves, 
according to a 
policy document 
obtained by The 
Associated Press 
through a public 
records request.

A memorandum of under-
standing between state police 
and the Office of the State In-
spector General, the watchdog 
agency tasked with investigat-
ing waste and rooting out inef-
ficiencies in state government, 
says that in nearly all cases, VSP 
retains responsibility for “the 
oversight and conduct of internal 

Docs: VSP 
investigated 
itself in case

City poised to talk budget

JOAQUIN MANCERA
BRISTOL HERALD COURIER 

BRISTOL, Tenn. — After having 
to scrap the first version of their 
budget due to unforeseen circum-
stances, the Bristol Tennessee City 
Board of Education voted unani-
mously Thursday to approve their 

$50.7 million 2023-24 budget.
Tara Musick, the Bristol, Tennes-

see, city schools chief financial offi-
cer, explained some of the changes 
that had to be made to the approved 
budget, the first version of which 
had to be replaced due to Sullivan 
County’s Budget Committee mak-

ing changes in how they distribute 
sales and property tax revenues to 
school systems across the county.

“We did a combination of we 
have reduced a few positions. We 
reduced operating costs and we 
reduced capital,” Musick said.

Musick also highlighted that the 

approved 2023-24 budget is based 
on Sullivan County’s current pro-
jections, as well as the amount they 
expect to receive from the Bristol, 
Tennessee, City Council.

“The main difference between 
the version we had initially pre-
pared and this version is we we’re 
basing the first version of our 
current revenue stream, and this 

version is based off of Sullivan 
County current projections that 
we received, plus the amount that 
we expect to receive from the city,” 
Musick said.

The next Bristol, Tennessee 
School Board meeting is set for 
June 19. 

Email: jmancera@bristolnews.com

Revised $50.7 million school budget reduces positions and costs

Supervisors to talk 
about claim Tuesday

CALIFORNIA ‘CATFISHING’ SLAYINGS

Surviving relatives 
take state, Washington 
Co. to task over hiring

WASHINGTON COUNTY

Tort claims give county 
officials no specifics

BRISTOL VIRGINIA CITY COUNCIL

Tuesday marks first 
time to debate school 
compromise proposal

BRISTOL TENNESSEE SCHOOLS

Sullivan County moves bring changes to city schools’ spending plan

CELEBRATE!
Tennessee High School seniors’ 
traditional pre-graduation visit to the 
system’s schools drew cheers and 
a leap or two in Thursday’s visit to 
Haynesfield Elementary School. Above, 
third-grader Kate Zeiler screams 
with joy as the school celebrates its 
former students; at right, THS senior 
Ava White jumps with excitement as 
she shares her favorite memory from 
Haynesfield. Tennessee High School’s 
graduation is Friday evening.
EMILY BALL PHOTOS, BRISTOL HERALD 
COURIER 

Edwards

Please see INVESTIGATE, Page A7

Please see HIRING, Page A7Please see BUDGET, Page A7

COMICS: Find 500 
comics, hundreds of 
daily puzzles here.
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Subject to credit approval. Some restrictions may apply. Taxes, insurance recordation charges excluded.

(Hint: No down payment!) APPLY ONLINE NOW.
For those with steady income and a good credit rating.

WHY IS OUR
NO DOWN PAYMENT HOME LOAN
SO POPULAR?


