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Preakness will feature horse
owned by Woonsocket native
SPORTS, 1B

PROVIDENCE – While a number of
Republican-led states across the coun-
try have tightened abortion restrictions
in the year since the U.S. Supreme Court
overturned the 1973 Roe v. Wade deci-
sion, Rhode Island’s Democrat-dom-
inated legislature has moved in the op-
posite direction.

The General Assembly on Thursday

approved – and moments later, Gov.
Dan McKee signed into law – legislation
allowing state-funded health plans to
cover abortions sought by state employ-
ees and Medicaid recipients. 

The fi�nal Senate vote on the House-
passed bill was 24 to 14. And the fi�nal
House vote: 44 to 18.

Sen. Jessica de la Cruz, the leader of
the fi�ve-member GOP bloc within the
38-member Senate, tried to persuade
colleagues to go for an alternative to
state-funded abortions that allowed in-

dividuals to choose, on their own,
whether to make a voluntary income-
tax deduction to a “Medicaid and state
employee abortion fund.”

“The consensus has maintained that
regardless of one’s view on the legality
or appropriateness of abortion, taxpay-
ers should not be forced or encouraged
to pay for abortion,” she argued.

But her proposal went nowhere. 
Democrat McKee included $592,405

in his proposed 2023-24 budget to pro-
vide abortion coverage for an estimated
80,000 women of child-bearing age 

RI law: State health insurance covers abortion

See ABORTION, Page 9A

State workers, Medicaid recipients now covered

Katherine Gregg
Providence Journal

USA TODAY NETWORK

It would also repeal a current

prohibition on the state

funding of any health

insurance plan that provides

state workers with “coverage

for induced abortions ...

except where the life of the

mother would be

endangered if the fetus were

carried to term, or where the

pregnancy resulted from

rape or incest.”

PROVIDENCE – Criminal justice re-
form advocates are hailing a court rul-
ing that grants parole eligibility to the
man whose eff�orts to redeem himself
helped lead to passage of the state’s
Youthful Off�ender Act. 

Superior Court Judge Stephen Nu-
gent ruled Wednesday that 39-year-
old Mario Monteiro is eligible for pa-
role, rejecting the state’s arguments
that he must serve an additional 15
years in prison before being up for re-
view.

Monteiro’s case served as the impe-
tus for the Youthful Off�ender Act –
known colloquially as Mario’s Law, af-
ter Monteiro. Passed in 2021, the law
grants parole eligibility to people sen-
tenced for crimes committed before
they turned 22 once they have served
20 years in prison, except in cases in
which an individual is serving life
without the possibility of parole.

“The court’s decision vindicates the
General Assembly’s humane position
that young off�enders deserve a second
chance,” said Lynette Labinger, who
represented Monteiro on behalf of the
state affi�liate of the American Civil
Liberties Union. “Mario’s rehabilita-
tion after 20 years in prison is a testa-
ment to the wisdom of the legislature’s
actions, and we are pleased that the
court has recognized there is no valid-
ity to the state’s attempt to undermine
that law.” 

Youthful
off�ender
is eligible
for parole
Judge rules for Mario 
in Mario’s Law case 
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See MONTEIRO, Page 5A

PROVIDENCE – About 120 chanting
demonstrators rallied outside the Gar-
rahy Judicial Complex on Thursday to
draw attention to what they say is an in-
justice in Rhode Island’s probation sys-
tem. 

They called for a change to the law
that now allows judges to order alleged
probation violators held without bail at

the state prison pending a hearing on
the new allegation. 

They support legislation now before
lawmakers that would grant alleged vio-
lators bail so that they can better fi�ght
the new charge without risk of losing
their jobs, accepting bad plea deals out
of desperation or suff�ering other conse-
quences that come from being locked
away – sometimes for longer than the 10
business days that the law now allows. 

Trent Manning Jr. leads local
groups rallying in Providence
on Thursday to establish the
right to bail for alleged
probation violators, who are
often held without bail in
Rhode Island. Advocates for
allowing bail say it would help
break the cycle of
incarceration that can prove
fatal to some who become
stuck in the system.
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ROOM TO DEFEND
That’s what advocates of probation reform want to provide 
– a chance for accused bail violators to mount a fair defense 
Tom Mooney
Providence Journal

USA TODAY NETWORK

See BAIL, Page 7A


