
1302 Crestwood - Victoria - 361-573-4339
Open 7 days a week

specials expire May 23, 2023

Fresh RomaFresh Roma
TomatoesTomatoes

Fresh Ground ChuckFresh Ground Chuck
Value PackValue Pack

$3.99 lb$3.99 lb .69¢ lb.69¢ lb

From here. For here. Since 1846.

Calendar.....................A2
Classifieds..................B8
Comics .......................A5
Horoscope..................B5
Markets......................A7
Nation ........................A4
Obituaries ..................A6
Sports ........................ B1
Viewpoints .................A8

Weather......................A3

INSIDE WEATHER GAS PRICES INSIDE

UNLEADED

DIESEL

$2.76

$3.25Subscribe361-574-1200
ReportNews 361-580-NEWS

Walmart
4107 Houston Highway

(As of 12:20 p.m. Thursday.
Prices are subject to change.)

New nuke plant
could re-energize
power industry
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Warrior’s Weekend
returns to help
veterans heal
GET OUT B6

TODAY TONIGHT
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ADVANCING

GOOD
THE COMMON

BY KYLE R. COTTON
KCOTTON@VICAD.COM

The Victoria Central Appraisal
District Board of Directors accept-
ed the resignation of Board Chair
Lou Svetlik during its Wednesday
meeting.

Svetlik was absent at the board
meeting with his resignation effec-
tive as of May 12, according to his
letter of resignation to the board.

“After over 20 years in public
service, I Lou Svetlik resign my
position and retire as appointed
member of the Victoria Central

Appraisal District Board of Direc-
tors, effective May 12, 2023. I feel
that I have served to be a fair and
honest steward of the public trust
and have always allowed the truth
to determine all of my decisions.
I feel that my words and actions
have represented my conservative
values, and I have firmly and with-
out reservations stood on princi-
ples of honesty, and fiscal account-
ability representing all citizens of
Victoria County,” his resignation
letter said.

No reason was given beyond
what is in the letter for Svetlik’s

resignation, District Chief Ap-
praiser Keri Wickliffe said.

The board will hold a special
meeting at 4 p.m. Tuesday to de-
clare Svetlik’s position vacated, at
which point each of the taxing en-
tities will have 45 days to nominate
a replacement that the board of di-
rectors will fill with, acting Board
Chair Jan Scott said.

Scott also serves as a council
member for District 4 in Victoria.

“Mr. Svetlik spent a lot of years
on this board and has spent a lot of
years in public service, and we cer-
tainly appreciate all of the things

that he has done,” Scott said.
In other businesses, the board

approved the scope for an Inter-
national Association of Assessing
Officers audit of the district.

The audit will be broad and
encompass everything that isn’t
specifically governed by the state
of Texas, such as the appraisal re-
view board and the board of direc-
tors, Wickliffe said.

“How they are governed is spe-
cific to Texas, and IAAO is interna-
tional,” she said.

GOVERNMENT

Appraisal district board accepts chair’s resignation

KYLE R. COTTON/KCOTTON@VICAD.COM

A Victoria County resident asks the
board to clarify the International
Association of Assessing Officers audit
of the Victoria Central Appraisal District
Wednesday afternoon.

BY KEITH W. KOHN
KKOHN@VICAD.COM

T
uesday was an eve-
ning of celebrating
the achievements of
nearly three dozen

student-athletes who not
only excelled in competi-
tion on the fields, tracks and
courts of the Crossroads,
but also in the classrooms,
libraries and labs they used
for studies.

Of the 200-plus students
nominated by coaches for
the prestigious Varsity Cup
awards, 31 were honored for
the work in high school. All of
them were athletic standouts,
but the 31 who were honored
on Tuesday also were top-tier
academics, as well. At least
one was valedictorian of her
graduating class and most
had GPAs in the stratosphere,
at or near a perfect 4.0. Some,
who took honors classes,
were above that mark.

The students, their fam-
ilies, coaches and athletic
directors took part in an in-
vitation-only banquet and
ceremony hosted by local ce-
lebrity Gary Moses. Keynote
speaker is a Crossroads na-
tive, former NFL player and
current college coach Jer-
heme Urban.

Coach of the year and ath-
letic director of the year also
were announced.

Urban, a graduate of the
former Victoria Stroman
High School and now coach
at Trinity University, spoke
of athletic prowess, academic
skills and popcorn.

With popcorn, the kernels
are inedible until heated and
activated. “Without a shad-
ow of doubt. I know that ev-
eryone in here is a very, very
special young person in your
community that’s poised to
do great things,” he said.

“You have a ton in you OK?
Leadership, integrity, belief
in family, ability to execute.
Those are all things that all
of you have.

“I just want to encourage
all of you to continue to ac-
tivate from the inside. OK,
go out, have phenomenal ca-
reers … hold your chest out,
your head high. Go out and
believe in yourself in all the
skills that you have to go out
and conquer the world,” he
continued. “Because your
generation is going to be
needed. And I’m excited to
watch you guys walk it out

and see the impact that my
community’s going to have
on the world.”

Many nodded their heads
in agreement. Because they
know they will.

VARSITY CUP

WE ARE THE CHAMPIONS
Student-athletes honored for achievements in class, in competition

Goliad’s Abby
Yanta was named
Female Athlete
of the Year. She
received a trophy
and scholarship
from the Victoria
Advocate.

SPECIAL SECTION
Check out the Advocate’s special section on the Varsity Cup winners
in the Weekend edition, available on Saturday morning.

BY GROMER JEFFERS JR.
THE DALLAS MORNING NEWS

DALLAS — Since announcing his 2024 Senate
campaign, U.S. Rep. Colin Allred has focused his
attention on the potential bruising fight against
incumbent Republican Ted Cruz.

Before Allred can get to Cruz, however, he’ll
likely have to face a significant challenge in the
Democratic Party primary.

State Sen. Roland Gutierrez of San Antonio is
preparing to challenge Allred for the Democrat-
ic Party nomination against Cruz, according to
four people with knowledge of his deliberations.
Gutierrez, 52, is considering launching his cam-
paign after the Texas legislative session con-
cludes on Memorial Day. There could be special
sessions that impact the timing of that decision.

Gutierrez who has won media attention for
his gun-safety crusade for the victims of the
May 24 Uvalde massacre, wants to provide party
voters with an alternative.

Other contenders could emerge, including
Houston Mayor Sylvester Turner, according to
numerous Democratic Party sources. Former
Midland City Council member John Love is al-
ready in the field with Allred.

As the former Tennessee Titans lineback-
er launched his Senate campaign earlier this
month, Allred told The Dallas Morning News he
understood he may have to fight for his party’s
nomination.

“My focus is running a campaign to beat Ted
Cruz and to get the people of Texas the kind of
honest and pragmatic leadership they deserve,”
he said. “Other candidates are welcome to get in
the race, but we’re going to run hard and we’re
going to run to beat Ted Cruz.”

Gutierrez did not comment on his political
future.

But Colin Strother, a consultant for Gutierrez,
said Allred does not have the right message. His
comments are an early peek at how Gutierrez
could try to contrast himself with Allred.

“Based on everything that (Allred has) said
and tweeted, and posted thus far, he’s trying to
appeal to Republicans, and he’s citing his work
across the aisle and his support from the U.S.
Chamber of Commerce,” Strother said. “The
Chamber of Commerce has enough members in
the Senate, and I just don’t see base Democrats
getting excited to vote for Republican-light.”

Allred, however, comes into a primary con-
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His sights are on
Ted Cruz, but Colin
Allred likely to face
primary challenge

SEE APPRAISAL, A3

SEE CRUZ, A3

PHOTOS BY CHASE COFIELD/CCOFIELD@VICAD.COM

Jerheme Urban, Former NFL Wide Receiver and Trinity University football head coach, delivers a speech
Tuesday at the 5th Annual Varsity Cup Awards in Victoria.


