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Here’s the pitch MTSU softball
made to Gretchen Mead 

SPORTS, 1B

Lee works to position Tennessee
as leader in new nuclear energy

NEWS, 5A

A bug bite caused Julie Curtis to become allergic to meat and,
as a result, upended her life.

A Lone Star tick got on her skin while she was working on her
farm in Mt. Juliet. It initially caused a red welt the size of a base-
ball and produced mild symptoms that seemed like normal fa-
tigue: achy joints and dizziness. 

But, before long, eating a variety of meats – or even consum-
ing products whose ingredients included by-products of those 

TICK, TICK, BOOM
Bug season gets worse every year

Julie Curtis sits in a fi�eld, which is part of 115 acres owned by a neighbor that she and her husband
manage, in Mt. Juliet. She was bitten by a tick in 2021 and developed an allergy to red meat, known as
alpha-gal syndrome. MARK ZALESKI/THE TENNESSEAN

Frank Gluck Nashville Tennessean | USA TODAY NETWORK – TENNESSEE

Tennessee counted 372

cases of Lyme disease

between 2012 and 2022,

according to the Health

Department. Most years,

the state sees a few

dozen cases. 
See TICKS, Page 6A

New data from the Associated Press shows that
Black crime victims are disproportionately denied
aid through Tennessee's victim compensation fund,
a pattern that held up in nearly all states that AP re-
searched.

Victims can be denied for many diff�erent reasons,
and most of the time it’s because the state didn’t re-
ceive the documentation required to make a claim.
But there are also subjective reasons for denial, such
as not cooperating with police, which are dispropor-
tionately used against Black victims and their fam-
ilies, and which experts say are rooted in racial bi-
ases.

But while Black victims have been disproportion-
ately denied compensation, data from Tennessee
shows that they have also received larger payments,
on average.

How crime victim compensation works

After a crime occurs, victims or their families often
face signifi�cant costs. These could be related to med-
ical expenses, lost property, pain and suff�ering, or
lost wages, for example.

Some of those costs can be covered by crime vic-
tim compensation programs run by the state. How
they’re run and specifi�cs like what gets covered va-
ries by state.

Victims or some family members in cases of a de-
ceased victim can make a claim in Tennessee to the
Criminal Injuries Compensation Fund, part of the
state’s Treasury Department. This fund, like many
other states’, is considered a “fund of last resort,”
which means victims aren’t eligible for compensa-
tion on expenses covered by other sources, like insur-
ance.

There are certain eligibility requirements in Ten-
nessee that claimants must meet, including report-
ing the crime to police within 48 hours and the victim
not contributing to the crime. When applying, claim-
ants must submit several pieces of documentation of
the crime and their related expenses.

A third party contracted by the state then decides
who receives compensation.

In Tennessee, Black crime victims made 48.3% of
all claims to the Criminal Injuries Compensation
Fund. If all races were denied at the same rate, one 

Black crime
victims denied
compensation
more often
Evan Mealins
Nashville Tennessean

USA TODAY NETWORK – TENNESSEE

See BLACK CRIME, Page 5A

HIROSHIMA, Japan – World leaders landed Thurs-
day for a Group of Seven meeting in Hiroshima, the site
of the world’s fi�rst atomic bomb attack, with Russia’s
war in Ukraine expected to be high on the agenda. 

Japanese Prime Minister Fumio Kishida kicked off�
his summit diplomacy by meeting with U.S. President
Joe Biden after his arrival at a nearby military base. He
was due to hold talks with British Prime Minister Rishi
Sunak a 
bit later in the day, before the three-day gathering of
leaders of the world’s wealthy democracies opens on
Friday. 

The Japan-U.S. alliance is the “very foundation of
peace and security in the Indo-Pacifi�c region,” Kishida
told Biden in opening remarks. 

“We very much welcome that the cooperation has
evolved in leaps and bounds,” he said.

Biden said: “When our countries stand together, we
stand stronger, and I believe the whole world is safer
when we do.” 

The U.S. president exited Air Force One and briefl�y
greeted troops at nearby Marine Corps Air Station
Iwakuni. 

As G-7 attendees made their way to Hiroshima,
Moscow unleashed yet another aerial attack on the
Ukrainian capital. Loud explosions thundered through
Kyiv during the early hours, marking the ninth time
this month that Russian air raids have targeted the city
after weeks of relative quiet. 

“The crisis in Ukraine: I’m sure that’s what the con-
versation is going to start with,” said Matthew P. Good-
man, senior vice president for economics at the Center
for Strategic and International Studies.

Speaking to reporters aboard Air Force One, Jake
Sullivan, the White House national security adviser,
said there will be “discussions about the battlefi�eld” in
Ukraine and on the “state of play on sanctions and the
steps that the G-7 will collectively commit to on en-
forcement in particular.”

G-7 leaders and invited guests from several other
counties are also expected to discuss how to deal with 

G7 leaders in Hiroshima for meeting
Adam Schreck
ASSOCIATED PRESS

The Japan-U.S. alliance is the “very foundation of
peace and security in the Indo-Pacifi�c region,”
Japan’s Prime Minister Fumio Kishida, right center,
told President Joe Biden, left center, in a meeting
ahead of the start of the G-7 Summit in HIroshima,
Japan. KIYOSHI OTA/AP

Get the latest news: Find more stories in the Nation &
World Extra section, a subscriber-only feature in your
eNewspaper.

See G7, Page 5A


