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Leaders including Syrian Pres-
ident Bashar Al Assad have ar-
rived in the Saudi city of Jeddah 
for what is being billed as the 
most significant Arab League 
summit in its recent history.

Among the most urgent is-
sues leaders will discuss are the 
month-long conflict between 
military factions in Sudan and 
the civil war in Yemen.

Mr Al Assad arrived from Da-
mascus on Thursday evening 
and was greeted by Prince Badr 
bin Sultan, deputy governor of 
Makkah, and Secretary Gener-
al of the Arab League Ahmed 
Aboul Gheit.

Syria has been readmitted to 
the Arab League following a 
12-year absence, after protests 
in the country descended into 
civil war. 

The Syrian President was ex-
pected to give an address at the 
Jeddah summit.

The Syrian Presidency con-
firmed on Twitter on Thursday 
afternoon that Mr Al Assad 
would travel to the Saudi Red 
Sea city to take part in the sum-
mit on Friday.

When asked by The National 
to confirm Mr Al Assad would 
be attending, Syrian Foreign 
Minister Faisal Mekdad previ-
ously said: “Syria would never 
miss an important summit.”

Throughout Jeddah, the flags 
of the 22 member states that 
make up the Arab League have 
adorned major roads.

Before the arrival of major 
Arab leaders on Thursday, in-

creased security could be seen 
across the city, especially on 
the roads leading to the Ritz 
Carlton, where the summit was 
due to convene on Friday. 

Egyptian President Abdel  
Fattah El Sisi was the first to 
touch down. 

Other leaders to arrive on 
Thursday included Lebanese 
caretaker Prime Minister Najib 
Mikati and Palestinian Presi-
dent Mahmoud Abbas.

Authorities announced the 
King Abdulaziz Road, which 

leads from the King Abdulaziz 
International Airport to the 
Ritz Carlton, would be closed 
for 12 hours from 10am each 
day on Thursday and Friday, 
amid security precautions.

Ahead of the arrivals, sever-
al preparatory meetings were 
concluded on Wednesday on 
the economic, social and for-
eign ministerial levels.

Foreign ministers, includ-
ing Mr Mekdad, also met on 
Wednesday, during which  
the presidency of the league 

was passed from Algeria to Sau-
di Arabia.

 After opening speeches from 
Mr Aboul Gheit, Algerian For-
eign Minister Ahmed Attaf and 
Saudi Minister of Foreign Af-
fairs Prince Faisal bin Farhan, 
a closed session was held be-
tween the delegations.

It lasted less than 30 minutes 
as consensus was reached on all 
points over the draft Arab action 
plan for 2023, which will be cer-
tified on Friday. 

Hossam Zaki, assistant secre-

tary general of the Arab League, 
said all draft resolutions to be 
presented to the summit had 
been approved.

“The preparatory session was 
dominated by a positive atmo-
sphere,” Mr Zaki said.

“The foreign ministers  
decided to approve all the  
draft resolutions ahead of Fri-
day’s summit.”

“One of the most prominent 
projects on which decisions 
 

The mother of autistic twins 
has spoken of her joy after 
a Dubai health clinic chief 
stepped in to offer support  
after hearing about her finan-
cial challenges.

Ambreen Suhaib, 35, told 
The National last month how 
she and her husband, who live 
in Dubai, spend more than 
Dh300,000 ($81,600) a year to 
provide the best possible care 
for their nine-year-old boys, 
Ahmed and Hadi. She called 

for insurance cover for vital 
therapies to be made more 
widely available to parents of 
children with autism.

In March, Mohammed Al 
Emadi, director of Dubai Au-
tism Centre, said insurance 
companies should provide 
cover for key autism treatment 
to ease the financial burden  
on families.

Aviv Clinics Dubai has offered 
to assist Ms Suhaib and her 
family through its Aviv Cares 
initiative. The programme fea-
tures a three-day evaluation for 

children aged between four and 
18 with neurological conditions 
such as autism, as well as cere-
bral palsy, strokes and traumat-
ic brain injuries.

The assessments look at cog-
nitive and physical abilities us-
ing a range of tests, including 
advanced brain imaging, in a 
bid to identify the root cause of 
the child’s condition and deter-
mine suitable treatment.

Hyperbaric oxygen therapy, 
neurocognitive training, occu-
pational therapy and physio-
therapy are core components 

of subsequent Aviv treatment, 
delivered free to those children 
found to be eligible.

Ahmed and Hadi will be eval-
uated under the programme.

“It’s going to be a huge finan-
cial and emotional relief for 
us,” Ms Suhaib said.

“Getting such detailed as-
sessments by professionals re-
quires a hefty amount of mon-
ey – which obviously is a lot of 
pressure when you have multi-
ple children with a condition.”

Ms Suhaib is grateful that her 
children will benefit from fur-

ther medical expertise. “After 
the assessment, they will let 
us know if oxygen therapy can 
help our twins or not. 

“We are humbled beyond 
words for this help.”

The clinic has identified 16 
children eligible for treatment.

Craig Cook, chief executive of 
Aviv Clinics, said he learnt of 
Ms Suhaib’s situation from The 
National article. 

“We saw The National’s arti-
cle on Ahmed and Hadi and we

Joy for mother of autistic twins as Dubai clinic offers help
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 ▶Syrian President 
returns after 12-year 
absence at gathering 
where conflicts in 
Sudan and Yemen are 
set to top the agenda
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DeSantis set to 
enter race for 
White House
next week
THE NATIONAL

Ron DeSantis is expected 
to enter the US presidential 
election race next week.

The Florida Governor is 
likely to become former 
president Donald Trump’s 
biggest competitor for the 
Republican nomination.

Mr DeSantis is set to file 
paperwork that declares 
his candidacy on Thursday 
then is likely to hold a more 
formal campaign launch on 
May 29, AP reported.

He has been a favourite tar-
get of Mr Trump in recent 
months, a signal that the for-
mer president sees Mr De-
Santis as his biggest rival in 
a growing Republican field.

Mr DeSantis was re-elect-
ed as Florida Governor in 
November, defeating his 
opponent by more than 20 
points. That victory buoyed 
his prospects of taking the 
Republican nomination, but 
Mr Trump’s attacks appear 
to have damaged Mr DeSan-
tis’s standing in the party.

Mr Trump, who faces sev-
eral legal investigations, is 
still the leading candidate 
among probable Republican 
hopefuls for next year’s elec-
tion, according to polling 
company FiveThirtyEight.

As Governor, Mr DeSan-
tis has employed many of 
the populist policies that  
Mr Trump was in favour of 
while president. 

They include opposing 
mask-wearing guidelines 
laid out by the Centres 
of Disease Control and  
Prevention during the 
Covid-19 pandemic.

The Florida Governor has 
also criticised Disney, the 
state’s largest private em-
ployer, after the company 
challenged a state law that 
restricted the teaching of 
gender identity in schools.

Mr DeSantis is one of the 
most prominent opponents 
of President Joe Biden’s im-
migration policies, going so 
far as to transport Venezue-
lan migrants from Texas to 
Democratic strongholds in 
the northern US. 

He recently announced he 
would be sending more than 
1,000 law enforcement offi-
cers to Texas to “secure the 
southern border”.

He has also attempted to 
wade into foreign policy, 
but was forced to backtrack 
on comments in which he  
said supporting Ukraine’s 
defensive efforts against 
Russia was not in America’s 
best interests.
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Syria’s President Bashar Al Assad and Prince Badr bin Sultan, Makkah deputy governor, before the Arab League Summit in Jeddah Reuters


