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Commuters and country residents
who journey up and down Texas 79 be-
tween Wichita Falls and the rest of the
world will soon have a new way station
to gas up, grab milk and snag a breakfast
burrito or cheeseburger.

Cowtown Valero might open as soon
as Friday on this thirsty stretch of 79,
bringing a much-need convenience
store and gas station option to the area
just east of the city limits. 

The new store at 1165 Texas 79 N. is
about 5 miles from downtown Wichita
Falls. Cowtown Valero is between the
intersections of Hampton and Good-
man roads, and Russell's Fireworks. 

Dustin Ward, store manager, said the

store is getting some buzz, and he hopes
to begin serving the community soon. 

“They’ll be able to come and get gas
and come inside and have a drink and
grab some food," Ward said.

Staff� will cook breakfast and lunch
on the grill, he said. The store's hours to
begin with will be 5 a.m. to 9 p.m. Mon-
day through Friday and 7 a.m. to 9 p.m.
Saturday and Sunday. 

The hours might be adjusted as the
business gets going. Cowtown Valero's
off�erings will include some groceries,
Texas Lottery tickets, energy drinks,
soft drinks, plenty of cold beer and gas,
diesel and nonethanol fuel.

Ward said the store is still taking ap-
plications for cashiers and cooks. Any-
one interested should come by and pick
up an application. 

Located a few miles southwest of

Dean, which is a scattering of homes in
Clay County, the site sat derelict for a
few years. The building became ever
more dilapidated, signaling that one of
the few options nearby to get gas and
drinks had faded away. 

But construction workers have been
busy at Cowtown Valero. They re-
vamped the store and installed new
pumps, creating an oasis to stop at
when your gas gauge and your stom-
ach dip toward empty. 

Trish Choate, enterprise watchdog
reporter for the Times Record News,
covers education, courts, breaking
news and more. Contact Trish with
news tips at tchoate@gannett.com.
Read her recent work here. Her Twitter
handle is @Trishapedia.

Lonely stretch of Texas
79 gets a new way station

The new Cowtown Valero will open soon on Texas State Highway 79 between Wichita Falls and Dean.
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Wichita Falls announced the two
principals who will be there when the
doors open to the new high schools un-
der construction and slated to be ready
for the 2024-2025 school year. 

Dr. Cody Blair was named principal
of Wichita Falls Legacy High School,
and Laurie Kinne was named principal
of Wichita Falls Memorial High
School, according to a WFISD media
release Wednesday afternoon. 

Now serving as the Rider High
School principal, Blair has over 16
years’ experience in public education
as a teacher, coach and administrator.

See PRINCIPALS, Page 3A

AUSTIN — Legislation to require
courts to send mental health and intel-
lectual disability information to the
government agency that does criminal
background checks for gun purchasers
has cleared both houses of the Texas
Legislature and is on its way to Gov.
Greg Abbott for fi�nal approval.

Senate Bill 728 enjoyed broad bi-
partisan support and is likely the only
gun safety measure this year with a
chance of being enacted in the fi�rst leg-
islative session since last year’s mass
shooting in a Uvalde elementary
school that left 19 children and two
teachers dead.

But the House sponsor of the bill
emphasized that the measure is not in-
tended to restrict the rights of law-
abiding gun owners.

“This bill is a response to much of
the gun violence we’ve seen in our
state in recent years,” state Rep. Jeff�
Leach, R-Plano, told the lower cham-
ber on Wednesday. “I want to make
very clear, members, this bill does not
... change any existing federal or state
law regarding fi�rearms.”

The House vote was 116-28. In the
Senate, it passed unanimously.

Under intense pressure from the
family members of several Uvalde vic-
tims last week, the House Committee 

Mental
health-related
gun safety bill
headed to Texas
governor’s desk
John C. Moritz
Corpus Christi Caller Times
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See GUN, Page 3A

The latest charges fi�led against for-
mer Wichita Falls car dealer Anthony
Patterson are from a woman who said
Patterson sexually assaulted her on two
occasions between 2003 and 2005
when she was a teenager.

According to arrest warrant affi�da-
vits:

The woman came forward after she
recognized Patterson from media pho-
tos related to coverage of sexual as-
saults of two children he is accused of
committing in 2017.

The woman said she met Patterson in
an online chat room when she was 14.

She said she only knew him by his fi�rst
name and did not know his last name
until recent news coverage. At the time
they exchanged messages, Patterson
claimed he was 19. She and Patterson ex-
changed numerous online messages
over a long period of time.

In one incident where they met in
person, the victim said she had just
turned 15 and she and a friend agreed to
meet Patterson at a house in the 4000
block of Gossett.

After the friend left to get some food,
Patterson and the victim went to a bed-
room where there was a pornographic
movie playing. The woman said she and
Patterson had sex. After they fi�nished,
the victim said she got dressed, her
friend came back and she told the friend

they needed to leave.
While riding with an offi�cer after fi�l-

ing her complaint, the victim pointed
to the house where she said the inci-
dent happened. Records show that
house was purchased by Patterson in
May 2004. 

In another incident, in the spring of
2005, the victim was 16 and she and
another teenage friend agreed to meet
Patterson at a house in the 1600 block
of Ardath. She said Patterson gave
them alcoholic beverages and they sat
in a hot tub.

The victim’s friend left to pick up
her brother and the victim and Patter-
son had sex. Afterwards, she said Pat-

Woman claims Patterson sexually
assaulted her when she was a teen
Lynn Walker and Claire Kowalick
Wichita Times Record News
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940-217-2529
Call now for your free estimate! Financing available 

Receive a $50 Visa gift 
card with your FREE 

in-home estimate

Say goodbye to
gutter cleaning for 
good
No clogging, No cleaning

No leaking, No water damage

No ladder accidents

LeafGuard has been 
awarded the Good 

Housekeeping
Seal of Approval

for 16 straight years. *All participants who attend an estimated 60-90-minute in-home product consultation will receive a $50 Visa gift card. 
Retail value is $50. Offer sponsored by LeafGuard Holdings Inc. Limit one per household. Company procures, sells, and 
installs seamless gutter protection. This offer is valid for homeowners over 18 years of age. If married or involved with a life 
partner, both cohabitating persons must attend and complete presentation together. Participants must have a photo ID 
and be legally able to enter into a contract. The following persons are not eligible for this offer: employees of Company or 
affiliated companies or entities, their immediate family members, previous participants in a Company in-home consultation 
within the past 12 months and all current and former Company customers. Gift may not be extended, transferred,or 
substituted except that Company may substitute a gift of equal or greater value if it deems it necessary. Gift card will be 
mailed to the participant via first class United States Mail within 10 days of receipt of the promotion form. Not valid in 
conjunction with any other promotion or discount of any kind. Offer not sponsored and is subject to change without notice 
prior to reservation. Offer not available in the states of CA, IN, PA and MI. Expires       .5/31/2023

*Guaranteed not to clog for as long as you own your home or we will clean your gutters for free.

20% off total purchase**
**Offer valid from 5/1/2023 until 5/31/2023. Minimum purchase required. This offer is valid for homeowners 
over 18 years of age. The following persons are not eligible for this offer: employees of Leafguard or affiliated 
companies or entities, their immediate family members, previous participants in a Company in-home consultation 
within the past 12 months and all current and former Company customers. Previous/future purchases are not 
eligible for a discount or sale price adjustment. Sales tax does not qualify for discount. This offer cannot be 
combined with any other sale, promotion, discount, code, coupon, and/or offer. This promotion has no cash value. 

Leafguard reserves the right to end any promotion at any time without notice.
Does not include cost of material.
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