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The Battle of the Big Hogs is on. 
The Memphis in May World Champi-

onship Barbecue Cooking Contest offi�-
cially kicked off� Wednesday, and the

teams were glad to be back in their
longtime home: Tom Lee Park.

The redesigned park may be diff�er-
ent and the contest’s layout modifi�ed,
but the general consensus was teams
were grateful to be back at the river-
front park.

The competition had moved to the

Fairgrounds at Liberty Park last year
due to ongoing renovations at Tom Lee
Park, but with work about 80% com-
plete on the park, both the barbecue
contest and Beale Street Music Festival
were able to return to the riverfront this
year.

Being on the Mississippi River is a
draw for many out-of-town barbecue 

Barbecue contest
back on the river

Dana Peterson, a team member with Peg Leg Porker, moves bags of charcoal briquets at their booth before the start of
the Memphis in May World Championship Barbecue Cooking Contest at Tom Lee Park in Downtown Memphis on
Wednesday. CHRIS DAY/THE COMMERCIAL APPEAL

‘It’s not Memphis in May unless it’s here’
Jennifer Chandler
Memphis Commercial Appeal
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The teenager who was arrested in
connection with a late April car break-
in that ended in a shootout with an
off�-duty Memphis Police offi�cer was
booked at the Shelby County Jail a
day after posting bail for those
charges.

Court records show Chase Harris,
19, posted bail for the shootout on May
10 and booked again two days later for
a separate car theft in early April.

Harris was fi�rst charged after the
Memphis Police Department said an
off�-duty offi�cer saw him, and two or
three others, breaking into a car in the
parking lot of Huey’s on Poplar Ave-
nue in East Memphis. MPD said the
offi�cer identifi�ed himself and ap-
proached the group. When he did so,
MPD said Harris shot at the offi�cer.

The off�-duty offi�cer shot back, hit-
ting Harris. Harris left the scene and
was taken to St. Francis Hospital via a
private vehicle and eventually trans-
ferred to Regional One Hospital. He
was listed as being in critical, but sta-
ble condition.

MPD later said Harris was released
from the hospital before offi�cers con-
nected him to the Huey’s break-in and
shooting. A warrant was issued for his
arrest, and he was arrested May 9.

When Harris was booked at 201
Poplar the next day, his bail was set at
$45,000 for the Huey’s shooting. He
also was given a $10,000 bail for a
separate set of car break-ins. He post-
ed bail the same day.

In the evening hours of May 12, the 

Teenager
arrested,
posted bail,
rearrested
Lucas Finton
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In a town noted for piano pounders,
horn blowers and electric-guitar twan-
gers, Tommy Burroughs was diff�erent.
He mastered the fi�ddle and the mandolin
as well as the guitar — and became one
of the city’s most beloved, respected and
sought-after musicians in the process.

“He was a prodigy who could just play
anything with strings,” said veteran
Memphis music producer and engineer
Jeff� Powell. “I don’t know if I ever worked
with anybody with the amount of sheer
raw talent that he had.” 

“There was no-one like ‘T-bone,’” said

singer/guitarist Jimmy Davis of the
bluegrass-oriented Riverbluff� Clan and
the 1980s hard rock band Jimmy Davis &
Junction, both of which showcased Bur-
roughs’ talents. (Davis said “T-bone”
was one of Burroughs’ nicknames.)

A musical savant who had wowed lis-
teners since he was a child with his
stringed-instrument virtuosity, Bur-
roughs, 62, died Tuesday at his mother’s
home in Collierville, according to his sis-
ter, Millington resident Laura Bur-
roughs.

The former World Champion Mando-
lin Player had been struggling with can-
cer for fi�ve years, but had only stopped
playing music for audiences in clubs
about two weeks before his death.

Burroughs is perhaps best remem-
bered for his stints in the Riverbluff� Clan,
a bluegrass-folk-country outfi�t that
formed when Burroughs was a young
teenager and reunited in the 1990s, defy-
ing trends to become arguably Memphis’
most popular band at a time when punk-
style rock and hip-hop were ascendant. 

“My mother used to say, ‘You don’t go
to church,’ and I said, ‘Yes we do — we go
every Sunday to the Poplar Lounge to see
the Riverbluff� Clan, and they take the
roof off� the place,’” said Ronny Russell,
co-founder of Memphis’ Madjack Rec-
ords label. “It was quite a scene.”

“They just blew the roof off� every 

Memphis musician Tommy Burroughs has died

Tommy Burroughs has died at 62.
PROVIDED

John Beifuss
Memphis Commercial Appeal
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