
New video and photo-
graphs purporting to show 
ivory-billed woodpeckers fly-
ing in a Louisiana forest were 
published by researchers on 
Thursday, as government of-
ficials said they will make a 
final decision on whether the 
birds are extinct by the end of 
the year.

The images — grainy 
and taken from a distance 
by drones and trail cameras 
— offer tantalizing hints the 
large woodpecker may yet ex-
ist almost 80 years after the 
last agreed-upon sightings, in 
Louisiana. Several experts said 
it adds to prior indications of 
their survival. They called on 

the government to drop the 
pending proposal to write off 
the so-called Lord God Bird 
— a nickname derived from 
the exclamation some viewers 
made upon seeing one.

But others dismissed the 
new research as inconclusive, 
including a scientist who said 
some of the footage clearly de-
picts another type of wood-
pecker that many amateurs 
mistake for the ivory-billed.

The peer-reviewed re-
search in the journal Ecology 
and Evolution comes from a 
group that’s spent more than 
a decade searching for the 
woodpeckers at an undis-
closed site.
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Bidding Farewell

Family, friends and members of area law enforcement listen to remarks during a graveside ceremony for Keith Schutte on Thursday 
afternoon at Chapelwood Memorial Gardens in Nash, Texas. Schutte, the former police chief of Hooks, Texas, died Monday, May 
15. He was 56. Along with serving and protecting, Schutte also was known as the “Voice of the Tigers” for his play calling for Texas 
High School over the past 12 years. He also was a Bowie County bailiff. “He just did a little bit of everything,” said Tony Kirk with local 
sports station 107.9 The Fan. (Photo by JD for the Texarkana Gazette)

Defendant in 2009 homicide has court date next week
TEXARKANA, Texas — A 

man arrested early this year in 
the investigation of a 2009 ho-
micide will have a hearing next 
week in Bowie County Circuit 
Court next week.

Joshua Undronde Murphy, 
34, of Texarkana, Arkansas, 
was arrested Feb. 28, accord-

ing to court documents. He is 
charged with murder in the 
death of Rickey Lee Dorsey Jr. 
in October 2009.

Murphy is scheduled for a 
pretrial hearing at 9 a.m. May 
25 at Bi-State Justice Center be-
fore 202nd District Judge John 
Tidwell.

Murphy is represented by 
public defender Jeff Harrelson.

Charles Louis Madlock, 34, 
of Wake Village, Texas, was 
arrested Feb. 9 and is also 
charged with murder in Dors-
ey’s death.

A warrant for Murphy was 
issued in late 2022 after detec-
tives working on several cold 
cases found evidence of his in-
volvement in the murder, said 
Shawn Vaughn, spokesman for 

the Texarkana Texas Police De-
partment.

Murphy was located in Tex-
arkana and arrested by detec-
tives, Vaughn said. Murphy re-
mains in the Bi-State Detention 
Center on a $1 million bail.

Madlock was in the custody 
of the Arkansas Department of 
Corrections when detectives 
placed a warrant hold on him. 

Upon completing his sentence 
with ADC, he was extradited 
to Texas.

Madlock’s bail is also set at 
$1 million.

Dorsey was found lying in 
the roadway Oct. 7, 2009, in the 
1600 block of Apple Street. He 
had been shot several times 
and later died at the hospital.

‘Walk of Love’ 
slated for 
downtown 
Saturday
Be Like CJ Foundation’s 
second annual family-friendly 
event to feature DJ Hollygrove, 
food trucks and $500 in prizes
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TEXARKANA — People from all backgrounds 
will come together Saturday, May 20, in downtown 
Texarkana to walk — or run — with “no agendas, no 
labels … no cause other than just walking together 
with thoughts of love.”

The Be Like CJ Foundation will host its second 
annual walk at downtown Texarkana’s Front Street 
Festival Plaza. This year’s theme is “Walk of Love.”

Registration begins at 8 a.m., and the walk will be 
from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. The fam-

ily-friendly event is free 
and open to all ages.

The Be Like CJ 
Fo u n d a t i o n  wa s 
formed to continue 
the legacy of Cedrick 
“CJ” Harris Jr., an ar-
ea teen who died af-

ter a tragic accident in 
2021.
The Walk of Love was 

inspired by CJ’s life.
Marie Ferdinand-Harris, CJ’s 

mother, said the teen “walked in love every day by 
trying to share his time with others in an atmo-
sphere of love, peace, kindness and empathy.”

She encourages people to share those qualities 
with each other during the walk.

“Emptying everything else in our minds and for 
that walk, … sharing love for one another. Being 
there in that love is all that matters. Just love. Just 
CJ.”

This year’s walk will feature $500 in prizes, DJ 
Hollygrove, food trucks, bounce houses, face paint-
ing, games, cheer teams and a 360 photo booth.

Participants who cross the Walk of Love finish 
line will be eligible for one of five $100 prizes, spon-
sored by Whites Family Clinic of Ashdown, Ark. 
Winners will be announced at the end of the event.

The foundation’s goal is to share with students 
the importance of living a loving life.

“Our mission is to inspire children and families 
nationwide by uniting people of different back-

Videos show purported ivory-billed woodpeckers

An ivory-billed woodpecker specimen is on a display at the Cali-
fornia Academy of Sciences on Sept. 24, 2021, in San Francisco. 
New video and photographs purporting to show ivory-billed wood-
peckers fl ying in a Louisiana forest were published by research-
ers Thursday, as government officials said they will make a fi nal 
decision on whether the birds are extinct by the end of the year. 
(AP Photo/Haven Daley, File)

Restrictions on transgender people moving forward in statehouses
Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis has 

highlighted efforts by Republican 
governors and statehouses across the 
country to embrace proposals limit-
ing the rights of transgender people, 
signing new restrictions as he moves 
closer to a presidential bid.

The restrictions are spreading 
quickly despite criticism from med-
ical groups and advocates who say 
they’re further marginalizing trans-
gender youth and threatening their 
health.

Here’s what’s happening:

FLORIDA’S RESTRICTIONS

DeSantis on Wednesday signed 
bills that ban gender affirming care 
for minors, restrict pronoun use in 
schools and force people to use the 
bathroom corresponding with their 
sex assigned at birth in some cases.

DeSantis also signed new restric-

tions on drag shows that would al-
low the state to revoke the food and 
beverage licenses of businesses that 
admit children to adult performanc-
es. The DeSantis administration has 
moved to pull the liquor licenses of 
businesses that held drag shows, al-
leging children were present during 
lewd displays.

The rules on gender affirming 
care also ban the use of state money 
for the care and place new restric-
tions on adults seeking treatment. 
They take effect immediately, along 
with the drag show restrictions. The 
bathroom and pronoun restrictions 
take effect July 1.

DeSantis has been an outspoken 
advocate for such restrictions, and 
championed a Florida law that re-
stricts the teaching of sexual orien-
tation and gender identity in pub-
lic schools. Florida has expanded 
that prohibition, which critics have 
dubbed the “Don’t Say Gay” law, to 

all grades.

WHERE BANS STAND NATIONALLY

Hundreds of bills have been 

proposed this year restricting the 
rights of transgender people, and 
LGBTQ+ advocates say they’ve 
seen a record number of such mea-

sures in statehouses.
At least 17 states have now enact-

ed laws restricting or banning gen-
der-affirming care for minors: Ala-
bama, Arkansas, Arizona, Florida, 
Georgia, Idaho, Indiana, Iowa, Ken-
tucky, Mississippi, Montana, North 
Dakota, Oklahoma, Tennessee, Utah, 
South Dakota and West Virginia. 
Federal judges have blocked en-
forcement of laws in Alabama and 
Arkansas, and several other states 
are considering bills this year to re-
strict or ban care. Proposed bans are 
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American Principles Project members 
give a thumbs-up to representatives 
after the Texas House of Represen-
tatives passes Senate Bill 14 on May 
12 in Austin. SB14 would ban gen-
der-affirming medical care for trans-
gender children. (Mikala Compton/
Austin American-Statesman via AP)
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