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BY SARAH HUNT
Daily Herald

Across the county, cities are still experienc-
ing runo�  and minor fl ooding from this win-
ter’s record-breaking snowpack.

On Thursday, for the second time this fl ood 
season, Lehi City closed the spillway gates to 

Dry Creek Reservoir and hired divers to clear 
out debris clogging the water fl ow.

“Anytime we see our water sources are not 
fl owing as e� ectively, especially from the res-
ervoir, we contact the dive team. Last week, 
they came and we closed the gates, so residents 
might have thought that our water levels were 

low for a couple hours. Then all of a sudden, 
there is a lot more of a fl ow once the gates open 
again, and it evens out,” said Jeanteil Living-
ston, Lehi communications manager.

After the city dealt with its own fl ooding in 

BY GENELLE PUGMIRE
Daily Herald

On Jan. 11, 2022, the Orem 
City Council voted 4-3 on a 
resolution to establish an Of-
fi ce of Legislative Counsel and 
named Jesse L. Riddle, a Lehi 
attorney and former mayoral 
candidate, as the director.

On Tuesday, Riddle was 
made the legal counsel to the 
city council in another 4-3 
vote. The move frees up city 
attorney Steven Earl from the 
responsibility.

Mayor David Young and 
council members Terry Pe-
terson, LaNae Millett and Dave 

Spencer voted to appoint Rid-
dle while Je�  Lambson, Debby 
Lauret and Tom Macdonald 
voted against.

When Riddle was fi rst ap-
pointed, Young said the goal 
of a legal counsel was to have 
an attorney working directly 
with the city council who was 

not connected to the city’s le-
gal o�  ce.

The legislative counsel po-
sition was also designed to 
have public relations compo-
nents as well as several other 
assignments, some of which 
were under the direction of 
the city manager at the time.

Riddle’s appointment was 
considered time-limited for 
an initial period, not to exceed 

six months. During that pe-
riod, he was to be considered a 
full-time employee of the city. 
After six months the job was to 
be up for review and could be 
renewed. That happened once, 
but never again.

While the position should 
have been up for renewal in 
January, Riddle instead main-
tained his full-time status as 
director of legislative counsel 

until Tuesday when he became 
legal counsel to the Mayor and 
City Council.

He will carry some of the 
legislative counsel’s job re-
sponsibilities with him to his 
new role.

Lambson said he felt the 
position  was unnecessary, 
calling it a “redundancy of 

BY GENELLE PUGMIRE
Daily Herald

Orem city is known for its nu-
merous parks, recreation areas 
and cultural arts, thanks in part 
to the residents who have voted 
for and approved a CARE tax for 
the past 20 years.

This fall, the CARE tax is up for 
potential renewal and another 
vote. As it stands, one penny out 
of every $10 in sales tax is to be 
reserved for Cultural Arts & Rec-
reation Enrichment grants.

On Tuesday, the city council 
voted unanimously to give grants 
to a number of nonprofi t groups 
for their particular projects and 
programs. In all, sales tax gar-

nered nearly $3.5 million for the 
CARE tax co� ers in 2022.

One third of the money goes 
to arts, a third goes to recreation 
and, temporarily, a third is set 
aside for parks.

During the CARE tax discus-
sion, council member Terry Pe-
terson said he had some concerns 
that the split into thirds was not 
what was originally voted on by 
the public. The original split was 
50-50 between the arts and Parks 
and Recreation.

Peterson hopes the city would 
go back to 50-50 in time for the 
November ballot, when the city 
intends to seek another 10 years 
of CARE tax revenues.

All applicants must be 501(c)3 
nonprofi t organizations and the 
major grant applicants must give 
periodic fi nancial reports.

Art grants must be used for 
programs while parks and rec-
reation grants must be used for 
facilities. Parks and recreation 
already have funds set aside from 
the city’s yearly budget. The arts 
are not attached to the city bud-
get and must fi nd other dona-
tions as well as any grants they 
may be awarded from the city.

ARTS
There are three types of arts 

grants — mini, mid-major and 
major. Mini grants range from 

$0–4,999. This year, 12 grants 
were awarded totaling $32,900. 
New requests came from Cen-
tro Hispano, Military History 
Days Inc. and the World Folk-
fest.

The mid-major grants go up 
to $4,999–9,999. This year, 
14 mid-major grants were 
awarded. Two new nonprofits 
sought funds. Mental Health 
F.I.T. did not receive a grant 
this first year and Resonance 
received $3,000.

There were fi ve applicants 
for the major awards, anyt-
hing higher than $10,000. The

BY SAM METZ
Associated Press

SALT LAKE CITY — As the win-
ter’s record snowpack melts and cas-
cades down from the Rockies, Utah 
lawmakers on Wednesday set aside 
millions of dollars to prepare for po-
tentially historic fl ooding.

The state is among the many in the 
American West confronting the wet 
winter’s consequences, with many 
places ending the season with more 
than double the 30-year median mea-
surements for snow-water equiva-
lent, federal data shows. State and 
local o�  cials from eastern California 
to western Colorado are anticipating 
runo�  in the coming months drench-
ing agricultural fi elds and battering 
infrastructure, with water overfl ow-
ing out of creeks and reservoirs and 
running through city streets.

The spring’s moderate tempera-
tures have allowed snow to melt 
gradually and forestalled most danger 
and damage. But runo�  has fl ooded 
neighborhoods throughout the Salt 
Lake City area, opening sinkholes 
and causing mudslides in residential 
streets. This week alone, some res-
idents who live on northern Utah’s 
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Orem City Council appoints Riddle as new legal counsel 

Orem City Council awards CARE tax grants

Utah allocates 
millions to 
prepare for 
fl ood damage 
from runo� 

COURTESY LEHI CITY

Flooding in Lehi’s Dry Creek is shown in this photo, shared on Monday.

Run-o� continues to pose flooding risk in Utah County, cities keep up e�orts
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