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Bible
verse

“God is not unjust; he will not
forget your work and the love
you have shown him as you have
helped his people and continue
to help them.” (Hebrews 6:10)
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HEAVY TSTORMS
See the Tyler-East Texas
3-day forecast on
Page 9A.
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BY KATECEY HARRELL
kharrell@tylerpaper.com

Mayor Don Warren guided
more than 800 citizens through
the transformation throughout
Tyler during the annual State
of the City Address on Thurs-
day at the W.T. Brookshire Con-
ference Center.

“We’ve had a new conference
center open. We got the medi-
cal school being built. We got

a new courthouse going to be
built. We’ve been working on
downtown plans. There are a
lot of things going on,” Warren
said. “This year’s motto is Tyler
Transforming, and we’re doing
exactly that.”

Vibrant red, orange and li-
lac rose adorned tables where
guests enjoyed lunch by Jack’s
Catering and videos showcas-
ing the demolition of Harvey
Hall and construction of the

venue and the city’s changes,
evolution and growth.

Warren shared past achieve-
ments, updates on projects,
opportunities, challenges and
future goals in a questions and
answer session with Core In-
sights founder Brian Brandt
at the luncheon hosted by
the Tyler Area Chamber of

Editor’s Note: This is part of a series
of stories profiling graduating high school
seniors in Smith County.

BY JENNIFER SCOTT
jscott@tylerpaper.com

With his sights to the sky, Nate
Jennings is looking forward to
his plans after high school, as he
will attend Texas A&M Univer-
sity then train to become a Navy
pilot.

“I really enjoy flying a lot and I
have been working on getting my
pilot’s license, and that’s going to
pave the way for being a pilot in
the Navy, which is what I am real-
ly working toward,” he said.

For this Tyler Legacy senior,
Jennings’ time in high school has
been nothing short of productive
— from leading the marching
band as drum major, to playing
the trombone for concert band,
wind ensemble, full orchestra
and jazz band to unit commander
for Navy JROTC of Tyler Legacy
High School.

BY JENNIFER SCOTT
jscott@tylerpaper.com

I
nside Tyler High School’s varsity gym, 66
students from Tyler ISD’s Early College
High School were eager to receive their
hard-earned diplomas and move toward

brighter futures.
Early College High School is a high school

that allows students to not only obtain their
high school diploma but an associate degree as
well.

Being a student at Early College can be chal-
lenging at first, but “it’s worth it,” the school’s
website states. Class time is more intense than
in an average high school, as all classes are
either AP, pre-AP, or dual credit. However, the
unique campus environment allows students
to develop closer bonds, according to the

website.
One of the top graduates, Nayeli Carrillo

spoke before her peers and an excited crowd of
supporters to welcome them to the ceremony.

Tyler ISD Board of Trustees president Wade
Washmon also addressed the attendees and
congratulated the senior class for its impres-
sive accomplishments.

Superintendent Dr. Marty Crawford present-
ed the class to the board of trustees, who then
began awarding diplomas.

This year’s valedictorian, Carla Andazo-
la Villela, plans to major in engineering at
Stanford University, according to Tyler ISD.
Class salutatorian Ashly Cortez plans to
attend University of Texas at Tyler to major in
chemistry and minor in forensic science. She
is interested in attending the new UT Tyler
School of Medicine.

TODAY’S WEATHER
brought to you by

FRIDAY, MAY 19, 2023

TYLERPAPER.COM $2.00inform. inspire. involve. #inetx

GRADUATION SECTIONINSIDE TODAY!

‘A heart
for service’

Courtesy

Nate Jennings, set to graduate from Ty-
ler Legacy High School, will attend Texas
A&M University then train to become a
Navy pilot. School leadership said he has
a “heart for service.”

Legacy High School student
sets his sights to the sky
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LEGISLATION
PASSED
Bill would deport immigrants
who assault police
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LOOKING TO
HOOK A BIG ONE
Area HS anglers competing
in state tournament
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Impressive Feat
Early College High School celebrates accomplishments at Class of 2023 graduation

Tyler mayor discusses the State of the City
Katecey Harrell/
Tyler Morning Telegraph

Mayor Don Warren shared
past achievements,
updates on projects,
opportunities, challenges
and future goals in a
question-and-answer
session with Core Insights
founder Brian Brandt at
the State of the City Ad-
dress luncheon Thursday.DISCUSSION >> PAGE 9A
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ABOVE: An Early College High School graduate smiles after receiving her diploma at the school’s commencement ceremony held Thursday night at
Tyler High School varsity gym. BELOW: At Early College, students have the opportunity to graduate with their high school diploma and an associate
degree thanks to a partnership with Tyler Junior College.


