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Apartments 
proposed 
for parts 
of Miceli’s 
building
Store owner: Westerly needs 
housing in downtown area
By Ryan Blessing
Sun staff writer

WESTERLY — The Miceli’s Furniture 
building on High Street could be home to 
a dozen residential units, some offering 
views of Wilcox Park, as part of a proposal 
from the property’s owner that went before 
the Planning Board.

The building at 19 High St. currently houses 
the retail furniture store at the ground level  
and uses the upper level as a storage area. A 
cross-fit gym occupies the lower level.

An application by Bella Vista LLC aims to 
convert half of the first floor and all of the sec-
ond floor into housing, while keeping a retail 
space on the first floor, along High Street. The 
gym would remain on the lower level.

Joseph Miceli Jr., who manages Bella 
Vista, said having mixed-use residences 
as an active part of downtown Westerly is 
important.

The application is submitted as a com-
prehensive permit process. The process 
gives developers a break on local density 
requirements and allows for an expedited 
review process in return for a percentage 
of project units being reserved for low- and 
moderate-income individuals.

MAY’S MAGNIFICENCE

Many around nation 
reversing 2021 drops
By Mike Schneider
Associated Press

ORLANDO, Fla. — The flight 
from urban areas that took place 
during the first year of the pan-
demic either reversed or slowed 
in its second year, as last year 
metropolitan areas in Texas and 
Florida boomed and declines 
in New York and Los Angeles 
were halved, according to new 
estimates from the U.S. Census 
Bureau.

During the first full year of the 
pandemic in 2021, more than 
half of the 20 largest U.S. metro 
areas lost residents, and all U.S. 

metro areas grew by just 0.1%, 
as fear of the virus sent resi-
dents fleeing the most dense-
ly-populated urban areas and 
the popularity of remote work 
allowed people to live far from 
their workplaces.

By comparison, only eight of the 
20 largest metro areas decreased 
in 2022, and the growth rate for 
all U.S. metros was 0.4%. Among 
the largest U.S. metros that had 
gains in 2022 after experiencing 
losses in 2021 were Washington, 
Miami-Fort Lauderdale, Seattle, 
Minneapolis and San Diego, 
according to 2022 population 
estimates released Thursday by 
the Census Bureau.

New estimates: U.S. metro areas growing
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Reed’s federal 
infusion to aid 
drainage work
Route 3 at Crandall House  
is the target of project
By Jason Vallee
Sun staff writer

HOPKINTON — A $500,000 federal allo-
cation proposed by U.S. Sen. Jack Reed 
would provide the town with funding to 
conduct an engineering study and repairs 
to Route 3 and the Crandall House proper-
ty to address drainage issues and prevent 
flooding on the historic property.

The money, which was formally requested 
by Reed in March, has cleared the first hur-
dle and was passed to the U.S. House Appro-
priations Committee for vetting. Hopkinton 
Town Manager Brian Rosso said while the 
money isn’t guaranteed yet, the town is in a 
good position to receive funding.

“This is good news, but it is still an uphill 
battle,” Rosso said. “It is not guaranteed, 
but this is an important step forward. I’ve 
met with (the Rhode Island Department of 
Transportation) several times and they are 
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Photos by Harold Hanka, Special to The Sun

A robin (below right) sings as dusk blankets the grounds of River Bend Cemetery and the Pawcatuck River on Wednesday. Below left, a 
tree is reflected in a cove.

AP file photo

The Dallas skyline rises behind the Cotton Bowl stands as Tex-
as fans watch during the first half of an NCAA college football 
game against Oklahoma on Oct. 8, 2022. U.S. metropolitan areas 
increased their populations by almost half a percent last year in 
another sign that flight from urban areas during the first year of the 
pandemic either slowed down or reversed in its second year. 


