
Southmoreland and Yough fans cheer 
Thursday during a WPIAL Class 3A 

softball playoff game at Norwin High 
School. No. 2 Southmoreland rallied 
for seven runs in the bottom of the 

seventh for a dramatic 15-14 win over 
No. 7 Yough.  

Right: Yough fans watch their baseball 
team score in a 12-2 playoff win over 

Keystone Oaks. For full coverage of 
Thursday’s WPIAL playoff matchups, 

see Sports, beginning on Page B1.
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COMMUNITY REMEMBERS
A police officer leaves a white carnation Thursday at  
a law enforcement memorial service at St. Clair Park in 
Greensburg. The lives of 28 law enforcement officers 
who made the ultimate sacrifice were commemorated 
during Westmoreland County’s second annual memorial 
event. Story, photos, A3
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 » Former Mt. Lebanon resident and CMU alum 
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Excela-Butler health systems lose $62M
By the numbers
• Excela has three hospitals across Westmoreland County, 

and Butler Health System has one hospital in Butler County 
and another in Clarion County.
• As the top private employer in Westmoreland County, 

Excela has more than 4,800 employees.
• Butler Health System employs more than 2,000 profes-

sionals and is the largest employer in Butler County and the 
largest health care employer in Clarion County.

The merged Butler and Excela health 
systems reported losses of more than 
$62 million over the nine-month period 
ending March 31, according to disclosure 
reports released this week.

The combined health system, which 
laid off 13 manager-level staff members 

in March, officially formed 
from Excela Health and But-
ler Health System early this 
year. 

At Butler, losses went 
from $1.2 million in the 
nine months ending March 31, 2022, to 
$33.1 million for the same period end-
ing this year. In the same timeframes 

at Excela, losses went from  
$10.4 million to $29.3 million.

Tom Albanesi, the combined 
system’s chief financial officer, 
said Thursday the system is fac-

ing “strong financial headwinds” like 
most health care provider organizations. 

by JULIA MARUCA

Problems blamed on patient volumes, labor costs, growing Medicare rolls
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dominance hurts 
wages.  A5

Five executives at Indiana 
University of Pennsylvania 
have lost their jobs in a move 
the university says is designed 
to cut costs and streamline 
operations.

“IUP, like colleges and uni-
versities across the nation, is 
facing dramatic challenges 
both internally and externally 
(and) must accelerate its prog-
ress toward student-centered-
ness and financial sustainabil-
ity,” IUP President Michael 
Driscoll said in a letter to 
campus.

Driscoll said the moves are 
intended to create a more 
“streamlined experience for 
our students, simplify struc-
tures, enhance collaboration 
and innovation and reduce 
expenses.”

IUP’s enrollment has plum-
meted in recent years. Once 
the largest university in the 
state system, enrollment has 
fallen from more than 15,000 

by bILL SCHACKNER

President: Move meant 
to streamline experience 
for students, cut costs

IUP trims  
5 executives 
in shakeup

A Rostraver commission-
er who appears to have won 
reelection during Tuesday’s 
primary was found guilty of 
three counts of harassment 
Thursday in a marathon sum-
mary trial.

John Lorenzo, 43, was found 
guilty of making harassing 
statements toward the town-
ship manager and two fellow 
commissioners, slapping one 
in the face, at a township Halloween 
event. He was acquitted of a disorderly 
conduct count. His attorney Jeffrey 
Ries said he and his client are consid-
ering an appeal in the case he suggested 
was politically motivated.

“It just clearly comes down 
to what I believe is a political 
issue between the commission-
ers,” Ries said.

Three hours of sometimes 
contentious testimony Thurs-
day from 10 total witnesses 
painted opposing pictures of 
what happened Oct. 31 at the 
DiVirgilio Sports Complex.

Five prosecution witness-
es described conversations 
during which Lorenzo used ex-

pletives and indicated his displeasure 
with the person or the handling of the 
well-attended Halloween event.

Township manager Jeffrey Keffer 
said Lorenzo was agitated with him 

by RENATTA SIGNORINI

Commissioner convicted
Rostraver official found guilty of Halloween event harassment
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WASHINGTON — The Supreme 
Court on Thursday sided with Goo-
gle, Twitter and Facebook in law-
suits seeking to hold them liable for 
terrorist attacks. But the justices 
sidestepped the big issue hovering 

over the cases, the 
federal law that 
shields social 
media companies 
from being sued 
over content post-
ed by others.

The justices 
unanimously re-
jected a lawsuit 
alleging that the 
companies al-
lowed their plat-

forms to be used to aid and abet an 
attack at a Turkish nightclub that 
killed 39 people in 2017.

In the case of an American college 
student who was killed in an Islamic 
State terrorist attack in Paris in 2015, 
a unanimous court returned the case 
to a lower court but said there ap-
peared to be little, if anything, left of it.

The high court initially took up the 
Google case to decide whether the 
companies’ legal shield for the social 
media posts of others, contained in a 
1996 law known as Section 230, is too 
broad.

Instead, though, the court said it is 
not necessary to address that issue 
because there is little tying Google 
to responsibility for the Paris attack.

“We therefore decline to address 
the application of Section 230 to a 
complaint that appears to state little, 
if any, plausible claim for relief,” the 
court wrote in an unsigned opinion.

The outcome is, at least for now, a 
victory for the tech industry, which 
predicted havoc on the internet if Goo-
gle lost. But the high court remains 
free to take up the issue in a later case.

“The court will eventually have to 
answer some important questions 
that it avoided in today’s opin-
ions. Questions about the scope of 
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Suits saying online platforms 
responsible for terrorism 
rejected, leaving protections 
in place for Google, Twitter

High court
keeps shield
law for web
firms intact
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 »Supreme Court 
rules a Warhol 
image of the sing-
er Prince violated 
copyright.  A2
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