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InsideArtificial intelligence
can be used in
creative work. PAGE B10

Caffeine has both
good and bad
effects. PAGE A7

MATT O’BRIEN
Associated Press

ChatGPT is now a smartphone
app, which could be good news
for people who like to use the ar-
tificial intelligence chatbot and
bad news for all the clone apps
that tried to profit off the tech-
nology.

The free app became avail-
able on iPhones in the U.S. on
Thursday and will later come to
Android phones. Unlike the web
version, you can also ask it ques-
tions using your voice.

The company that makes it,
OpenAI, said it will remain ad-
free but “syncs your history
across devices.”

“We’re starting our rollout in
the U.S. and will expand to ad-
ditional countries in the com-
ing weeks,” said a blog post an-
nouncing the new app, which is
described in the App Store as the
“official app” by OpenAI.

It’s been more than five
months since OpenAI released
ChatGPT to the public, spark-
ing excitement and alarm at its
ability to generate convincingly
human-like essays, poems, form
letters and conversational an-
swers to almost any question.
But the San Francisco startup
never seemed to be in a hurry to
get it onto phones — where most

MATTHEW ROBERTSON
mrobertson@scnow.com
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FLORENCE — Wilson High
School students had something
extra with their lunch Thursday
— bang bang chicken.

The chicken came in a sam-
ple-size package with their reg-
ular meal as part of Chartwell’s
Global Eats program designed to
teach students about other cul-
tures through food.

“We introducing the kids to
different countries. Today we’re
going to China and that’s why
we have the Szechuan chicken,
bang bang chicken. It’s a healthy
way to eat it but still good food,”
said Katrina Smith, Florence One
Schools head chef for its food
vendor, Chartwell.

“It’s a little spicy, but most
of our kids like spicy, they love
spicy,” Smith said.

“It’s important to expose them
to new cultures and new food,”
Smith said of school students.

“When you learn about food you
learn about a lot of stuff. Food is
culture.”

Thursday’s sampling also gave
Smith the chance to grab a cou-
ple of spatulas and get behind a
cooktop.

“It’s definitely fun for me and
the kids love to watch me cook,”
Smith said.

This is garlic and ginger, brown
rice, peas and carrots, green on-
ions, this is the chicken, sesame
seeds and cucumbers and bang
bang sauce and shredded cab-
bage — in the right order at the
right time.

Most of the ingredients can
easily be from leftovers of other,
different, meals, Smith said.

The meals, part of next year’s
Global Eats program, are in-
spired by Italy, China, India and
Mexico, said Angela Price with
Chartwells.

“It gives the students an op-
portunity to have food from dif-
ferent cultures. They can travel
around the world still be in a
school cafeteria,” Price said.

“If you think where families
gather it’s around the dining
table. Food is a big part of what
makes everybody happy,” Price
said.

Thursday’s sampling was in
addition to the students’ usual
lunch — free to those who

GLOBAL EATS
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Chef Katrina Smith talks about food being culture as she cooks up bang bang chicken for Wilson High School students to sample.

ChatGPT makes
its debut as a
smartphone
app on iPhones
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FLORENCE — A manufacturing
company could soon bring a $20
million investment and 29 new
full-time jobs to Florence County.

On Thursday, Florence County
Council members unanimously
passed a resolution to give the
company, currently identified as
“Project Mimosa” to protect its
identity, a tax incentive to come to
the county.

“This is another exciting eco-
nomic development announce-

ment,” said County Administrator
Kevin Yokim.

The resolution guarantees that,
for 10 years, the manufacturing
company will get 35% of its prop-
erty tax bill back from the county.

The money given back to the
company from its tax bill can only
be used for “infrastructure serving
a project or the county” or “im-
proved and unimproved real estate
and personal property used in the
operation of a commercial enter-
prise or manufacturing facility,”
according to the resolution.

The process of a county giving

tax incentives in this way is called
a special source revenue credit
agreement.

The full agreement is not yet
available, but it will eventually in-
clude milestones the company will
need to hit in order to continue to
receive tax benefits.

If the company does not meet
the milestones, the county will be
able to get the money back with a
“clawback” provision in the agree-
ment.

An ordinance was also intro-
duced at Thursday’s meeting to
include the project within a multi-

county industrial park. The ordi-
nance was “by title only,” mean-
ing no additional information was
given.

County Council members dis-
cussed “an economic development
matter” during executive session,
closed to the public, for around an
hour. No action was taken after the
executive session.

Other business
Florence County Council mem-

bers passed the second reading of
both the 2023-2024 budget and
sale of $4.91 million in bonds.

The bonds will go to pay for the
debt service on the county’s park-
ing garage and the judicial center,
Yokim said.

Previous bonds that were paying
this debt were refunded with “sig-
nificant interest savings,” accord-
ing to the budget ordinance.

The roughly $132 million budget
includes a four-mill increase in the
general fund tax rate but a two-mill
decrease in the debt service fund
tax rate due to the new bonds’ in-
terest savings.

The council held a public hearing
for both items, but no one spoke.

‘Project Mimosa’ to bring $20M, 29 jobs
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LONDON — Climate change
will reduce the land available
for coffee by 54% by 2100 even
if global temperatures are con-
tained to internationally agreed
targets, according to a new re-
port.

Coffee growers from Honduras
to Ethiopia said they are already
suffering from climate destabili-
zation and the charity Christian
Aid is calling on the U.K. Govern-
ment to help by canceling historic
debts and raising money to pay
for climate loss and damage.

The charity has calculated that
rising temperatures and unpre-
dictable conditions will shrink
the world’s land suitable for
growing coffee by 54.4%, even if
global temperatures are limited
to 1.5-2 degrees Celsius above
pre-industrial levels.

More than half the coffee drank
in the U.K. comes from Brazil and
Vietnam, two countries par-
ticularly vulnerable to climate
change.

Vietnam clocked its highest
ever temperature on record last
week at 44.1 degrees Celsius

(111.38 Fahrenheit), while neigh-
boring countries also experi-
enced new extremes.

Rising temperatures, as well as
erratic rainfall, disease, droughts
and landslides brought on by
human-induced climate change
threaten to shrink the coffee in-
dustry and impoverish its pro-
ducers.

Yadira Lemus, a Honduran
coffee farmer, said: “As a coffee
producer, it is more and more
difficult to produce. And yes, that
is obviously related to climate
change because before we would

plant coffee and it produced al-
most by itself.

“With regard to climate
change, we are seeing an increase
in temperature. It is harder to
predict the weather. Before we
could say which is winter or sum-
mer, and when we can plant. Not
anymore.

“We cannot say that because
it changes from one year to the
other and it is not easy to predict.
Who was going to predict that we
were going to have the storms and

Report: Climate change shrinks land suitable for coffee
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Wilson students
take cultural
excursion for lunch

Chef Katrina Smith holds a sample plate of bang bang chicken prepared
at Wilson High School.

WATCH: Chef
Katrina Wilson prepare
bang bang chicken.
To see the video, please

point your smartphone camera
at the QR code, then tap the link.

STAFF REPORTS

FLORENCE — SLED has been
called in to investigate after a
standoff on Brandon Woods Road
Thursday ended with what the
Florence County Sheriff’s Office
said was a self-inflicted wound.

The trouble started earlier
Thursday when U.S. marshals
attempted to serve arrest war-
rants on a suspect at 3036 Bran-
don Woods Road in Florence,
Florence County Sheriff’s Office
Maj. Mike Nunn wrote in a media
advisory.

“The suspect barricaded him-
self in the residence and would
not surrender to marshals,”
Nunn wrote. “The Marshals Ser-
vice requested assistance from
the Florence County Sheriff’s
Office which responded with its
SWAT Team. Following a lengthy
standoff and negotiations the
suspect shot himself. No law
enforcement officer discharged
a firearm during the incident.”

U.S. Marshal Service Assistant
Chief Inspector John Hale said
the suspect is charged with the

Armed standoff
ends with
self-inflicted
gunshot wound
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