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It is part of the new American
dream. Buy a house in a nice
development and send your
children across the street to the
neighborhood elementary
school.
It is a dream until it doesn’t

happen.
Student overcrowding will

likely prevent children in a new
Bluffton community from at-

tending the elementary school
less than a mile away.
New Riverside Village,

planned at the southeast corner
of New Riverside Road and S.C.
46, is expected to have 174 resi-
dential units. Its website ad-
vertises that children can attend
Pritchardville Elementary, a
three minute drive across May
River Road. While this would
normally be the case, Pritchard-
ville Elementary is over capac-
ity. Students living at New Riv-
erside Village will likely be

bused about seven miles away
to Bluffton Elementary, accord-
ing to preliminary conversations
by the school board.
“It’s putting us in a tough

situation,” Board Member Ra-
chel Wisnefski said at the meet-
ing Tuesday night. “When these
people move into these homes
they get this expectation that
they’re going to be zoned for
that school. That’s not our pol-
icy.”
The discussion will go back to

the board operations committee

and then be voted on in a future
board meeting, though they
didn’t say when. Currently, five
neighborhoods in the school’s
normal attendance zone have
students bused to Bluffton Ele-
mentary School.
There shouldn’t be an issue

with students in New Riverside
Village attending their normally
zoned middle and high school:
H.E. McCracken Middle School
and May River High School,
according to Chief Operations
Officer Robert Oetting.

Construction for New River-
side Village began in 2021, but
there isn’t any indication of
when residents will move into
the townhouses.
New Riverside Village repre-

sentatives didn’t immediately
respond to phone calls for com-
ment.

OVERCAPACITY
From 2010 until the last U.S.

Census report in 2021, Bluff-
ton’s population has increased
by over 150% from 12,530 to
31,191, and the district is react-
ing to the population growth. In
the Bluffton area, Pritchardville
Elementary opened in 2010 and
River Ridge Academy opened in
2015.
“(Busing the students) is not

something we’d like to do be-
cause (the development) is so

New developments won’t
be zoned for nearby school
BY MARY DIMITROV
mdimitrov@islandpacket.com
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gynecologist,” state Rep. Gilda
Cobb-Hunter, D-Orangeburg,
told colleagues Tuesday, the
first day of the debate. “Y’all
don’t get it twisted. When these

COLUMBIA, S.C.
South Carolina moved closer

to a six-week abortion ban on
Wednesday after the House
voted to ban abortions once
fetal cardiac activity is detect-
ed, an effort to put the measure
back before the state Supreme
Court, which already ruled a
previous ban unconstitutional.
The 82-33 vote, mostly along

party lines, occurred after 24
hours of debate over two days
and hundreds of unsuccessful
tries by Democrats to amend
the bill by tacking on changes
to, for example, move the limit
to 12 weeks; put the issue on
the ballot; and to require the
state cover funeral costs should
the mother or fetus die as a
result of being denied an abor-
tion.
“None of you in here, as far

as I know, are an obstetrician-

universities give you these little
honorary degrees and you think
that makes you a real doctor,
you’re not a real freaking doc-
tor. You have no real medical

training.”
Only three lawmakers voted

with the other political party:
State Rep. Jerry Carter, R-Pick-
ens, voted against the bill; and
Democratic Reps. Lucas At-
kinson, of Marion, and Jackie
Hayes, of Dillon, joined Repub-
licans to send the bill back to
the Senate.
House Democrats hold 36

seats in the 124-member cham-
ber.
Carter, whose district in-

cludes the city of Clemson and
Clemson University, said a
large majority of his constitu-
ents reached out in the last
several weeks to reinforce that
they opposed the bill.
“When I was elected in

2020, I told everybody that my
mission was to represent their
interests. By taking that vote
last night, I represented the
interests of my constituents,
not to pass a six-week abortion

JOSHUA BOUCHER jboucher@thestate.com

Rep. Gilda Cobb-Hunter, D-Orangeburg, introduces an amendment to a bill that would ban abortions after six weeks at the South Carolina
State House on Tuesday. Democrats have introduced hundreds of amendments to the bill.

House passes 6-week abortion
ban over Democrats’ opposition
BY JAVON L. HARRIS
jaharris@thestate.com

JOSHUA BOUCHER jboucher@thestate.com

The South Carolina House of Representatives was called back by
Gov. Henry McMaster to finish bills left over from this year’s session
on Tuesday.
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First the estimate was 200.
Then 600.
In its final survey, Dominion

Energy marked white dots onto
980 Palmetto trees on Edisto
Beach, indicating they were
days or weeks away from being
felled because the trees had
grown too close to power lines.
Palmetto trees are what some

residents consider part of the
town’s “culture” and “image.”
After all, it graces the state flag,
symbolizing Col. William Moul-
trie’s defense of the palmetto-
log fort on Sullivan’s Island
against the attack of the British
fleet on June 28, 1776.
Losing nearly 1,000 of the

state’s native species rattled the
4.5-mile town so much that late
last month Mayor Crawford
Moore sent a memo attempting
to quell residents’ outcries,
calling the plan sad, drastic and
bureaucratic.
“This issue is one we are all

unhappy with, and we have
moved as quickly and aggres-
sively as possible to head this
off,” Moore wrote in his April 26
memo. “We have and are doing
everything we can to slow the
roll on this but, as I have stated,
our authority is very limited.”
In early May, a Dominion

representative confirmed 980
Palmettos would be cut down
flush with the ground. The com-
pany will pay for tree removal,
but it’s leaving the stumps.
“They’re doing about 25 a

day,” Moore told The State
Media Co., estimating the job
would be complete by mid-June.
Edisto Beach isn’t the first

South Carolina community to
lose hundreds of Palmettos. In
2021, the energy company con-
tracted to cut down 550 Palmet-
to trees at Folly Beach. Nearly
250 were removed on Sullivan’s
Island in 2020.
Historically, Dominion trims

back trees from power lines
every five years. But because
Palmettos grow back so fast,
some residents call in land-
scapers to do some trimming
before Dominion returns.
If the tree’s bloom area is

within 10 feet of the power line,

Edisto Beach
soon to be
without 900
palmetto
trees
BY SARAH HASELHORST
shaselhorst@islandpacket.com
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