
Seminar calls on Arab League to play more proactive roles
SANAULLAH ATAULLAH  
The Peninsula

A seminar held in Doha 
yesterday called upon 
Arab League to play more 

proactive roles in addressing 
Arab issues for meeting the 
aspirations of Arab people. 

The seminar entitled ‘Arab 
League between Reality and 
Ambition’ was organised by the 
Qatar Press Center at its 
headquarters. 

President of Qatar Press 
Center, H E Saad bin Mohammed 
Al Rumaihi, opened the seminar 
which was attended by Editors-
in-Chief of local newspapers, 
media persons, experts, and 
academics.

The panellists included Dr. 
Mustafa Othman, Professor at 
Hamad Bin Khalifa University 
and former Sudanese Foreign 
Minister; Dr. Muhammad Al 
Misfer, Professor of Political 
Science at Qatar University; and 
Dr. Hassan Al Barari, Professor 
of International Relations at 
University of Jordan.

The topics on discussion 
focused on ‘Arab League as a 
Nucleus of the Arab Regional 
System’, ‘Work Mechanisms of 
Arab League’ and ‘Does Arab 
League Meet the Aspirations of 

the Arab Citizen?’.
In his opening speech, Pres-

ident of Qatar Press Center said 
that the seminar is a series of 
the events organised by the 
Center to address Arab issues 
by hosting experts and 
intellectuals.  

Speaking to The Peninsula 
on the sidelines of the event, Al 
Rumaihi said that the Center is 
focusing on media, culture, and 

intellectual subjects. This is why, 
he said, we are keen to host 
intellectuals from Qatar and 
other Arab countries to share 
their experiences.

He said that Arab League 
Summit will begin on Friday 
(today) in Jeddah, which is why 
it was necessary to highlight the 
activities of the Arab League, its 
history and journey and some 
Arab issues.

Dr. Mustafa Othman said 
that Arab leaders will be gath-
ering today at the Arab League 
Summit in Jeddah which is one 
of the occasions which made us 
get together to raise our voice 
through media. He said that the 
Arab League is one of the oldest 
organisations in the Arab region 
and the world.

“Arab League as a regional 
organization with its roots and 

institution playing some roles in 
addressing Arab issues and suc-
ceeded in accomplishing some,” 
said Othman. He said that Arab 
League is enhancing Arab and 
African relations through its 
activities and supporting African 
countries in many issues.

However, he said, Arab 
League needs reforms and 
development for playing its 
roles in a better way.

“The Arab League also needs 
a stronger political will which 
enables it to undergo reforms 
and development,” said Othman.

Dr. Muhammad Al Misfer 
briefed about the journey of the 
Arab League since its estab-
lishment until now. He said that 
Arab League with its specialist 
agencies is addressing the issues 
of Arab countries and people.

“We expect from Arab 
League to unite us which is most 
important from any other 
issues,” said Al Misfer.

Dr. Hassan Al Barari said 
that Arab League needs to focus 
on the education sector to 
address the unemployment 
issue in the region. He said that 
the League also needs many 
reforms inside it to make it an 
effective organization meeting 
the aspiration of Arab 
people.P2
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Amir to head 
Qatar delegation 
for Arab Summit 
in Jeddah today
QNA — Doha

Amir H H Sheikh Tamim 
bin Hamad Al Thani 
will head the dele-

gation of the State of Qatar to 
participate in the 32nd 
regular session of the Arab 
League Council at the summit 
level, which will be held 
today (Friday), in Jeddah, 
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia 
(KSA).  

H H the Amir will be 
accompanied by Prime Min-
ister and Minister of Foreign 
Affairs H E Sheikh 
Mohammed bin Abdul-
rahman bin Jassim Al-Thani, 
and an official delegation. 

Qatar welcomes 
Black Sea grain 
deal extension
QNA / AgeNcies — Doha

The State of Qatar 
w e l c o m e d  t h e 
extension of the 

Ukraine Black Sea grain deal 
for two more months.

In a statement issued yes-
terday, the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs expressed the State of 
Qatar’s appreciation for the 
efforts made by the United 
Nations and the Republic of 
Turkiye and the role they 
played in extending the deal 
in a way that facilitates the 
unhindered flow of grain and 
food supplies and contributes 
to strengthening and ensuring 
global food security.

The ministry reiterated 
the State of Qatar’s support 
of all the international efforts 
aimed at finding a solution for 
the Russian-Ukrainian crisis. 

Russia agreed to a two-
month extension of a deal 
that has allowed Ukraine to 
ship grain through the Black 
Sea to parts of the world 
struggling with hunger.

United Nations and the 
Republic of Turkiye brokered 
the breakthrough accord.

Leveraging gLobaL spotLight

Qatar sees huge 
surge in FDI; jobs 
double: Report
The PeNiNsulA - Doha

Qatar’s booming foreign 
direct investment (FDI) 
ecosystem witnessed 

$29.78bn in capital expend-
iture (Capex) in 2022. This is 
backed by the country’s strong 
and stable economic growth 
and attractive investment 
prospects, 135 new FDI projects 
were recorded, creating 13,972 
new jobs in last year according 
to the Investment Promotion 
Agency Qatar (IPA Qatar) in its 
2022 Annual Report released 
yesterday. 

This represents almost 25 
times the value of FDI projects 
from the year before and a 
doubling of jobs created com-
pared to 2021. 

The new jobs spanned 
across diverse sectors, 
including the oil and gas, 
software and IT, as well as 
business services and auto-
motive OEM sectors. 

The report further reveals 
that over 800 new foreign 
commercial establishments 
were initiated across the 
business licensing platforms. 

It highlights significant growth 
in the country’s FDI Capex, and 
new projects and jobs created, 
putting Qatar at the forefront 
of FDI attraction globally and 
regionally. P3

Qatar Creates unveils new documentary exhibition in Italy
The PeNiNsulA — Doha

On the eve of International 
Museum Day, Qatar 
Creates has unveiled the 

new documentary exhibition 
Building a Creative Nation, the 
first presentation outside the 
country about Qatar’s next gener-
ation of cultural institutions. 

On view at ACP – Palazzo 
Franchetti during the 18th Inter-
national Architecture Exhibition 
- La Biennale di Venezia, the 
exhibition will be open until 
November 26.  

The exhibition, designed by 
2x4, highlights the development 
of Qatar’s cultural sector over the 
past 18 years, and demonstrates 
Qatar Museums’ commitment to 
p r o m o t i n g  c u l t u r a l 

understanding and exchange 
through its establishment of a 
world-class portfolio of 
museums, galleries, and public 
art, which serve not only to pre-
serve cultural heritage but also 
as platforms for education, 
research, and entertainment. 

Building a Creative Nation 
underscores Qatar’s steadfast 
commitment to expanding the 
country’s cultural landscape over 

the last eighteen years and show-
cases plans for five more cultural 
institutions in collaboration with 
internationally renowned archi-
tectural firms, including Art Mill 
Museum by ELEMENTAL led by 
Alejandro Aravena, Lusail 
Museum by Herzog & de Meuron, 
Qatar Auto Museum by Office for 
Metropolitan Architecture (OMA), 
Qatar Preparatory School by 
Philippe Starck, and Dadu, 

Children’s Museum of Qatar by 
UNStudio.  

A talk titled “The Evolving 
Role of Museums and Archi-
tecture in Fostering Cultural 
Engagement” took place to 
accompany the exhibition on 
May 17. The panel of speakers 
included Alejandro Aravena, 
architect and executive director 
of ELEMENTAL, Ben van Berkel, 
architect and founder of 
UNStudio, and Sheikha Reem 
Al Thani, Acting Deputy CEO of 
Exhibitions for Qatar Museums, 
who shared their expertise and 
perspectives. The talk focused 
on the transformation of 
museums from mere structures 
housing collections to active 
players in fostering local talent, 
promoting cultural heritage, and 

engaging with communities. 
The talk was followed by a 

private event held on the same 
evening, hosted by H E Khalid 
bin Yousuf Al Sada, Qatar’s 
Ambassador to Italy, who wel-
comed international guests, 
architects, museum directors 
and Qatar Museums represent-
atives, for a preview of the next 
generation of Qatar’s cultural 
institutions. 

Sheikha Reem Al Thani  said: 
“We are incredibly proud to 
share our vision for the next 
generation of cultural institu-
tions with the world. This 
unique exhibition showcases 
our commitment to cultural 
evolution, combining inno-
vation with respect for our 
past.” 

FROM leFT: Panellists Dr. hassan Al Barari, Professor of international Relations at university of Jordan; 
Dr. Mustafa Othman, Professor at hamad Bin Khalifa university and former sudanese Foreign Minister; 
Dr. Muhammad Al Misfer, Professor of Political science at Qatar university; at the Qatar Press centre 
event. PicTure by: salim maTramkoT/The Peninsula

PM attends graduation ceremony of DI students
QNA — Doha

Prime Minister and 
Minister of Foreign 
Affairs H E Sheikh 

Mohammed bin Abdulrahman 
bin Jassim Al Thani witnessed 
yesterday the graduation 
ceremony for the seventh 
cohort of master’s students of 

Doha Institute for Graduate 
Studies (DI), at the Ritz-Carlton 
Hotel, Doha.

The Prime Minister and 
Minister of Foreign Affairs, 
along with DI’s Chair of the 
Board of Trustees Dr. Azmi 
Bishara and DI’s President Dr. 
Abdelwahab El Affendi, 
honored the 174 male and 

female students from various 
disciplines.

A number of Their Excel-
lencies ministers, heads of dip-
lomatic missions accredited to 
the State, senior officials, aca-
demics, faculty staff and the  
families of the graduating stu-
d e n t s  a t t e n d e d  t h e 
ceremony.

Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs h e sheikh Mohammed bin Abdulrahman bin Jassim Al 
Thani (2nd right), Minister of education and higher education h e Buthaina bint Ali Al Jabr Al Nuaimi 
(3rd right), Minister of communications and information Technology h e Mohammed bin Ali Al Mannai 
(4th right), Di’s chair of the Board of Trustees Dr. Azmi Bishara (1st right) and other dignitaries at 
the graduation ceremony yesterday.

Qatar press Center

13,972 estimated jobs 
created
$29.78bn FDi projects 
recorded
135 new FDi projects
Over 3.9bn impressions 
via invest Qatar 
marketing activities
Over 800 new 
commercial 
establishments across 
business licensing 
platforms

Year at a glance

On view at ACP – Palazzo Franchetti during the 18th 
international Architecture exhibition - La Biennale di 
Venezia, the exhibition will be open until november 26.  

Building a Creative nation underscores Qatar’s steadfast 
commitment to expanding the country’s cultural landscape 
over the last eighteen years
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Nadal pulls out of 
French Open, 
expects to end 
career in 2024

Reviving joint Arab 
action

QBA explores 
investment  
opportunities in 
Somalia

Given the importance of the 
Summit and its venue, H H the 
Amir will be accompanied by 
Prime Minister and Minister 
of Foreign Affairs H E Sheikh 
Mohammed bin Abdulrahman 
bin Jassim Al Thani and an 
official delegation.

President of the brotherly 
Federal Republic of Somalia, 
H E President Hassan Sheikh 
Mahmoud, called on Qatari 
businessmen to visit Somalia 
and explore the investment 
opportunities which the 
country offers in all economic 
sectors.

rafael nadal yesterday 
withdrew from the French 
Open because his hip injury 
has not healed and said he 
expects 2024 to be his final 
year in professional tennis.


