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Court says farmer’s puddle 
should remain a wetland
Agency refuses to review the new evidence

By Jeff Beach
Agweek

ST. LOUIS — A South Dako-
ta farmer says he has new 
evidence that a puddle on his 
farm should not be called a 
wetland, but a government 
agency and the court system 
are not letting him make his 
case.

The Eighth Circuit Court 
of Appeals ruled on Friday, 
May 12, ruled against Arlen 
Foster in his quest for a new 
review of the wetland deter-
mination.

MITCHELL CAR AUDIO ENTHUSIAST GEARING  
UP TO HOST BASS SPEAKER COMPETITION

Grab your earplugs, 
bass is coming

Photos by Adam Thury / Mitchell Republic
A car sits inside Shawn Holland’s shop along Burr Street in Mitchell. He installed his own custom 
bass speakers into the vehicle.

By Sam Fosness
Mitchell Republic

Mitchell 

Who will have the 
loudest bass speakers 
radiating from their 

vehicles?
That’s what Shawn Holland, 

a local car audio enthusiast, is 
aiming to find out on June 4 
in Mitchell during a Bass Wars 
competition.

Holland’s shop along 
Burr Street will transform 
into a bass stereo system 
competition arena, as he 
will play host to the Bass 
Wars event that he says will 
feature some of the “best bass 
systems” around.

“It’s going to be a lot of fun. 
We don’t really have these 
types of events here, and 
it will be something new,” 
he said. “The person with 
the loudest bass speakers in 
decibels will be the winner of 
the competition.”

The setup will mimic a 
drag race with two lanes for 
contestants to drive their cars 

on and show off their bass 
speaker systems. Holland is 
estimating 10 to 15 contestants 
will be competing.

During Monday’s Mitchell 
City Council meeting, Holland 
was asked why he picked to 
host the competition on a 
Sunday afternoon?

Holland said Sunday, June 

4, is the day following Wheel 
Jam in Huron, where many 
car enthusiasts converge for 
a weekend event. The goal, 
Holland said, is to capture 
some of the Wheel Jam crowd 
who will be traveling back 
from the Huron event with 
their cars.

Photo via Wikimedia Commons
A pair of ruby slippers on display at the Smithsonian Institution.Shawn Holland stands next to his car that’s equipped with a 

powerful bass speaker system.

By April Baumgarten
The Forum

MINNEAPOLIS — A Min-
nesota man has been feder-
ally charged after prosecu-
tors said he stole a pair of 
ruby slippers used in “The 
Wizard of Oz.”

A grand jury in Minne-
sota’s U.S. District Court 
indicted Terry Jon Martin 
on Tuesday, May 16, with 
theft of an object of cultural 
heritage from the care, cus-
tody, or control of a muse-
um, according to a statement 
issued Wednesday by the U.S. 
Attorney’s Office in North 
Dakota.

Martin is accused of steal-
ing the slippers on or about 
Aug. 27 or 28, 2005, from 
the Judy Garland Museum 
in Grand Rapids, Minneso-
ta, prosecutors said. Court 
records did not list an attor-
ney for Martin as of Wednes-
day.

The slippers have an esti-
mated value of $3.5 million. 

At the time of the theft, the 
slippers were insured for $1 
million. They are one of four 
pairs still in existence, pros-
ecutors said.

The slippers that were 
worn by Garland in the 1939 
film were recovered by the 
FBI and Grand Rapids Police 
Department in July 2018.

The FBI in Minneapolis 
investigated the theft, but 
the U.S. Attorney’s Office for 
the District of North Dakota 
has been assigned to pros-
ecute the case for an undis-
closed reason.

“Because the case is ongo-
ing, the United States Attor-
ney’s Office for the District 
of North Dakota will have no 
additional comment at this 
time,” according to a state-
ment from the office.

Court documents unsealed 
on Wednesday did not 
give details of how Martin 
allegedly stole the slippers.

By Kai Englisch
Mitchell Republic

A thick haze of smoke 
Thursday morning, May 18 
settled over Mitchell and the 
southern half of the state, as 
it traveled 900 miles south-
ward from wildfires raging 
in Saskatchewan and Alber-
ta, Canada.

A National Weather Ser-
vice warning was issued at 
3:30 a.m. urging people to 
“limit time outdoors.” The 
warning is out for multi-
ple South Dakota counties, 
which include Gregory, Jer-
auld, Sanborn, Miner, Lake, 
Moody, Brule, Aurora, Davi-
son, Hanson, McCook, Min-
nehaha, Charles Mix, Doug-
las, Hutchinson, Turner, Bon 

Homme and Yankton.
Before Thursday, the 

smoke drifted southward, 
but no weather warning 
was issued. However, due 
to shifting weather patterns, 
the air has now thickened 
and is in the range of hazard-
ous to very unhealthy, said 
Sioux Falls-based Nation-
al Weather Service meteo-
rologist Brittany Peterson. 
Peterson is urging every-
one to stay indoors as much 
as possible, as she says the 
smoke is covering regions 
of Minnesota, Nebraska, and 
Iowa as well.

“You might have noticed 
over the past couple days 
the sky being hazy or 
milky-looking. It’s because 
smoke has been stream-
ing through overhead. But 
because of shifts in weath-
er patterns, now the smoke 
has dropped down closer to 
ground level,” Peterson said.

Minnesota man 
is charged with 
ruby slipper theft

Smoke from Canada 
wildfire blankets 
region, Weather 
service issues alert

Pair was stolen from Grand Rapids 
museum in 2005, recovered in 2018

‘Due to the severity 
of the smoke, outdoor 
activity should be 
avoided by everyone’
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This small area of water in Miner County, South Dakota, is at the 
center of a dispute between farmer Arlen Foster and the Natural 
Resources Conservation Service.
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