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Youth pedal to success  
with start-up  |  P4

FARROL Coetzee, Jaime Lee Hine and Byron Klassen from the Namaqualand Dance Ensemble perform a symbolic initiation dance in the ‘!Nau for Now: Crossing Oceans Inside’ show at the Artscape 
yesterday, ahead of the renaming of the RW Wilcox building at Stellenbosch University to Krotoa, tomorrow.  |  IAN LANDSBERG  African News Agency (ANA)

BIG FRIDAY READ

STAFF WRITER

THE Department of Transport has given 
the green light to controversial power 
supplier, Karpowership, to have access 
to the Ports of Ngqura, Durban and 
Saldanha Bay for 20 years.

This comes as the company was 
assessing its options in South Africa 
after several challenges to its proposed 
gas-to-power projects.

The Department of Transport yes-
terday said Minister Lydia Sindisiwe 

Chikunga considered the application in 
terms of National Ports Act Section 79 
(1) (a) and (b) to safeguard the national 
security of the country and to discharge 
the international obligations of the 
republic.

“The National Department of Trans-
port has today pronounced on the 
approval of the application to grant 
Karpowership access to the three Ports 
of Ngqura, Durban and Saldanha Bay 
for a period of 20 years. The application 
was approved by the Minister on 26 

February 2023.
“The approval is in line with the 

National Ports Act No. 12 of 2005.
“This gives powers to the Minister 

to approve applications of this nature,” 
the department said.

It said the Transnet National Ports 
Authority (TNPA) was consulted and 
supported the approval of the appli-
cation.

TNPA was instructed to consider the 
safety measures and operation of the 
directive.

Conditions were attached in the 
approval.

“These include that TNPA reserves 
the right to include all the necessary 
commercial and safety requirements or 
agreements that are considered neces-
sary during the period of the directive 
and that the directive is subject to all 
other government approvals. 

“This includes approvals such as 
environmental approvals from compe-
tent government departments and/or 
authorities.”
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Transport Department approves Karpowerships to gain access to SA ports for 20 years

SIPHOKAZI VUSO
siphokazi.vuso@inl.co.za

FORMER Kannaland municipal manager 
Keith Joordan has justified his sharing 
of a video of a white man putting his 
head in a bag of charcoal to blacken his 
face on social media, saying he did so to 
“condemn” such racism.

The video, captioned “getting ready 
for my new job interview”, has been 
shared widely on social media, and has 
drawn sharp criticism for its message.

The EFF in the Western Cape has 

since called on the South African 
Human Rights Commission (SAHRC) 
to probe the matter.

But Jordaan said he simply shared 
the video on his WhatsApp status to 
condemn it and had no knowledge 
where it originated from.

Jordaan said he did not approve of 
the video, nor did he distribute it.

“The video is a good example of 
unwanted and unwelcome racial slur-
ring, a topic I am currently addressing in 
several circles, to improve understand-
ing and create tolerance, also at local 

government level. I think the video is 
shocking, and the video must be used to 
make clear that such behaviour cannot 
be tolerated in South Africa.

“I do not approve of the video; I 
abhor the video. I did not write the 
caption. I did not distribute the video in 
jest. Racial slurring cannot be tolerated 
in South Africa,” he said.

EFF spokesperson Wandile Kasibe 
said the video was “racist and provoc-
ative”.

“In this video the white man uses 
his frustration to make mockery out of 

black people and in so doing he recycles 
the colonial violence and racial stereo-
types often depicted through black-face, 
which is in itself an anti-black racist 
statement. This is not an individual 
or isolated case, but both a structural 
and endemic phenomenon whose roots 
could be traced back to colonialism 
where black people would be depicted in 
a negative light and blackness portrayed 
as an aberration. Racists like Jordan have 
become emboldened in this province 
and now have the audacity to display 
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Former Kannaland municipal manager, Jordaan, justifies ‘racist’ ’video

ANC’s claims that load shedding will  
be over by December disputed 

MBALULA’S 
REMARKS 

NOTHING BUT 
‘POLITICKING’

NICOLA DANIELS
nicola.daniels@inl.co.za

ENERGY experts have poured cold water 
on ANC secretary-general Fikile Mbalu-
la’s “political speak” that load shedding 
would be over by December, saying 
there was still a long way to go before 
power cuts could be a thing of the past.

In an interview with Power to Truth 
host JJ Tabane on eNCA, Mbalula boldly 
said: “I know from where I’m seated, 
from the work that is being done by 
government and ministers and so on 
that the load shedding by the end of 
this year should be something of the 
past. I can assure you that load shedding 
will be reversed and it will be dealt with 
decisively.”

The ANC is under pressure from 
the prospect that this could be the last 
months of its government as the coun-
try heads to national elections early 
next year.

Exacerbating its woes is that its gov-
ernment has failed to address the energy 
crisis. South Africans are headed for a 
cold and dark winter as Eskom warned 
that it could implement stage 8 load 
shedding in the coming months.

Weighing in on Mbalula’s claims, 
Stellenbosch University, Electric and 
Electronic Engineering Professor Thinus 
Booysen said the statement was proba-
bly “political speak” as load shedding 
was not going away for at least between 
five to 10 years.

“There might be a few days in 
December when people are on holiday 
over Christmas but there is no way we 
are going to reverse the trend so soon. 
Generation capacity takes a long time 
to put in place. It takes five to 10 years 
to construct coal-fired power stations, 
we need to add renewable energy but 
we also need the base load supplied by 
coal-fired power stations,” he said.

Independent energy analyst Hilton 

Trollip said Mbalula had no evidence to 
support his statement.

“He is not qualified by training or 
education or experience to have an 
opinion so he should be then saying 
that he got this opinion from some 
or other expert, he doesn't name the 
expert.”

On the winter outlook, he added 
that the country would likely experience 
stages 4 to 6 through most of winter but 
that stage 8 was almost inevitable.

“It’s an unpredictable and unreliable 
system. It’s also quite possible that we 
could go beyond seven and eight. There 
are many other variables and uncertain-
ties that could come into play. In my 
view, what Eskom calls the worst case, 
is the worst best case.”

“I think they're misleading us by say-
ing that the increased load shedding and 
increased stress on the system doesn't 
increase the chances of a national 
blackout. It's highly uncertain what the 
chances of a national blackout are. The 
chances are increasing from non-exist-
ent chances, to becoming much more 
real because of the huge pressure on 
the system and what we are seeing is 
resistance and denial of important facts 
by Eskom and the government. Those 
important facts particularly are around 
sabotage, corruption. I also see increased 
politicisation of the presentation by 
Eskom,” Trollip said.

Energy expert, Lungile Mashile 
added that load shedding will take up 
to two years to sort out through a mix 
of reliability maintenance, new capacity, 
return to service of Koeberg and 3 units 
at Kusile.

“I'm not sure where the December 
deadline by the ANC was derived from.

“Stage 8 is inevitable. We've already 
seen glimpses since February where load 
shedding exceeded what was officially 
announced.”
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