
BY CORA VAN OLSON
cora.vanolson@yankton.net

If true strength comes from persever-
ance, Yankton Special Olympics ath-
letes are building their bodies and their 
willpower as they prepare to compete for 
the first time in powerlifting at this year’s 
Summer Games. 

Powerlifting is not new to Special Olym-
pics but the lack of a coach and a facility 
in which to practice has kept Yankton from 
fielding a team, Sheri Duke, head of the 
Yankton Special Olympics Delegation, told 
the Press & Dakotan.

The delegation was poised to offer 
powerlifting in 2020, but the COVID-19 
pandemic put an end to indoor Special 
Olympics for a while, although organizers 
had their eye on bringing it back when the 
time was right, she said. 

“This year, I was able to connect with 
Mark Roozen (Coach Rozy) to assist us in 
making this happen,” Duke said, adding 
that though this year’s games aren’t over, 
the athletes are already talking about pow-
erlifting next year. “We are very thankful 
for Coach Rozy and his staff and the Mount 
Marty University (MMU) facility.”

This spring, Roozen and his assistants 
have been working with a group of Special 
Olympics athletes twice a week, to prepare 
them for the state meet in Spearfish this 
weekend. 

“(Special Olympics) reached out to me 
and said, ‘Hey, we have some kids that 
have been interested in doing powerlifting 
for Special Olympics,’” said Roozen, who 
organized Yankton’s first powerlifting meet 

at the MMU fieldhouse in February. “So, 
myself and my assistant, Miles Rademaker, 
started teaching them the basics of squat, 
deadlift, bench, and set them up on a little 
bit of a workout.”

He said that the small group of 4-5 ath-
letes has diverse abilities, so they will be 
competing at different levels. 

Because this is Roozen’s first time 
coaching a Special Olympics powerlifting 
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A citizen-led campaign to 
eliminate South Dakota’s state 
grocery tax through a mea-
sure on the 2024 ballot won’t 
have the backing of Gov. Kristi 
Noem’s administration despite 
earlier indications she would 
support it.

The sticking point is concern 
expressed by Attorney General 
Marty Jackley in his official bal-
lot explanation. 

As stated, the measure 
would prohibit collecting sales 
tax on “anything sold for human 
consumption.” That might 
include tobacco, which could 
impact revenue the state re-
ceives from a master settlement 
agreement reached in 1998 
between 46 states and major 
cigarette manufacturers as 
part of litigation for health-care 

costs and de-
ceptive trade 
practices.

Jackley said 
South Dakota 
receives about 
$20 million an-
nually from the 
settlement. His 
ballot explana-
tion also notes 

that the measure’s wording 
could impact revenue received 
from the streamlined sales tax 
agreement, a cooperative effort 
of states, local governments 
and the business community 
to standardize the collection of 
sales and use tax.

Jim Terwilliger, the gover-
nor’s budget director, told News 
Watch that these concerns 
distinguish the citizen-led effort 
from Noem’s much-publicized 

BY RANDY DOCKENDORF
randy.dockendorf@yankton.net

Drawing on the James Taylor song, 
Yankton area residents can say, “I’ve seen 
fire and I’ve seen rain” — and now add 
“smoke” to the list.

The Central Plains, including South 
Dakota and Nebraska, has experienced 
drought and wildfires, followed by 2-6 
inches of rain and the smoke from Cana-
dian wildfires.

During a webinar Thursday, Iowa state 
climatologist Justin Glisan said the current 
smoke pouring down from up north has 
covered an increasing larger area of the 
United States in recent days.

“Looking at where the fire is coming 
from, it’s a very isolated part of Canada,” 
he said, which could add challenges in 

containing the blazes.
The airflow will help 

determine the smoke’s 
direction and duration for 
any particular region, he 
added.

The Central Plains has 
experienced a variety of 
extreme weather, Glisan 
said.

“The out-of-control 
wildfires have now led to inundation of 
smoke across the region. We have drought 
across the breadbasket,” he said. “We’re 
seeing all the negative impacts from the 
extreme dry to the extreme wet. The pen-
dulum goes back and forth. We have seen 
a lot of severe weather across the region. 
… We are in a transitory phase.”

The dry conditions in Canada are 

fueling the current wildfires, according 
to Doug Kluck with the NOAA office in 
Kansas City.

Because of the fire’s scope and wind 
conditions, the Canadian wildfires usually 
affect the United States, he added.

In terms of battling the fires, Kluck said 
he was unfamiliar with Canadian wildfire 
management practices and couldn’t speak 
to the process.

The worst may lie ahead for the north-
ern states, he said.

“The wildfires will continue,” he said. 
“We haven’t really hit the U.S. wildfire 
season yet.”

The recent rainfall has helped relieve 
fire conditions locally, but the green condi-
tions could actually contribute to fires 

Noem Pulls 
Support For 
Grocery Tax 

Measure 
Governor Says It May 

Jeopardize Tobacco Money

SD NEWS WATCH FILE PHOTO
Gov. Kristi Noem holds a press event at 
a South Dakota grocery store during her 
2022 gubernatorial campaign to express 
her support for elimination of the sales 
tax on groceries. 
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Vermillion 
Celebrates NMM 

Preservation 
Center; Museum’s 
50th Anniversary

BY DAVID LIAS
david.lias@plaintalk.net

VERMILLION — A groundbreak-
ing ceremony was held in 2019 to 
mark the start of construction of the 
National Music Museum’s Center for 
Preservation and Research, located 
at 1225 Carr Street in Vermillion, but 
there hadn’t been a similar celebra-
tion to mark the building’s completion 
later that year.

Until Thursday. 
A May 18 ceremony held outside 

of the center fulfilled a dual purpose: 
it recognized the completion and the 
role that the building plays for the 
National Music Museum while also 
offering a chance for the public to cel-
ebrate the museum’s 50th anniversary 
in Vermillion.

“We never did an official ribbon 
cutting on this building, even though 
there was a groundbreaking in 2019. 
The building went up and then COVID 
hit,” said Dwight Vaught, director 
of the National Music Museum. “We 
opened the building and got every-
thing in, but never did an official rib-
bon cutting to welcome this building 
as part of the Vermillion community. 

Lost In A Haze

KELLY HERTZ/P&D
A shroud of thick smoke from wildfires in Canada covered many northern states Thursday, creating air quality issues that 
prompted advisories in both South Dakota and Nebraska. The heavy smoke also reduced visibility. This photo was taken on 
Yankton’s West City Limits Road Thursday morning, looking north from about the 17th Street intersection.
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Yankton Special Olympics 
Powerlifting Debuts At State 

Games This Weekend
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CORA VAN OLSON/P&D
With the help of his coaches, a Spe-
cial Olympics powerlifter  prepares for 
the Summer Games in Spearfish this 
weekend.
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