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ASTROS’
DEFENSE
STEALS SHOW
Chas McCormick's leaping
grab a defensive gem amid
offensive outburst.
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LAREDO ISD
ANNOUNCES
CEREMONIES
Laredo ISD has announced the
schedule for the commencement
ceremonies for its four high school.
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FortHood— the third larg-
est military base in the coun-
try, which is located located
halfway between Austin and
Waco — was recently redes-
ignated as Fort Cavazos earli-
er this month.

The change honors former
Texas war hero General

Richard Edward Cavazos,
who fought in Korea and
Vietnam. Cavazos grew up in
South Texas and died at the
age of 88 in San Antonio in
2017.

Fort Hood was originally
named for Confederate gen-
eral John Bell Hood. It has al-
so been mired with previous
issues including homicide,
violent sex crimes, kidnap-

ping, robbery and aggravated
assault, averaging 129 violent
felonies from 2015-19, accord-
ing to the Army Public Af-
fairs office. That’s the most
among any comparable base
of its size in the country.

While the decision to re-
name the base in honor of the
first-ever Hispanic four-star
general, some local veterans

Houston Chronicle staff

A worker places letters on a sign at the Clear Creek Gate as work to converting the signage
from Fort Hood to Fort Cavazos commences on Thursday, April 27, 2023.

Veterans havemixed
feelings on FortHood
being redesignated

Fort continues on A6

Texas base named after Confederate general was
renamed in honor of first Hispanic four-star general
By Jorge A. Vela
LAREDO MORNING TIMES

With days left to resolve a
high-stakes impasse over prop-
erty taxes, the Texas House
forged aheadThursdaywith its
vision for tamping down annu-
al appraisal growth, despite re-
peated assurances from Lt.
Gov. Dan Patrick that the idea
would be dead on arrival in the
Senate.

Both chambers of the GOP-
controlled Legislature have

spent the last several weeks
dug in on competing proposals
to deliver billions of dollars in
property tax relief.

House Speaker Dade Phelan
is spearheading a push to slice
the state’s existing 10 percent
home appraisal cap in half,
while also extending it to busi-
nesses and rentals. Patrick
wants to raise the amount
homeowners can trim off the
taxable value of their primary
home from $40,000 to $70,000,
and push the exemption to

$100,000 for over-65 and disa-
bled homeowners.

The latest House version
combines the two ideas, keep-
ing the tightened appraisal cap
and hiking the homestead ex-
emption to $100,000 for all
homeowners. Over-65 and dis-
abled residents could shave off
an extra $10,000.

House lawmakers over-
whelmingly approved the plan
Thursday afternoon, leaving
the bill untouched aside from a

TexasHouse OKs $16.3 billion property
tax planwith GOP leaders still at odds
By Jasper Scherer
HOUSTON CHRONICLE
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Aman involved in a shootout
with Laredo police officers and
injuring one in 2019 has been
sentenced to prison, according
to court documents.

Rene Salas had pleaded
guilty to aggravated assault
against a public servant in the
406th District Courtroom. His
sentencing trial began on Mon-
day. On Wednesday, he was
sentenced to 30 years in prison.

Assistant District Attorneys
Eduardo Ramirez, Karina Rios
and Francisco Mendoza prose-
cuted the case. The defendant
was represented by Philip Del
Rio.

The case occurred at about
4:35 a.m. July 20, 2019, when of-
ficers responded to a domestic
disturbance at TownePlace
Suites by Marriott, 6519 Arena

Blvd.
Officers re-

ceived informa-
tion that a male
armed with a
handgun had
possible suicidal
tendencies. Sa-

las’ wife stated that Salas had
assaulted her and her 11-year-
old son.

Police canvassed the area
andmade contact with Salas by
Toyota of Laredo on 6324 Bob
Bullock Loop. An officer began
receiving fire as he got off of his
marked unit with his ballistic
shield. The officer then radioed
that he was shot. Two other of-
ficers returned fire, states the
arrest affidavit.

Gunfire was exchanged. Sa-
las surrendered after he ran out
of ammo, court documents
state.

Man involved in
shootoutwith Laredo
police gets 30 years
By Cesar G Rodriguez
LAREDO MORNING TIMES
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Salas

A bill to stop young Texans
from accessing gender transition
care is heading to Gov. Greg Ab-
bott’s desk after the state Senate
agreed this week to a final draft
of the legislation.

The party-line vote was wide-

ly expected, and it opens thedoor
for the Republican-led state to
join more than a dozen others
thathave alreadyprohibiteddoc-
tors from prescribing puberty
blockers or hormone medica-
tions, or fromperforming transi-
tion-related surgeries.

“Here inTexas,wewill protect

Josie Norris/San Antonio Express-News

Rep. Valoree Swanson, sponsor of SB15, leads a prayer circle
with fellow Republican lawmakers ahead of discussion of SB15
on the floor of the Texas House of Representatives at the Texas
Capitol in Austin, Texas, on May 17, 2023. SB15 prohibits
transgender athletes in higher education from competing in
accordance to their gender identity.

Ban on transgender care
for young Texans heads to
Gov. GregAbbott’s desk
By Jeremy Blackman
HOUSTON CHRONICLE
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