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School officials had their fingers 
crossed that state legislators 
would have passed a bill by now to 
put more cash in teachers’ pockets 
and increase per-student funding.

But House Bill 100 is still idling in 
the Texas Senate, in part because 

of gridlock over Gov. Greg Abbott 
and Lt. Gov. Dan Patrick’s desire to 
include school vouchers in the bill.

The bill would funnel $4.5 billion 
into Texas schools as well as put 
critical money into teacher pay. 
The bill would also help districts 
like Denton ISD by changing the 
state allotment from paying ac-

cording to average daily student 
attendance to funding according 
to enrollment. Denton ISD is a 
rapid-growth district with about 
33,000 students attending schools 
in 18 different municipalities.

Local voters are doing what they 
can. They just passed two of three 
bond propositions. The biggest 

proposition put millions toward 
building new schools and buildings 
in anticipation of surging enroll-
ment.

But more and more, it looks like 
the bill might expire.

“Really the only bill that was car-
rying any additional funding for us 
this year has kind of stalled out so 
far,” said Jennifer Stewart, the dis-

With much-awaited bill 
stalled, Denton ISD looks 
to its own budget for 
one-time teacher pay hike
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Denton ISD school board members, administrators and residents 
convene for a regular board meeting in September 2021.
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The Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention announced the 
end of the federal COVID-19 public 
health emergency declaration on 
May 11.

Denton County issued a disas-
ter declaration on March 13, 2020. 
That led to the closure of busi-
nesses, schools and workplaces as 
people were asked to stay home 
while the county and nation grap-
pled with the unknown impacts of 
COVID-19.

Since March 2020, Denton 
County Public Health has reported 
227,782 positive COVID-19 cases. 
This included 216,406 single infec-
tions and 11,376 reinfections.

DCPH also tracked 930 con-
firmed COVID-19 deaths in Denton 
County.

The Denton County commis-
sioners gave an update on the 
county’s comprehensive overview 
of the pandemic, which included 
total cases, numbers and steps 
leaders took to ensure the safety 

of locals.
Denton County received about 

$147 million in Cares Act funding 
from the federal government in 

April 2020, which was used to sup-
port housing/eviction prevention, 
food security, personal protective 
equipment (PPE) and to support 

business and nonprofit grants.
“After the conclusion of the 

federally declared date to con-
clude COVID-19, we thought that 

we would take a 
few moments to 
go through some 
of the lessons 
learned, extend 
some thank yous, 
and talking about 
some of the ac-
complishments,” 
County Judge 
Andy Eads said 
during Tuesday’s 
meeting.

What’s next 
for Denton 
County Public 
Health?

Although the 
national disaster 
declaration is over, 
Denton County 
Public Health will 
continue to moni-
tor cases.

Jenica Bates, 
public information 
officer at Denton 
County Public 
Health, said they 
would continue to 
report cases on 
the agency web-
site every Tues-

day and Friday, but they will stop 
issuing weekly press releases at 

Denton County Public Health 
to continue tracking COVID-19 
cases despite end of emergency
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A woman receives a COVID-19 vaccination at the Texas Motor Speedway in Denton County in April 2021.
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Could family ties give 
UNT a shot at landing 
elite WR Bryant Wesco?

His sister, Bailey Wesco, is UNT’s new-
est soccer recruit.
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Blotter: Pedestrian 
hit on Eagle Drive 

A burglary victim uses bait and a lo-
cation tracker to find his suspect.
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See COVID-19 on 3A
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Currently, Denton 
County is at a 
low COVID-19 
community level 


