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YORK, S.C.
York County Councilwoman

Christi Cox gave a preemptive
statement Monday evening
before the council meeting. She
told more than a dozen people
that the council has no say in
where books are placed in the
York County public libraries.
Still, 15 people ambled up to

the podium to voice their opin-
ions about whether books about
gender identity and LGBTQ
topics should stay in the chil-
dren’s section of the libraries or
be moved to the adult section.
Those who favor moving the

books say that would put power
in the hands of parents to de-
cide what their young children
read. Those who want the
books unmoved say the reloca-
tion is a form of censorship.
The controversy came up

earlier this month when Coun-
cilman Tom Audette asked for
a review of children’s books. He
said constituents had reached
out to him regarding books in
the children’s section of the
library that they consider sex-
ually inappropriate. Audette
pointed to a petition he re-
ceived from concerned parents
and said he found hundreds of
books about gender identity or
sexuality for readers ages 2-17.
Despite Cox’s statement

earlier in the meeting, Audette
doubled down on the issue near
the end of the open session.
This time, he read passages
from a children’s book called
“You Be You: the Guide to
Gender, Sexuality and Family,”
while holding up the book to
show drawings of nude men
and women he said were “fully
exposed.”
“I’m putting this out on dis-

TRACY KIMBALL

York County Councilman Tom Audette shows a children’s book to a crowd at Monday’s meeting in York.

Residents voice concerns over
LGBTQ+ books’ place in library
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YORK, SC
T.J. Martin didn’t just survive

being a prisoner of war once. He
survived twice.
He was captured in 1951, then

again in 1952.
But he never gave up.

Martin spent more than two
years as a captive in Korea.
Then he came home to York
County and spent the rest of his
life volunteering for veterans in
York County, throughout South
Carolina and around the coun-
try.
Martin, 93, died Monday,

according to an obituary from
Bratton Funeral Home in the

city of York, S.C..
When Martin, a U.S. Army

veteran, spoke to The Herald
over the years about other pris-
oners of war, he would talk of
service to country and commu-
nity that few people ever are
asked to give.
He said simply that prisoners

of war shared an awful experi-
ence but fought to survive so

that afterwards they could make
the world a better place. Of Fort
Mill’s Paul Luckadoo, a World
War II POW who died in 2016,
Martin said at the time: “Paul’s
service to his country will never
be forgotten, and we will never
forget him.”
Of Gene Newton, a Rock Hill

POW who died in 2011, Martin
said then: “Gene Newton knew
that we shared something awful,
yet something special. He was
decent and humble. He was one
of us.”
Martin said this in 2007 of his

time in captivity: “It leaves a
mark when you wake up beside
a man who has frozen to death.

Or wake up next to a man who
has starved to death. Or next to
man whose limbs are bloated
from disease.”
Martin wanted to help others

for the rest of his life.
“T.J. was an American patriot

in the truest sense of the word,”
said Joe Medlin, an Iraq and
Afghanistan combat veteran
who for many years was director
of York County’s veterans af-
fairs office. Medlin and Martin
worked together for years on the
county’s veterans advisory
council and other veterans pro-
jects.

T.J. Martin, two-time POW
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The Supreme Court on Thurs-
day dismissed a major challenge
to the legal shield known as
Section 230 that has protected
websites from being sued for
what users post there.
In a short unsigned opinion,

the court said it would not rule
on the potentially momentous
issue because the plaintiffs who
sued had no valid claims that
Twitter or Google had aided
terrorists, which was the foun-
dation of the lawsuit.
The outcome is likely to yield

a sigh of relief from the websites
that have grown and prospered
thanks to protections set by
Congress at the dawn of the
internet.
“This is a huge win for free

speech on the internet,” said
NetChoice Litigation Center
Director Chris Marchese. “The
court was asked to undermine
Section 230 – and declined.”
Earlier this year, the court

heard its first major challenge to
so-called Section 230, raising
the possibility that social media
sites and internet giants like
Facebook, Google or Twitter
could be subject to lawsuits for
damage inflicted by what their
users posted there.
But the justices concluded

that the legal challenge rested
on questionable lawsuits. They
rejected an anti-terrorism claim
filed against Twitter, and then
dismissed the challenge to Sec-
tion 230.
“We therefore decline to

address the application of Sec.
230 to a complaint that appears
to state little, if any, plausible
claim for relief,” the court said
in Gonzalez vs. Google.
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legal shield
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