
SPORTS

Tough 
start
The Hudson 
Hornets, Diboll 
Lumberjacks 
fall in opening 
games of 
regional 
quarterfinal 
series. PAGE 1B

COMING SOON

Charm
Look for your 
copy of the 
June Charm 
magazine inside 
home-delivered 
copies of an 
upcoming issue 
of The Lufkin 
Daily News.
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COMING SATURDAY

’Bama bound
ACs Lady Roadrunner softball 
team is headed for the NJCAA 
Division I National Tournament 
for the third time  
in the program’s  
history.

OLDER AMERICANS MONTH

THE LUFKIN DAILY NEWS

By JEFF POWNALL
The Lufkin Daily News

Several hundred East Tex-
ans gathered Thursday at the 
Pitser Garrison Convention 
Center to celebrate Mayfest 
and Older Americans Month.

Holly Anderson, program 
director for the Deep East Tex-
as Area Agency on Aging, said 
it was important to be able to 
host Mayfest again this year 
after COVID. The agency on 
aging, Texas 2-1-1 and Aging 
& Disabled Resource Center — 

agencies of Deep East Texas 
Council of Governments — 
sponsor the event.

‘‘People are getting back out 
and being participants in our 
communities again,’’ she said. 
‘‘This has just been great.’’

The Administration for 
Community Living, part of  
the U.S. Department of Health 
and Human Services, has rec-
ognized May as Older Ameri-
cans Month for 57 years.

‘‘Mayfest is our way of cel-
ebrating across our regions 
and getting together to enjoy 

each other’s company,’’ she 
said.

Anderson was hoping for a 
crowd of about 500. She said 
bingo, a box lunch and enter-
tainment by Glenn Lender-
man also were part of the day.

About 50 vendors were at-
tending Mayfest, providing 
East Texans with a variety of  
health care and community 
source information. Anderson 
said the agency’s table was 
providing information about 

Seniors explore resources, 
enjoy food, fun at Mayfest

JOEL ANDREWS/The Lufkin Daily News

Bingo players raise hands to have their cards checked Thursday during the Mayfest senior 
citizen’s event at the Pitser Garrison Convention Center.SEE MAYFEST, PAGE 6A

LUFKIN SCHOOLS

STUBBLEFIELD LEARNING CENTER

By VALERIE REDDELL
The Lufkin Daily News

The parent of a Lufkin Middle 
School student addressed the Lufkin 
ISD school board during the public 
comment portion of its Thursday 
meeting to express her concerns 
about the lack of diversity among 

students in the gifted and talented 
program.

She reported an incident in which 
she said her daughter, who is African 
American, went to an area where 
she was purchasing snacks from her 
teacher. She said her daughter and 
two white students went into a clos-
et, where one of the students made a 

comment to the effect of, “Wonder if  
she would disappear if  we turned out 
the lights?”

The parent said the students 
laughed and left her daughter in the 
darkened closet, which upset the girl. 
She also told board members that 
one of the students involved is the 
child of an administrator.

She said that while a staff  member 
told her the incident had been thor-
oughly investigated, the students 
involved remain in the gifted and tal-
ented classes.

Her concerns also included other 
students reportedly using a deroga-
tory term in referring to Hispanic 
students while educators ignored 

the slur, according to the parent.
She believes her complaints fall on 

deaf ears and that she has little faith 
that the bullying and racism was 
handled.

She encouraged trustees to in-
crease the ethnic diversity of  

Middle School parent shares diversity concerns

By JEFF POWNALL
The Lufkin Daily News

Twenty-two students joined 
the Class of 2023 Thursday by 
graduating from the Beth & 
Horace Stubblefield Learning 
Center.

Director Jeff  Walker said 
the learning center began in 
1996, and in that time, many 
students have come through 
the doors to seek an alterna-
tive route to receive their high 
school diploma.

‘‘It’s beautiful, because the 
campus is self-paced, so we can 
meet students wherever they 
are and meet their needs,’’ he 
said. ‘‘It’s truly amazing to see 
the great things they’re do-
ing.’’

Stubblefield provides a 
year-round program that fo-
cuses on dropout recovery 

and prevention to students 
from Central, Diboll, Hudson, 
Lufkin and Zavalla ISDs. Dur-
ing its 27-year history, 2,024 
students have received their 
high school diploma.

Walker said the Class of 2023 
jumped on a new initiative 
that goes beyond graduation 

Students cross stage, enter doors to new future
JOEL ANDREWS/The Lufkin Daily News

Jeff Walker, director of the Beth & Horace Stubblefield Learning Center, welcomes all attending the 2023 Program of Graduation Exercises Thursday at the Temple Theater at Angelina 
College.

JOEL ANDREWS/The Lufkin Daily News

Above, Dramarray Ellis Edward Dodd speaks Thursday during the 
graduation ceremony at the Beth & Horace Stubblefield Learning 
Center at the Temple Theater at Angelina College. At left, Lillian Dana 
Bonilla addresses the audience.SEE GRADS, PAGE 6A

SEE LISD, PAGE 6A

 
 
 
 
 
 
Coming Saturday

Look for our annual gradu-
ation section in the Weekend 
Edition of The Lufkin Daily News.

 ■ Related editorial                 Page 4A


