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Baseball playo�s
Rockwall Heath beats Midway 3-2 
in regional quarterfinal opener,   B1

NCAA softball tournament
Baylor hopes ace pitcher Orme will find her 
groove again against Ole Miss,   B1
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The city of Waco and Waco Po-
lice Department led a ceremony 
Thursday to honor peace o�  -
cers from many law enforcement 
agencies who died in the line of 
duty to protect the people of Mc-
Lennan County.

Following a tradition that has 

endured since President John 
Kennedy started it in 1962 — by 
proclaiming the week of May 15 
as National Police Week to honor 
fallen o�  cers — the ceremony 
paid homage to local, state and 
federal peace o�  cers who died 
in the line of duty in McLennan 
County from 1871 to 2021. Peace 
o�  cers, family members and res-
idents gathered Thursday morn-
ing for the ceremony at the Waco 
Peace O�  cers Memorial at Indian 
Spring Park. 

Waco City Marshal Laban 
Ho� man, who died Jan. 6, 1871, 

was the fi rst peace o�  cer to die 
in the line of duty in McLennan 
County. The most recent deaths 
of local o�  cers in the line of duty 
were caused by COVID-19 during 
2021. West City Marshal Michael 
Keathley died Sept. 2, 2021, and 
O�  cer Ricky Roberts of the Mc-
Lennan Community College Po-
lice Department died July 19, 2021.

In nearby Milam County, Sgt. 
Joshua Lee Clouse of the Cameron 
Police Department died May 11, 
following an exchange of gunfi re 
while serving a search warrant re-
lated to domestic violence. Clouse 

is the only o�  cer to die in the line 
of duty this year in Texas, accord-
ing to the O�  cer Down Memorial 
Page website.

To date this year across the 
United States, 42 law enforce-
ment o�  cials have died in the line 
of duty. Nineteen died by gunfi re, 
eight for medical reasons and six in 
automobile crashes, according to 
the O�  cer Down Memorial Page.

Last year, 246 o�  cers died 
nationally, including 82 of 
COVID-19, and 36 died in Texas, 
according to the O�  cer Down 
Memorial Page. 
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Waco ISD school board can-
didate Peaches Henry chose not 
to request a recount in the May 6 
election she lost by three votes to 
Angelo Ochoa, clearing the way 
for Ochoa to be sworn in for a 
second term.

“I’m grateful for Peaches run-
ning her cam-
paign with such 
integrity,” Ochoa 
by phone Thurs-
day. “Together, 
she and I showed 
people how im-
portant every 
single vote can 
be. I’m grateful 
to everyone who 
voted.” 

In the race for 
the Waco Inde-
pendent School 
District Board 
of Trustees at-
large Place 7 seat, 
Ochoa received 
1,072 votes to 
Henry’s 1,069. The three vote 
di� erence was well within the 
margin allowed in the Texas 
Election Code for a candidate to 
request a recount. In this case, 
the deadline for Henry, a McLen-
nan Community College English 
professor, was 5 p.m. Thursday.

To request a recount, Henry 
would have had to fi le a docu-
ment called a petition with the 
McLennan County Elections 

No recount 
coming in 
Waco ISD 
board race
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A Texas House bill that seeks 
to ease permitting restrictions on 
dairies upstream of Waco is stalled 
in a Senate committee headed by 
a senator representing Waco, who 
has no intention of hearing it as 
the 88th Legislature winds down.

House Bill 2827 has been pend-

ing since May 12 in 
the Senate Natu-
ral Resources and 
Economic De-
velopment Com-
mittee, but no 
hearing has been 
scheduled as the 
May 24 deadline 
to reach the Senate 

fl oor approaches.
State Sen. Brian Birdwell, 

R-Granbury, is chair of the com-
mittee and “does not have any 
plans on taking it up in a com-
mittee hearing,” Birdwell’s chief of 

sta� , JW Galloway, said in an email 
Thursday to the Tribune-Herald.

House Bill 2827 would elimi-
nate individual permits for large 
dairy operations in the North 
Bosque River watershed, which is 
federally designated as impaired 
for phosphorus pollution and is 
the main source of water for Lake 
Waco, the city’s drinking water 
reservoir.

The bill, introduced by Rep. De-
Wayne Burns, R-Cleburne, passed 
the House earlier this month over 
the objections of the city of Waco 
and State Rep. Charles “Doc” An-

derson, R-Waco, 
before it was sent 
to the Senate and 
left before Bird-
well’s committee. 

Birdwell rep-
resents McLennan 
County as well as 
the North Bosque 
watershed coun-

ties of Erath, Somervell, Bosque 
and Hamilton.

Waco Mayor Dillon Meek said 
he has been checking with Bird-
well on a “near-daily basis” about 
the city’s concerns. 

“I’m really appreciative of his 
willingness to go deep in evalu-
ating this matter,” Meek said in 
an interview Thursday.

He added later in a text state-
ment: “Sen. Birdwell has proven 
to be resolved to ensure Waco and 
McLennan County are well rep-
resented regarding this issue. We 
remain optimistic HB 2827 will 
not pass the Senate, and the City 
is doing all it can to ensure this is 
the case.”

Text messages obtained through 

Dairy bill loses steam in Senate
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Waco Police Department O�  cer Joe Hooten plays taps during the McLennan County Peace O�  cer Memorial Service on Thursday at Indian Spring 
Park. The annual ceremony is held during National Police Week, a tradition started under President John Kennedy in 1962.
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Bruceville-Eddy’s second 
Family Spring Fest this weekend 
will support a local family of four 
who were in a devastating car 
wreck just over a week ago.

On May 7, Tyler Lopez was 
driving his wife, Alicia Lopez, 
and two daughters, Remi Lopez, 
6, and Kylee Lopez, 8, home from 
softball practice when they were 
hit in their Ford F-150 by a car 
going the wrong way on Highway 
7 near Bruceville-Eddy.

“For an unknown reason, a 

Chevrolet Equinox traveling 
westbound drove onto the wrong 
side of the roadway and crashed 
into a Ford F-150,” Texas Depart-
ment of Public Safety Sgt. Ryan 
Howard said in a statement. “The 
driver of the Chevrolet, Taylor 
Defrees, 29, of Marlin, was pro-
nounced dead at the scene.”

Tyler and Alicia were trans-
ported to Baylor Scott & White 
Medical Center in Temple, and 
the two daughters were hospi-
talized at Baylor Scott & White 
McLane Children’s Medical Cen-
ter, also in Temple. Tyler Lopez 
broke his pelvis and now uses 
a walker, but has been released 
from the hospital. Both daugh-
ters su� ered a broken collarbone 
and additional injuries. Kylee has 
been released from the hospital, 

while Remi remains. Alicia Lo-
pez took the brunt of the injuries, 
with multiple broken bones and 
internal bleeding. She has been 
released to a rehab center after 
undergoing surgery.

Skyler Watkins, a close friend 
of the Lopezes, has bonded with 
the family of four over their 
shared love of softball. Most days 
in the summer, the family could 
be found playing softball at the 
fi eld near their home or in the 
batting cages practicing. 

Watkins said given the friendly 
nature of the small town, the ma-
jority of Bruceville-Eddy knows 
at least one member of the Lopez 
family.

“If you picked who you wanted 

Festival to back family hurt in crash
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The Lopez family poses for a photo during a family outing to a ballgame. 
From left to right are Alicia, Kylee, Tyler and Remi. This weekend’s Family 
Spring Fest in Bruceville-Eddy will raise money for the family after they were 
all injured in a car crash earlier this month.
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