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Outdoor concert series amping up across D-FW
FOOD:West Texas steakhouse worth a road trip THINGS TO DO:Main Street Fest, many more

NATION &WORLD
Justices reject lawsuits
The Supreme Court sided with Goo-
gle, Twitter and Facebook in lawsuits
seeking to hold them liable for ter-
rorist attacks. But one big issue
hovers over the cases. 2A

BUSINESS
Commercial sales dropping
Commercial property sales in
North Texas are plunging under
the pressure of soaring interest
rates and tighter lending standards.
3B

SPORTSDAY
Stars head into Game 1
Nowwould be a good time for the
Stars to get off on the right foot,
says Kevin Sherrington, and there
are five ways they can do that. 1C

GAME 1: STARS AT GOLDEN KNIGHTS
7:30 p.m. today (ESPN)
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WASHINGTON — Tex-
as Sen. John Cornyn has
joined the anyone-but-
Trump caucus, becoming
one of the most prominent
Republican leaders to shun
the former president’s 2024

comeback bid.
“We need to come up

with an alternative,” he said
Thursday. “I think Presi-
dent Trump’s time has
passed him by and what’s
themost important thing to
me is we have a candidate
who can actually win.”

Cornyn made the com-
ment in a call with Texas re-
porters, when asked by The
Dallas Morning News

Cornyn scorns
Trump comeback

ELECTIONS ’24

Texas Republican
seeks ‘candidate who
can actually win’

By TODD J. GILLMAN
Washington Bureau

tgillman@dallasnews.com

See TRUMP Page 7A

When neuroscientist An-
drea C. Gore received a per-
fect score in her latest re-
search grant application,
she felt honored.

Only four scientists every
other year are awarded the

$7.5million grant by theNa-
tional Institutes of Health.
Gore will spend the next
eight years conducting re-
search on how chemicals in
food, personal care products
and other items that are part
of our daily lives affect early
life brain development.

She’s also incredibly
grateful that she applied last
year because she and many
other researchers say they
are concerned that similar
funding will soon be out of

reach if a Senate bill law-
makers are discussing is ap-
proved.

The bill aims to disman-
tle all diversity, equity and
inclusion programs, or DEI
as they have become known,
in higher education.

“In all likelihood, if I
didn’t have a goodDEI com-
ponent, I would not have
scored nearly as well and

DEI bill could be
costly for state
Texas colleges would
lose federal grants,
critics of measure say

By MARCELA RODRIGUES
Staff Writer

marcela.rodrigues@dallasnews.com

SeeBILL Page 6A

Dallas police are struggling
to access physical and digital
evidence amid an ongoing ran-
somware attack that is disrupt-

ing trials, according to defense
lawyerswhoareexasperatedaf-
ter more than three months of
pervasive evidence storage is-
sues.

The consequences played
out Thursday in a murder trial,
where a man was found guilty
despite evidence being unavail-
able to jurors or lawyers. Last
week, a jury couldn’t reach a
unanimous verdict in another
murder trial, where policewere

unable to produce a phone or
shell casings.

“It’s the Stone Age again,”
said Douglas Huff, president of
the Dallas Criminal Defense
LawyersAssociation.

“This has pretty extensive
implications,” he said. “Ulti-
mately, all of this is causinghor-
rendousdelays anda clearmes-
sage is that justice that is de-
layed is justice that is denied.”

The ransomware attack ini-

tiatedbythegroupRoyalonthe
city ofDallas has stretched into
a third week, downing several
departments. The city has said
it could take weeks or months
until services are fully restored.

While the county, which ad-
ministers the courts, is not di-
rectly affected, some cases
could be paused because elec-
tronic evidence catalogs are in-

Juan Figueroa/Staff Photographer

Ivan Joey Piedrawas found guilty of mur-
der Thursday. His attorney told jurors in
closing arguments that some evidence
was inaccessible during the trial.

Cyberattack affects trials
DALLAS POLICE

Hit limits access to
evidence, comes after
digital storage issues

By KELLI SMITH,
MAGGIE PROSSER

and JAMIE LANDERS
Staff Writers

See RANSOMWARE Page 4A

Atlantic/Magellan

The remains of the Titanic have been difficult to study due to the shipwreck’s depth in the icy Atlantic. But now the ocean liner can be viewed like
never before after deep-sea researchers completed the first full-size digital scan of the Titanic wreck, showing the entire relic in unprecedented
detail and clarity, the companies behind a new documentary on the wreck said Thursday. (Story, 3A)

A beauty in the deep

AUSTIN — Homeowners
across the state would save
more than $1,000 a year un-
der a plan for tax relief that the
House advanced on Thursday.

The state-required home-
stead exemption on school
taxes would be $100,000, up
from $40,000 now, under a
tax package the House sweet-
ened.

In the Dallas school dis-
trict, which offers some op-
tional exemptions on top of
what the state requires, each
homeowner’s mandatory
homestead exemption would
save $1,185 a year, up from
about $474 currently, using
the existing tax rate.

For DISD homeowners 65
or older or disabled, the state-
mandated exemptions total-
ing $50,000 that trim their
tax bills by about $592 a year
would increase to $110,000.
That would reduce their an-
nual amount of school tax
owed by $1,303.

Homeowners shouldn’t
count on the savings, however.

For this year’s entire legis-
lative session, the House and
Senate have been at logger-
heads over how to fulfill Gov.
Greg Abbott’s campaign
promise last year of record-

House
advances
tax relief
effort

LEGISLATURE ’23

But plan for higher
homestead exemption
confl�icts with Senate

By ROBERT T. GARRETT
Austin Bureau

rtgarrett@dallasnews.com

See TEXAS Page 6A

THE FBI
investiga-
tion into
the ran-
somware
attack
against the
city of
Dallas is
ongoing as
some
services
like 311
come back
but others
like the
municipal
court are
still shut
down. 1B


