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More news, fresher news

COLUMBIA, S.C.
South Carolina moved closer

to a six-week abortion ban on
Wednesday after the House
voted to ban abortions once
fetal cardiac activity is detected,
an effort to put the measure
back before the state Supreme
Court, which already ruled a
previous ban unconstitutional.
The 82-33 vote, mostly along

party lines, occurred after 24
hours of debate over two days
and hundreds of unsuccessful
tries by Democrats to amend
the bill by tacking on changes
to, for example, move the limit
to 12 weeks; put the issue on the
ballot; and to require the state
cover funeral costs should the
mother or fetus die as a result of
being denied an abortion.
“None of you in here, as far as

I know, are an obstetrician-
gynecologist,” state Rep. Gilda
Cobb-Hunter, D-Orangeburg,

told colleagues Tuesday, the
first day of the debate. “Y’all
don’t get it twisted. When these
universities give you these little
honorary degrees and you think
that makes you a real doctor,
you’re not a real freaking doc-
tor. You have no real medical
training.”
Only three lawmakers voted

with the other political party:
State Rep. Jerry Carter, R-Pick-
ens, voted against the bill; and
Democratic Reps. Lucas At-
kinson, of Marion, and Jackie

Hayes, of Dillon, joined Repub-
licans to send the bill back to
the Senate.
House Democrats hold 36

seats in the 124-member cham-
ber.

SC House passes 6-week
abortion ban over
Democrats’ opposition
BY JAVON L. HARRIS
jaharris@thestate.com
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Rep. Gilda Cobb-Hunter, D-Orangeburg, introduces an amendment to
a bill that would ban abortions after six weeks at the South Carolina
State House on Tuesday. Democrats have introduced hundreds of
amendments to the bill.
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will pull the modified vehicles
off state roads next year. South
Carolina joins North Carolina
and Virginia as the only states
to so far ban the trucks.
His approval wasn’t surpris-

ing, as the General Assembly
voted overwhelmingly to ban

Time is running out for Car-
olina Squat trucks.
Gov. Henry McMaster on

May 16 signed a measure that

squats, sending him legislation
on May 4 to outlaw them. Myr-
tle Beach is a haven for the
modified vehicles, with its sky-
line often serving as a backdrop
for social media clips of squat
drivers as they amble down
Ocean Boulevard.

Amy Prock, the city’s police
chief, played a key role in out-
lawing the trucks - she testified
multiple times in Columbia
during committee hearings. She
offered language that wound up
in the bill’s final form.
Other city leaders, including

Mayor Brenda Bethune, have
supported the effort.
“The purpose of this bill is to

maintain safety for all who
utilize our roadways,” she said.
“This is another step to share

JASON LEE jlee@thesunnews.com

A modified truck cruises Ocean Boulevard in Myrtle Beach during Memorial Day weekend 2021. The S.C. legislature has passed a ban on the
lifting of vehicle’s front end more than four inches above the rear, commonly known as the “Carolina squat.”

SC becomes third state to
ban Carolina squat trucks
BY ADAM BENSON
abenson@thesunnews.com
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COLUMBIA, S.C.
Longtime South Carolina

Judge Alison Lee, whose mostly
quiet career on the bench in-
cluded a few controversial mo-
ments, retired Tuesday, a
spokesperson for the Judicial
Merit Selection Commission
confirmed.
Lee, who will turn 65 in Sep-

tember — the state has a 72-year
age limit on judicial service —
gave no explanation for her
retirement, news of which had
quietly been circulating in judi-
cial and legal circles for several
weeks but not publicly an-
nounced.
Lee notified South Carolina

Supreme Court Chief Justice
Donald Beatty on April 27 of her
retirement from active status,
effective May 16, said Erin
Crawford, chief counsel for the
Judicial Merit Selection Com-
mission.
Lee also notified the commis-

sion, Crawford said.
“She’s going to serve in an

‘active retired capacity,’” Craw-
ford said, meaning Lee could fill
in from time to time to handle
trials or other judicial tasks on a
part-time basis, serving at the
pleasure of the chief justice.
Lee, a circuit judge since

Judge Lee,
former
Obama
nominee,
retires from
bench
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