
FRIDAY, MAY 19, 2023 | STATESMAN.COM PART OF THE USA TODAY NETWORKSERVING OUR COMMUNITY SINCE 1871

XGFGGI-20202y
Volume 152 | No. 252
To subscribe 512-445-4040
©2023 $2.50

Get the latest news, sports and more

See today’s top headlines, local breaking
news, area scores, things to do and subscriber
exclusives at statesman.com.

Subscriber-only eNewspaper

Use your computer or app to access your paper online.
Subscribers also get access to USA TODAY’s eNewspaper,
plus updated news and sports Extra sections.
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After months of sparring over how
best to deliver billions in property tax
relief to Texans, the House and Senate
might be nearing a deal that combines
House Speaker Dade Phelan’s prefer-
ence to cut appraisal caps by half with
Lt. Gov. Dan Patrick’s appetite to in-
crease the portion of a property’s value
that cannot be taxed. 

With just over a week left in the leg-
islative session, lawmakers in both
chambers are under pressure to fi�gure
out the tax relief puzzle – a discussion
that aff�ects all Texans and their fi�-
nances. A failure to reach a deal could
harm them politically after they en-
tered the 140-day session in January
with a mandate from Patrick and Gov.
Greg Abbott to return nearly half of the
state’s $33 billion budget surplus to
property owners. 

The House on Thursday moved the
two sides closer to a compromise with
its latest tax relief plan. After an ex-
pected fi�nal House vote on the propos-
al Friday, it will return to the Senate for
reconsideration. The Senate can ap-
prove the bill as revised and send it to
Abbott to become law, or it can reject
the proposal and trigger a conference
meeting between members from both
chambers to hash out the diff�erences.
The fi�nal day of the session is May 29. 

House Speaker Dade Phelan wants to
cut property tax appraisal caps by
half. JAY JANNER/AMERICAN-STATESMAN

TEXAS LEGISLATURE

Deal eyed
in $16B
tax relief
proposal 
Plan off�ers compromise
between House, Senate

Ryan Autullo
Austin American-Statesman

USA TODAY NETWORK

See TAX RELIEF, Page 11A

“I think we need to do what’s best
for all Texans, and that is sit down
and hammer out a compromise.”

House Speaker Dade Phelan

The American Civil Liberties Union
of Texas and LGBTQ+ rights organiza-
tions announced plans Thursday to fi�le
a lawsuit against the state of Texas over
Senate Bill 14, which would ban certain
medical treatments for transgender
kids. 

After the Texas Senate on Wednes-
day approved changes made by House
lawmakers to SB 14, the bill is headed to
Gov. Greg Abbott to be signed into law. 

In a news release Thursday, the
ACLU pledged to fi�ght the legislation in
Texas, pointing to court decisions that
have paused enforcement of similar
bans in other states. 

“Coming on top of the eff�ort last year
to classify providing medically neces-
sary and scientifi�cally proven care to
transgender youth as child abuse and
threatening to tear Texas families with
transgender children apart, an eff�ort
currently blocked in state court, Texas 

ACLU says it will
sue Texas over 
bill to ban certain
care for trans kids
Niki Griswold
Austin American-Statesman
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See ACLU, Page 8A

The Texas House with a 95-50 vote
Thursday gave its fi�nal approval to a
bill that would require public college
athletes to compete on teams that
align with their sex assigned at birth. 

Senate Bill 15, which supporters
have dubbed the “Save Women’s
Sports Act,” would prohibit transgen-
der college athletes from competing in
sports against those who match their
gender identity. Under the proposal,

transgender women would have to
play on men’s collegiate sports teams
and transgender men would have to
play on women’s sports teams.

Rep. Valoree Swanson, R- Spring,
said Wednesday that transgender
women competing in women’s sports
creates an “unsafe and dangerous
playing environment” for cisgender
women. Several other Republican
House members who supported the
bill, all wearing pink, joined her at the
microphone as she laid out the bill. 

TRANSGENDER BILLS

Lawmakers vote on an amendment to Senate Bill 15 in the Texas House on Wednesday. SB 15, which won House approval
Thursday, requires collegiate athletes to compete on teams that align with their sex at birth.

Texas House OKs
sports restrictions 
Abbott has indicated he would sign it 
Megan Menchaca
Austin American-Statesman

USA TODAY NETWORK

Rep. Valoree Swanson, center, voices her support Wednesday for SB 15.
Several other Republican House members backing the bill, all wearing pink,
joined her at the microphone. PHOTOS BY MIKALA COMPTON/AMERICAN-STATESMAN

See ATHLETES, Page 8A


