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Weather
Today: Chance of rain, 71
This evening: Rain, 65
Tomorrow: Cloudy, 61

Thank you 
for subscribing, 

Barry Tabol 
of Jamestown

Bulldogs mash four home 
runs in 12-2 win, B1

Meadville medal hopefuls  
set to compete, B1

Elementary school gets 
$70K for playground, A2

By Eric Scicchitano
CNHI NEWS SERVICE

Mortgage payments on homes 
sold at the median price across the 
United States have nearly tripled 
over the past decade.

The growth of median salaries 
hasn’t approached that pace.

There are fewer homes for sale 
nationally, and those listed on the 
market are more expensive than 
ever. Middle-class Americans, 
particularly on the lower end, are 
finding themselves priced up and 
priced out of the housing market 
for single-family homes.

Households earning median in-
comes or less could afford just 1 in 
5 real estate listings by the close of 
2022, according to analysts from 
the Urban Institute, a Washington, 
D.C.-based think tank.

“This is a huge decline. In 2016, 
those same households could af-
ford roughly half of the homes that 
were listed for sale,” said Amalie 

Lower, middle classes increasingly being priced out

CNHI News Service
Workers clear ground for the construction of new homes at a subdivision in Joplin, Mo. Experts say middle-class 
Americans are increasingly finding themselves priced out of single-family homes.

Housing hassles

Today
• Inside: Affordable housing 

a nationwide struggle, Page A3
Saturday

• Low wages continue to 
severely impact affordable hous-
ing, but maybe not for long

• Renters face steep rise in 
housing costs

Monday
• Fixes for scarcity of afford-

able housing come into focus
• States responding to 

housing crisis through variety of 

programs
Tuesday

• Exclusionary zoning at root 
of nation’s housing crisis

• Black Americans continue 
to lag behind in homeownership

PENNCREST 
appeals 

state’s open 
records 
ruling

By Eric Scicchitano
ERICS@CNHINEWS.COM

HARRISBURG — Population 
projections show Pennsylvania is 
aging rapidly with an estimated 1 
in 3 state residents expected to be 
at least 60 years of age by the end 
of the decade, according to the state 
Department of Aging.

More than 3 million Pennsylva-

nians are currently age 60 or old-
er and that figure is projected to 
grow to 4 million by 2030, accord-
ing to Census Bureau estimates. 
The fastest-growing segment of 
the population based on age is 85 
years and older.

“This is the first time in the United 
States and in Pennsylvania, this ever 
happened, that we have an older 

adult population that is larger than 
our younger population. That has 
never happened before, I think, in 
the history since we’ve taken cen-
suses and looked at those statistics,” 
JR Reed, president of the Pennsylva-
nia Association of Area Agencies on 
Aging, told members of the Aging & 
Older Adult Services Committee of 
the state House.

State lawmakers held separate 
hearings recently in the General As-
sembly to discuss the risks facing 
senior citizens, the price of caring 
for older adults, and how state gov-
ernment can act to balance the cost 
burden with needed services.

Reed, who also is executive direc-
tor of the Lehigh County Office of 
Aging, and Karen Leonovich, policy 

and programs director with the state 
Association of Area Agencies on 
Aging, identified government fund-
ing and provider staffing as major 
issues facing Pennsylvania seniors.

The commonwealth has 52 Area 
Agencies on Aging (AAA) serving 
all 67 counties. Those served by the 

By Keith Gushard
MEADVILLE TRIBUNE

More than $200,000 in county funds 
is being sought for two bridge projects 
and five local environmental initiatives.

The money would come from the 
Crawford County Act 13 Grant Program 
and be funded through Pennsylvania’s 
Act 13 of 2012, the unconventional gas 
well impact fee.

Each of the proposed grants requires 
a 50 percent match from the applicant, 
according to Zach Norwood, director of 
the Crawford County Planning Office. 
Norwood outlined the proposed grants 
at Thursday’s work session of Crawford 
County commissioners.

The proposed bridge grants are 

Grant funds 
sought for 
bridges, 

other 
initiatives

By Erik Wasson
BLOOMBERG NEWS

House Speaker Kevin McCarthy 
and Senate Majority Leader Chuck 
Schumer are making plans for votes 
in the coming days on a bipartisan 
deal to avert a catastrophic U.S. 
debt default.

McCarthy said that negotiators 
on the federal debt limit may reach 
an agreement in principle as soon as 
this weekend, lining up a vote in his 
chamber.

“I can see now where a deal can 
come together,” the California Re-
publican told reporters Thursday at 
the Capitol.

In order to avoid a historic U.S. 
default, McCarthy said, the House 
will need to vote by next week on 
any compromise produced by the 
negotiators that he and President 
Joe Biden named on Tuesday.

Schumer said the Senate would 
take up the legislation after House 
passage. The New York Democrat 
alerted senators that they may be 
called back to Washington to vote 
during next week’s planned recess.

McCarthy’s comments were his 

most positive take yet on the nego-
tiations to avoid a default, which 
Treasury Secretary Janet Yellen 
has signaled could become a risk 
as soon as June 1. Stocks showed 

modest gains on the news, with the 
S&P 500 reaching a session high, 
while the dollar extended an ad-
vance against major currencies.

McCarthy, Schumer eye debt-limit 
votes ahead of June 1 deadline

Tribune News Service
House Speaker Kevin McCarthy, R-Calif., speaks in Statuary Hall at the 
Capitol in Washington this week. McCarthy and Senate Majority Leader Chuck 
Schumer are making plans for votes in the coming days on a bipartisan deal to 
avert a catastrophic U.S. debt default.
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Help sought to support state’s aging population

See AGING, Page a8

By Mike Crowley
MEADVILLE TRIBUNE

PENNCREST School District is ap-
pealing a ruling by the Pennsylvania 
Office of Open Records (OOR) that re-
quired the district to ask the superinten-
dent and board members to check their 
personal accounts for emails exchanged 
with officials at two nonprofits known 
for their work on conservative causes.

A petition for review was filed by the 
district’s lawyers Thursday in Crawford 
County Court of Common Pleas and 
comes in response to an OOR ruling is-
sued April 21.

In that ruling, the OOR determined 
that when PENNCREST responded to 
a January Right-to-Know request from 
USA Today Network reporter Bethany 
Rodgers, the district should have asked 
Superintendent Tim Glasspool and the 
PENNCREST School Board members 
to check their personal email accounts 
and provide any messages exchanged 
with Independence Law Center or Penn-
sylvania Family Institute.

Rodgers had requested emails between 
district officials and either of the two 
Harrisburg nonprofits known for their 
defense of religious freedom and oppo-
sition to abortion rights. In response, the 

See APPEAL, Page a7


