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Nashville SC extends
unbeaten streak to 7
with win over Miami
SPORTS, 1B

Households à la “The Golden Girls”
are now legally permitted in Nashville
thanks to an update of the city’s hous-
ing occupancy law.

The sitcom’s household of four sin-
gle women — including a mother and
daughter — would have violated previ-
ous city code, which allowed no more

than three unrelated people to live in
the same dwelling regardless of home
size and included no provision allowing
a mix of related and unrelated people to
live together.

The freshly passed code legalizes
households or “families” with a mix of
related and unrelated residents, and
raises the cap on unrelated residents
based on the number of rooms in a
home. A dwelling with three bedrooms
or less may house up to four unrelated

people, and a dwelling with four or
more bedrooms may house up to fi�ve. 

The code still does not place occu-
pancy limits on families composed only
of people related by blood, marriage or
law.

Metro Council approved the change
on Tuesday, 22-9 with 1 abstention. 

East Nashville Council member Sean
Parker introduced the bill after a group 

Overcrowding code: Nashville council
approves increased occupancy caps

See OCCUPANCY, Page 17A
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Amid nationwide police shortages, it’s not
clear how long it will take to implement a
$230 million school safety bill signed by Gov.
Bill Lee last week that includes funding to place
a school resource offi�cer in every public school
statewide.

The new law allocates $140 million to place
full-time, armed SROs in each of Tennessee’s

1,863 public schools, and $30 million to place
more than 100 new homeland security agents in
each county to help coordinate school security
responses. Funding will become available with
the new state budget on July 1. The state Depart-
ment of Safety and Homeland Security expects
to begin distributing funding in the following
weeks.

Although the bill was fi�led before a shooter
killed three 9-year-old students and three staff� 

Offi�cer shortages may delay SRO
staffi�ng under school safety law

Freddirico Pye, a school resource officer who has been working at Pearl-Cohn High School for the past seven years, stands for a portrait at the
school in Nashville on May 12. NICOLE HESTER/THE TENNESSEAN

What it would it take to get one on every Metro Nashville campus
Rachel Wegner and Vivian Jones
Nashville Tennessean
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See SCHOOL OFFICERS, Page 18A

“MNPS and MNPD have a strong
collaborative partnership and meet

regularly to review and discuss
security plans to ensure we are
complying with state law and

taking the necessary steps to keep
students and staff safe.”

Sean Braisted
MNPS district spokesperson 

The future of community oversight
boards as Tennessee knows them is no
more after Gov. Bill Lee signed legisla-

tion this week to disband the police
watchdog panels. 

The fi�nal nail in the coffi�n occurred
April 20 when state House lawmakers
voted emphatically 67-19 to disband
oversight boards, which rely on taxpay-
er dollars to operate as civilian oversight

of police departments.
Lee signed the bill into law Wednes-

day.
Makayla McCree, a Metro COB mem-

ber since 2021, said the vote was heart-
breaking but expected.

Lawmakers said oversight boards

can still exist in Tennessee, but only at
the behest of government entities. In
Nashville, for example, Metro Nashville
Council must adopt an ordinance by a
two-thirds vote at two separate meet-
ings, according to the new law. 

Should Nashville’s council vote to ap-
prove another oversight committee, the 

Lee signs bill banning police boards 
To still exist, community panels must conform to new law
Craig Shoup and Kirsten Fiscus
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